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Man (58) 
‘unlau^lly 
obtained’ 

£39,000 

in benefits 


AN unemployed Bridgend 
man has been sentenced to 42 
weeks’ imprisonment, 
suspended for two years, and 
made subject to a supervision 
order for two years at Cardiff 
Crown Court, writes AJ 
SICLUNA. 

Alun James (58) of Heol 
Frenhines, Bridgend, admitted 
three charges of making false 
statements to obtain benefits and 
failing to disclose details to the 
authorities. 

Prosecutor Tom Roberts said 
that for four years, James had 
claimed various state benefits to 
which he was not entitled. 

In 2010, he said, he claimed 
employment support allowance and 
he also obtained job seekers’ 
allowance, claiming he was unfit to 


work and in addition he received 
tax benefits and housing allowance. 

The total he unlawfully obtained, 
said Mr Roberts, was £39,064. 

When investigations were carried 
out, he added, it was revealed that 
James owned a plot of land. 

The court heard he had a 
previous conviction for benefit 
fraud and had been fined £1,000. 

Said Judge David Wyn Morgan: 
“What’s been going on here?” 

James’ solicitor, Nick Hartland, 
said: “He has been given the 
opportunity to sell the plot of land 
and it has been on the market since 
last November for £29,950. 

“Unfortunately, there have been 
no offers. It is his only asset.” 

Mr Hartland said that James had 
been repaying the sum of £25 a 
month. 



SOMETHING 
TO SMILE 
ABOUT 

Dental Implant and 
Restorative Services 


• Experienced Royal College 
trained surgeon 

Realistic pricing Interest free credit 
• Simple and complex cases undertaken 


We are currently offering FREE consultations. 
Call 01446 795240 today. 


house 

practice 


Wyndham House, 
Boverton Road, 

Llantwit Major CF61 1XZ 


Dental implant services provided by Simon Hill GDC No 72727 
*Loans subject to status, terms & conditions apply, 0% APR representative. 
Authorised and regulated by Financial Conduct Authority. 




4 group of young people are taking part in Wales^ first ever ^Get on Track^ programme, 
run by the Dame Kelly Holmes Trust with support from Bridgend County Borough Council. 
Christian Roberts is on the far right, and Phillippa Tuttiett is second from the left. 
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Self Storage 


AN international rugby player 
and a former Cardiff City 
striker are inspiring a group of 
young people from across 
Bridgend county borough to 
make positive life choices. 

Wales women’s rugby winger 
Philippa Tuttiett, and former Bluebird 
footballer Christian Roberts are the 
two mentors leading Wales’ first ever 
‘Get on Track’ programme. 

Already a big success elsewhere in 
the UK, ‘Get on Track’ is the flagship 
programme of the Dame Kelly Holmes 
Trust. Using elite athletes as role 


models, the programme helps to 
transform the lives of disadvantaged 
young people by developing their 
confidence, resilience, determination, 
focus and motivation. 

The programme is also being 
supported locally by Bridgend County 
Borough Council (BCBC) and, for the 
last month, Philippa and Christian have 
been mentoring a group of 18 young 
people aged from 16 to 24. 

Meeting up two to three times each 
week, the group has taken part in a 
range of sessions to help them develop 
their skills. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 


SPORTS MENTORS HELP YOUNG 
PEOPLE TO ‘GET ON TRACK’ 
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Porthcawl has 
nothing 
in common 
with Merthyr 


to 


F urther 

last 

global media 
attention 
surrounding 
Porthcawl’s 
benches on the 
seafront, I think 
that it would be fair 
to say that Delia 
Smith knows more 
about quantum 
physics than BCBC 
does about tourism. 
Unfortunately for us, 


somewhere too, 

week’s affectionately known to 
us here in Porthcawl as 
‘Lucan’ because we’ve 
only had reports of a 
possible sighting back in 
2012. 

Quite simply it’s 
unsustainable and, with 
services being cut all 
over the place, it’s finally 
dawned on the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
that changes are needed. 

Enter then the Minister 
of Public Services, 
Leighton Andrews, who 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, CoTAd)ridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenew5.co.uk 

• Letters and e-mails MUST include your PULL address and a 
contact telephone number. 

An email address alone is not sufOcient! 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 


The ‘selfie benches' - what 
Porthcawl Shout knew 


this has become promptly proceeded to 
something of the norm in decide 

Porthcawl over the past ^ good idea to 

40-odd years and you lump us m with PUiondda 
have to wonder how Cynon Taf and Merthyr 
we’ve managed to Tydfil. 


survive for so long. 


Erm... 


what’s 


^ won’t elaborate any Porthcawl, or Bridgend 
further on the disastrous matter, got in 

decisions made against common with Merthyr 
us during that time, as Tydfil? 



we’d fill up every page 
on this newspaper. 


Bridgend occupies a 
top six place in Wales for 


t has been quite 
unbelievable to 

_ „ . , __ note the 

were a lot simpler, as higher and national coverage 

that the two new 
sharp twinges in your seats positioned 


Two men passers-by taking a selfie on the new bench, which is about 
15 yards from benches that do face the sea. 

View Elats. 


Prior to 1974, things council tax charges, with 
ere a lot simpler, as RCT even higher and 
each community had its Merthyr even higher still, 
own council which so be prepared for those 


determined its wv.x. x ^ v 

expenditure and priorities wallets or purses to get opposite the 
even sharper if they get Seabank have 
the green light after the received. 


by the people who 
actually lived within it; 


but that all changed after assembly elections next 

the formation of counties month. 

and districts that We had more than our 


Porthcawl SHOUT 
were tireless in pressing 
BCBC to renovate the 
unusual antique seats 
and to reposition them 
in a prominent position 
in our town. 

After nearly two 
years, and an admission 
that the originals had 


eventually 


became fair share of Weetabix- 


The press (including 
media and national press wiAgAiiciio iici. 

coverage) have drawn ‘heir 

attention to the seats storage yard in 


out to sea. 

Your readers may 
already appreciate that 


. . . u 1 • 4 . u aiLCiiuuii lu Liic 

unitary authorities m choking moments when facing the Seabank - not Bridgend, a compromise 
1996. Jeff Jones was council ^as reached and new 

The principle idea of leader thank you very 
this was to streamline much and I don’t want to 
services and make be waking up one 

everything more cost morning to draw the the seats m question are 
efficient but it all went a curtains and suddenly modern replica 

realise that we’re being 1^® Serpent benches 
governed by Merthyr which BCBC lost 2 
Tydfil... so I’ll be voting years ago. 

crammed to the rafters to send those who Readers may also 
with senior executives support this nightmare in recall that Gary Victor, 
and corporate directors, the making packing, even chairman of Porthcawl 
all of whom live outside if you happen to be SHOUT, originally 
of the borough and draw Wales’ Eirst Minister, 
salaries in excess of Coun Sean Aspey. 


bit haywire and we’ve 
ended up with a 
sprawling behemoth. 


£75k. 

Apparently, we’ve got 
a regeneration 
lurking in 


found a ‘serpent bench’ 
in the grounds of the 

(Coun Aspey represents Rest Home and we soon 
a Porthcawl ward on discovered a similar 
officer BCBC, and sits as an bench in a bad state of 


there independent.) 


repair near the Ocean 


Tired of class warfare supporters’ 


1 RECENTLY read a tirade 
on the letters’ pages 
against The GEM 
newspaper from Labour 
supporters concerning the 
Tory advertisement ‘wrap’ 
with incredulity. 

Erom this one action the socialist’s 
writing in linked, amongst other 
subjects, the end of the world, owning 
a BMW car being beyond the pale, 
the Tonypandy riots, second homes, 
rounded off with the ususal ‘chip on 
the shoulder’ class warfare. Are these 
people real? 

I presume we still live in a 
democracy, and are not all steeped in 
socialist dogma that has no contact 
with reality. 

I have just as strong anti-Labour 


sentiments as they have against the 
Tories, but as a resident of this 
socialist paradise that is Wales I have 
to put up and shut up not for just one 
week, but year after year. 

I live in one of the most deprived 
areas of Europe, despite the many 
years of Labour rule in local regional 
and national Government. 

One of the correspondents also 
mentioned “Chelsea tractors”. 
Interesting fact, if you happen to live 
in the borough of Chelsea and 
Kensington, one of the wealthiest 
parts of Britain per head of the 
population, instead of living in the 
Bridgend county council area, you 
would pay £500 year less council tax 
per annum on your property. Now 
that is a fact. 

Ian Hampton, Maesteg. 


serpent-like seats were 
eventually acquired. 

We agreed with 
BCBC the present 
location but as Gary 
Victor has already 
confirmed, no way did 
we suggest the seats 
should face away from 
the sea. 

It should be stated 
fairly that at the time the 
seats were positioned, 
the sea view would have 
been largely obstructed 
by a line of tree foliage 
which has since been 
removed. 

We applaud Bridgend 
Tourist Board for 
suggesting the ‘selfie 
seat’ as this has resulted 
in such major publicity 
for the town of 
Porthcawl. 

There must now be a 
case for one selfie seat 
to remain for a short 
time whilst it remains a 
tourist attraction but 
ultimately Porthcawl 
SHOUT would expect 
both seats to look out to 
sea as was originally 
intended. 

Clive Mort 
Porthcawl SHOUT 



Hidden 

young 


work of 
carers 


THE Rotary Club 
of Bridgend 

welcomed Hollie 
Roberts of Bridgend 
Young Carers to 
their breakfast 
meeting. 


responsibility. 

The money that 
Bridgend Rotary Club 
raises is used to provide 
Christmas parties and 
days out for the young 
carers. 

Hollie’s talk gave an 

TT 11 - 1 • j xu X insight into the daily 

Holhe explained that they 

she and her colleague 

Gemma Rees helped 52 (hanked by the members 


young carers 
different age 
from eight to 18 


three 

groups 


for her excellent 
presentation and for the 
work that she and her 


These young people colleagues do. 
have the main carer role The young carers 
for family members, project is funded by the 
parents or siblings, and charity Action for 
need support to cope Children, 
with this very difficult WM 


Bridgend 

Town 

Twinning 

committee 


AT the end of 
February, a 
delegation of 14 
members of the 
committee of 
Villenave d’Ornon 
town twinning 
arrived in Bridgend 
and stayed with 
hosts for the 
weekend. 

During this time, a 
very successful meeting 
was held at Carnegie 
House when both 
Twinning committees 
discussed the three-year 
Charter, set up last year, 
to “implement a 
networking of towns”. 

The objective is “to 
bring populations 
together and foster a true 
European awareness 
through our 
connections”. 

Aims of the charter 
include exchanges of 
citizens, promoting 
educational, sporting and 
cultural links of under 
25 s and to encourage 
economic relationships 
between businesses 
within our towns. 

During the weekend, 
members of both 
committees were also 
fortunate enough to 
attend the Wales v 
Erance rugby 
international at the 
Principality Stadium. 

Of course, the Welsh 
supporters were happiest 
with a win. The visit 
ended with a social 
evening and meal, 
rounded off with the 
customary musical 
entertainment! How 
lovely to spend happy 
times again with our 
European friends. 

Recently, a party of 
students from Villenave 
d’Ornon arrived to spend 
a week in Bridgend as 


part of the Student 
Exchange Programme. 

They attended school 
at Brynteg and 
Bryntirion and also 
visited places of cultural 
and historical interest in 
south Wales including St 
Pagan’s Museum of 
Welsh Life, Big Pit at 
Blaenavon and a very 
interesting tour of the 
Principality Stadium in 
Cardiff. 

These young people 
were kindly hosted by 
families through the 
schools and we are very 
grateful for the 
generosity and 
friendship shown by 
them (See photo on 
page 7). 

We hope these 
students will continue to 
keep in contact with 
each other in the future. 

Many thanks too, to 
the Prench departments 
of both schools, who 
along with Mrs 
Madeleine Walters 
(secretary of town 
twinning) planned such a 
varied and successful 
programme for the visit. 

The Bridgend 
committee is now keen 
to establish sporting 
links of under 25 s to 
visit Villenave d’Omon, 
so if your team or club is 
interested maybe you 
could contact us through 
our website. 

If you would like any 
information on Bridgend 
Town Twinning, visit 
our website on 
www.bridgendtowntwinn 
ing.co.uk 

You will find details 
of our meetings and 
events and how you can 
join us. We are always 
looking for new 
members with new 
ideas. 

AK 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 28) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should he remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

21 Thur 

06.59 

9.3 

19.19 

9.4 

22 Fri 

07.33 

9.6 

19.47 

9.7 

23 Sat 

08.05 

9.5 

20.21 

9.5 

24 Sun 

08.33 

9.5 

20.50 

9.5 

25 Mon 

09.04 

9.3 

21.19 

9.3 

26 Tues 

09.35 

9.2 

21.51 

9.1 

27 Wed 

10.07 

8.9 

22.25 

8.7 

28 Thur 

10.47 

8.6 

23.09 

8.5 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Police issue 
Porthcawl 
CCTV appeal 



POLICE in 
Porthcawl , 
a r e 

appealing 
f o r 

information 
to identify 
this man 
caught on 
CCTV. 

They want | 
to speak to him 
in connection 
with an assault which occurred in the early hours of 
Sunday, April 3, at The Cabin - a bar in Porthcawl. 

Anyone who recognises him is urged to contact 
South Wales Police via 101 quoting reference 
115406 or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 


i\ 


Bridgend man (58) 
‘unlawfully obtained’ 
£39,000 in benefits 


AN unemployed Bridgend man has been 
sentenced to 42 weeks’ imprisonment, 
suspended for two years, and made 
subject to a supervision order for two 
years at Cardiff Crown Court, writes AJ 
SICLUNA. 

Alun James (58) of Heol Frenhines, Bridgend, 
admitted three charges of making false statements 
to obtain benefits and failing to disclose details to 
the authorities. 

Prosecutor Tom Roberts said that for four years. 


housing allowance. 

The total he unlawfully obtained, said Mr 
Roberts, was £39,064. 

When investigations were carried out, he added, 
it was revealed that James owned a plot of land. 

The court heard he had a previous conviction for 
benefit fraud and had been fined £1,000. 

Said Judge David Wyn Morgan; “What’s been 
going on here?” 

James’ solicitor, Nick Hartland, said: “He has 
been given the opportunity to sell the plot of land 
James had claimed various state benefits to which market since last November 


he was not entitled. 

In 2010, he said, he claimed employment 


for £29,950. 

“Unfortunately, there have been no offers. It is 


support allowance and he also obtained job his only asset.” 

seekers’ allowance, claiming he was unfit to work Mr Hartland said that James had been repaying 
and in addition he received tax benefits and the sum of £25 a month. 


New care homes will 
add something extra 


TWO new Extra Care 
schemes are set to be 
built in Bridgend 
county borough. 

A spokesman for 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

(BCBC) said: “The state 
of the art facilities will be 
developed at two former 
comprehensive school 
sites - Maesteg Lower in 
Maesteg and Archbishop 


Launch of Bridgend 
business awards 


THURSDAY, May 5 will see 
the launch of the most 
prestigious business awards in 
Bridgend County Borough, 
when BBC TV presenter, Sian 
Lloyd joins members of the 
local business community at 
the Coed-y-Mwstwr Hotel, 
Coy church, to officially launch 
the Bridgend Business Forum 
Awards 2016. 

Organised by Bridgend Business 
Forum and supported by Bridgend 
County Borough Council, these 
awards have become a much 
anticipated event which gives local 
businesses a chance to demonstrate 
excellence in their fields. 

A full list of categories and details 
of how to enter will be available at the 


launch event, along with details of the 
remaining sponsorship packages 
available. 

Businesses will have until July 8 to 
enter the awards - all businesses based 
in Bridgend County Borough are 
eligible to enter. 

The launch is free to attend; to 
secure your place email: 
business@bridgend.gov.uk or for more 
information on the event email: Mary 
Pope, business events organiser on 
mary.pope@bridgend.gov.uk. 

The awards will culminate in a 
ceremony on Friday, September 23 at 
the Coed-y-Mwstwr Hotel, Coychurch, 
Bridgend. 

Full details of the awards and 
application forms will be available 
from May 5 from the website: 
www.bridgendbusines sforum .co .uk. 


■S* NHSIawye 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 


McGrath in Ynysawdre - 
in partnership with Line 
Cymru Housing 

Association. 

“The project will 
create a total of 45 new 
Extra Care units, with 20 
at Maesteg and 25 at 
Ynysawdre. These new 
schemes are also able to 
offer a residential care 
option to our existing 
residents for as long as 
required, as an 
alternative to the three 
ageing care homes within 
Maesteg, Ynysawdre and 
Ogmore Vale. The 
schemes have been 

developed as part of 
ongoing plans to 
modernise residential 
care services.” 

Extra Care facilities 
are designed to offer 
tenants their own 

apartments fitted with all 
the equipment they need 
to live safely and 
independently. The 
residential facility will 
offer 24/7 on-site support 
alongside a range of 
community facilities. 

They also enable 

couples to continue to 
live together within a 
supported environment 
after one partner’s care or 
health needs change. 

The county borough’s 
first Extra Care facility, 
Llys Ton, opened at 
Kenfig Hill in 2011. 

‘ACTIVE FOR 


LONGER’ 

Council Leader Mel 
Nott said: “We are 
pleased to be working 
with Line Cymru 
Housing Association on 
the forthcoming 

development of two new 
Extra Care schemes for 
the county borough. 

“Extra Care is 
designed to meet the 
needs of people as they 
grow older and enables 
them to live 
independently and 
actively for longer, and 
these facilities are 
destined to provide many 
benefits to the local 
community.” 

Coun Philip White, 
cabinet member for 
social services and 
wellbeing, added: “We 
know that people in 
Bridgend county 

borough want 

alternatives to traditional 
residential care, and we 
also want to create more 
sustainable care models 
to respond to projected 
increases in demand for 
care services 

“Extra Care is 
substantially different 
and massively advanced 
from traditional 

residential care. It 
remains the future of care 
throughout the UK, and 
we’ll continue to work 
with staff, service users 
and their families to 


ensure a smooth 
transition into the new 
facilities once they have 
been completed.” 

Susan Cooper, director 
for social services and 
wellbeing, said: “We are 
keeping in close contact 
with the people who live 
in the existing homes and 
their families, as well as 
staff and we will 
continue to do so. Their 
input is extremely 
valuable and we want 
them to contribute to the 
new plans to help us 
ensure that people can 
continue to benefit from 
all the care and support 
they need.” 

The chief executive of 
Linc-Cymru, Robert 
Smith, added: “BCBC 
and Line have worked 
successfully together on 
joint developments in the 
past and Line has a 
reputation for delivering 
high quality 

accommodation and an 
excellent customer 
experience for our 
tenants. 

“We are committed to 
delivering homes and 
services that promote 
wellbeing, dignity and 
choice for older people. 
Knowing that a loved 
one is in a safe and happy 
environment helps to 
alleviate stress and 
anxieties for families.” 


Young musicians win 
Lor(i Mayor’s ShieM 


AT a gala ceremony held at the 
Taliesin Theatre Swansea, 
pupils from St Mary’s and St 
Patrick’s Primary School, 
Maesteg, won the award for 
‘Outstanding School Music 
2016.’ 

Pupils performed in a wonderful 
showcase of talent featuring 
performances from a range of genres 
of music. 

Children from across a range of year 
groups had already competed at the 
Abertawe festival for young musicians 
earlier on the year taking home many 
awards for their performances. 

The festival comprises of a range of 
categories which include solo, duet, 
ensembles and larger groups. St 
Mary’s and St Patrick’s were involved 
in many of the competitions open to 
them. 


Judges were so impressed by their 
contrib^ution to the festival that they 
were invited to perform at the festival 
concert. 

The most memorable music acts 
from the day came together in a 
spectacular afternoon of musical 
talent. 

St Mary’s and St Patrick’s 
performed their own composition 
‘King of King’s with samba drums’. 

This was developed from the 
children’s own ideas with the help of 
Mrs Helen Turberville, who aided with 
the harmonies. 

Using a range of instruments from 
drums to plastic sweet tins to storage 
lids, pupils sang in a musical ‘round’ 
and accompanied with their own 
percussion. 

The Lord Mayor commented that 
the school had shown ‘excellent music 
skills’ where all children were included 
in a performance to remember. 


MILITARY 
COLLEGE ON 
TOP TRAINER’ 
SHORTLIST 


A PIONEERING 
college for 16 to 18- 
year-old military 
hopefuls with a 
branch in Bridgend 
will find out next week 
whether it has been 
named ‘Training 
Provider of the Year’ 
in one of the UK’s top 
awards for further 
education. 

The Military 

Preparation College 
(MPCT), which has 19 
bases across the UK 
including one at Queen 
Street, Bridgend, has 
been chosen as one of 
seven finalists for the 
prestigious TES Eurther 
Education Awards 2016. 

The shortlisting 
recognises the college’s 
unique ‘active learning’ 
curriculum and its focus 
on helping young people 
to reach their full 
potential by improving 
fitness levels, self- 
confidence and life skills. 

MPCT is run by ex¬ 
military instructors and is 
free to attend, receiving 
Government funding. 
The college operates a 
‘roll on, roll off’ joining 
process, meaning that 
students can join at any 
time during the year. 

Steve Tallis, lead 
instructor at Bridgend 
Military Preparation 
College, is also in the 


running for ‘Teacher of 
the Year’ at the national 
awards. 

An ex-soldier from the 
Welsh Guards and former 
fitness instructor, Steve 
has been the lead 
instructor at the college 
since its launch five 
years ago and recently 
received the annual 
Bridgend Mayor’s 
Individual Citizenship 
Award. 

The Military 

Preparation College 
gives those interested in 
pursuing military careers 
the best possible chance 
to pass selection for the 
Armed Eorces, and 
complete basic training. 

It also helps young 
people to move forward 
with further education, 
training and other 
employment routes by 
instilling valuable core 
values and life skills that 
are transferable to a 
range of vocations. 

The winners of the 
TES FE Awards will be 
revealed at a glittering 
ceremony at London’s 
Grosvenor House Hotel 
on Friday, April 22 
hosted by stand-up comic 
Shappi Khorsandi. To 
find out more about 
MPCT, call 08442 
438438 or visit 
www.mpct.co.uk. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.poirthcawl-today.co.uk 







Award winning indian sub continental cuisine 

Restaurant & Takeaway 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

4 COURSE MEAL 

Only £8.95pp 

Mon-Thurs 5.30-7pm 

2 FOR 1 

MON-THURS 

MAIN COURSE &P0PPAD0M 

5-8pm TAKEAWAY ONLY 

(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 


SUNDAY BANQUET 

5 COURSES £9.50 

Midday-11pm 

“Tel: 01446 771682 
01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
2014 Tiffin Cup Finalist 
Certificate of Excellence 
Trip Advisor 
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Rotary Club 
looks into 
the future 



Martin Patten (right) gave a talk to the 
Rotary Club of Bridgend recently. 


THE Rotary Club 
of Bridgend had a 
wonderful ‘evening 
of interest’ on 
Monday, April 4, 
with a talk from Mr 
Martin Patten, a 
retired operations 
manager with BP. 

When he retired, he 
took a further degree 
with the Open University 
in biology. 

Martin is well read 
and has a very keen 
interest in science and 
technology and the 
research and discovery 
implications for our 
futures. His talks and 
presentations are always 
fascinating. 

He is a member of the 
Lions Club International 
and a prominent member 
of Porthcawl USA. 

The talk was about the 
human genome project 
and how it opened many 
new horizons for 
researchers worldwide. 

The project produced 
the techniques to 
sequence any genome 
quickly and cheaply, the 
original sequencing cost 
$100m and took six 
years, whereas today it 
costs £58 to sequence 
your dog’s DNA on 
Amazon. 

The principles of what 
DNA is, how it functions, 
and how it is sequenced, 
were outlined and the 
rest of the talk 
concentrated on the 
various avenues of 
research that have 


developed using these 
new techniques. 

The sequencing of the 
microbes that live in and 
on the human body, our 
microbiome, is leading to 
greater understanding of 
the importance of the 
10,000 different species 
and the millions of genes 
they produce into our 
systems. 

Researchers have 
developed the ability to 
edit DNA as simply and 
as accurately as editing a 
written document, 
leading to the correction 
of detrimental mutations, 
with the hope of 
eliminating genetic 
disorders. 

This editing technique 
has many possibilities in 
all branches of biology: 
livestock, crops, wildlife 
conservation and 

ancestry to name a few. 

The sequencing helps 
in the identification of 
how patients respond to 
certain medication 
greatly improving 

outcomes. 

Natural life extension 
has benefitted 

enormously, with some 
researchers saying that 
the first human to live 
1,000 years is already 
bom and the aim is to 
stop human ageing; 20 
and 90 year olds will be 
indistinguishable, except 
maybe for wisdom. 

Discussion focussed 
on the social problems 
that will be presented as 
the research develops. 

WM 


Fame for new 
‘selfie’ bench 



HAVING seen all the media coverage, 
some of our holidaying guests at the 
Glamorgan Holiday Hotel took a trip out 
this morning to have their pictures taken 
on the new selfie bench. 

Hotel guest Alan Griffiths of Maesteg, is pictured 
with hotel receptionist Jess Day of Porthcawl. 

David Wilton, Glamorgan Holiday Hotel 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 



^Paws on PatroV 


TAWS ON PATROL’ IDEA 
CELEBRATES BIRTHDAY 


SOUTH Wales 
Police, in 

conjunction with 
South Wales Fire 
and Rescue Service, 
celebrated one year 
since the launch of 
its ‘Paws on Patrol’ 
initiative by staging 
events across the 
region on Saturday, 
April 9. 

Police officers, 

PCSOs, fire officers and 
existing Paws on Patrol 
members carried out a 
whistle-stop tour of 
community centres, 
shops, and popular dog 
walking hotspots in a bid 
to find new members, 
and they managed to 
increase their 


membership by 60. 

Since the initiative 
was launched last year, 
over 400 dog walkers 
have become Paws on 
Patrol members and they 
are from across south 
Wales. 

The initiative was set 
up to recmit dog owners 
as extra eyes and ears for 
help in the fight against 
anti-social behaviour and 
crime. 

peso Katie Andrews, 
who started the initiative 
in the Bridgend area, 
said: “Collectively dog 
owners cover many miles 
every day when they 
walk their dogs, 
including urban and rural 
areas, on estates, parks, 
and wasteland, often at 
times when few other 
people are about such as 


Young poets 
get writing! 


THE Bridgend 
Young Poet of the 
Year is a new 
competition 
organised by 

Bridgend’s arts 
centre Carnegie 
House with support 
from Awen, 

Bridgend’s cultural 
trust, and funded by 
Arts Council of 
Wales. 

The competition is 
now open and there are 
two categories, school 
years 7 to 11, and 12-13. 
All poems should be 
between one and 40 
lines, and original work. 

The closing date for 
the competition is May 9. 
Poems should be 
submitted to Harriet 
Hopkins or Diana 
Apperley c/o the Awen 
trust, or via email. 

All poems should be 
clearly marked with the 
writer’s name, age, 
address, telephone 
number, school and year 
group. 

All entrants will be 
invited to take part in a 
series of writing 
workshops in Carnegie 
House from June 
onwards. 

The judges in the 
competition are Robert 
Minhinnick and Kristian 


Evans who are both 
published poets and live 
in Bridgend county 
borough. 

There will be shortlists 
of six poets in each 
category. All writers on 
the shortlists will be 
invited to take part in the 
‘live final’ on June 2 at 
6.30pm in Carnegie 
House (Old Library), 
Wyndham Street, 

Bridgend. 

The prizes are: 

First prize, £50 for 
winners in both 
categories, sponsored by 
Coity Building 

Contractors. The senior 
winner will also receive a 
copy of Robert 
Minhinnick’s 
‘Fairground Music’ and 
Kristian Evans’ 

‘Unleaving’. 

Runner-up prizes are 
donated by Bridgend 
publisher Seren Books, 
and include volumes of 
poetry by Rhian Edwards 
and Jonathan Edwards. 

Join the event on 
Facebook 
wwwfacebook.com/carn 
egiehouse. Poems 

should be forwarded by 
email to 

harriet.hopkins@awen- 
wales.com or posted to 
Bridgend Young Poet of 
the Year, do Carnegie 
House, Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend CF31 IFF. 


early in the morning or 
late at night. To have 
them looking out for 
suspicious incidents 
could be a great help.” 

Paws on Patrol 
members are urged to 
report anything 

suspicious and any 
antisocial behaviour to 


the police. They are also 
sent appeals for 
information directly from 
the police who hope that 
they can assist with 
investigations by 

recalling anything 
significant they may 
have noticed on their 
walks. 


Conservative 
candidates selected 
to fight Ogmore 



Alex Williams (left) and Jamie Wallis (right). 


TWO local men 
have been selected 
by Ogmore 

Conservatives to 
fight in the 
forthcoming 
elections in the 
constituency. 

Jamie Wallis and Alex 
Williams, who both live 
in Pencoed, will fight the 
double election on May 5 
- Mr Wallis as the 
Assembly candidate and 
Mr Williams in the 
parliamentary by- 

election caused by the 
resignation of Huw 
Irranca-Davies. 

Both have lived their 
entire lives in Ogmore. 
Mr Wallis (31), was born 
in Betws and brought up 
in Ogmore Vale. After 
attending Brynteg 
Comprehensive, he won 
a place at Oxford to study 
chemistry and now has a 
doctorate in astro- 
biology. 

He lives with his wife 
and two-year-old 

daughter. The couple 
expect their second child 
during April. He works in 
the family business in 


Pencoed. 

Mr Williams, also 31, 
was bom and brought up 
in Pencoed and after 
attending Pencoed 
Comprehensive, studied 
politics at Bath 
University and also did a 
postgraduate 
qualification in politics 
in France and America. 

He has worked for a 
large IT company, for the 
media regulator Ofcom 
and is now the political 
advisor to the Shadow 
Minister for Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs at the 
Welsh Assembly. 

He stood in the last 
assembly elections 
against Carwyn Jones in 
Bridgend and also sits on 
Pencoed Town Council 
representing Hendre 
ward. 

Mr Wallis said: “The 
Welsh Labour 

Government is one of the 
world’s longest-serving 
governments and these 
old war horses should be 
put out to pasture so that 
people with fresh ideas 
and energy can come into 
power before health and 
education are further 
damaged.” 


_ Thursday April 21st, 2016 

Who wants to 
build what 
and where? 


Mr Warren Videan - 44 
Commercial Street, 
Maesteg - Wall relief 
(tree) with some 
protrusion, depicting 
mining history 
(symbolic) of the valley. 
Asda Bridgend 
superstore - off 
Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend - Four fascia 
signs, four disc signs, 
one totem sign, two 
banner frame signs 
(associated with petrol 
station). 

Graham Paul Limited - 
Court House, Court 
Road, Bridgend - New 
branded signage. 

Hafod Housing 
Association - Rear of 
26 Ffordd Priordy, 
Sarn - Fell Ash tree to 
ground level. 

C D Morgan - 
Heddfan, Derllwyn 
Road, Tondu - Fell 
Oak, three Ash trees, 
reduce to safe height, 
one Sycamore to be 
felled. 

Anwen Care Ltd - Heol 
Pan-yr-Awel, Ogmore 
Vale - Two and three 
storey extensions to 
residential care home 
for additional 12 
bedrooms, stretcher lift 
and ancillary 
accommodation. 

Mr G Norris - Former 
Blaenllynh Infants 
School, Grosvenor 
Terrace, Maesteg - 
Erect six three-bed 
detached dwellings and 
eight two-bed semi¬ 
detached dwellings. 

Mr and Mrs David - 
Newton Cottage, 

Clevis Hill, Newton - 
Redevelop coach house 
and western wing of 
cottage with new single 
storey link to create a 
separate dwelling. 

RDL Building Services 
Ltd - 2 The Precinct, 
Nottage - Rear 
extension. 

Mr Gareth Williams - 
Newbridge Farmhouse 
off Merthyrmawr 
Road, Bridgend - 

Increase height of 
ground floor annex with 
covered walkways, new 
chimney, porch with 
internal and external 
alterations. 

Mr Heddwyn James - 
Plot 16, Abergarw 
Farm, Brynmenyn - 
Proposed dwelling. 
Persimmon Homes West 
Wales - Area R14 and 
R15 Parc Derwen, 
Coity - Residential 
development of 126 
dwellings. 

Messrs J Hill and A 
Olding - Ground Floor, 
2 Heol y Capel, 

Nottage - Change of 
use from A1 (shop) to 
A3 (hot food takeaway). 
Mr A and Mrs G 
Hearne - Land at 


Nanthir Farm, rear of 
James Road, 
Blaengarw - Extend 
time in which to submit 
reserved matters for 
P/12/875/OUT (three 
detached dwellings). 

Ms S O’Neill - Gilfach 
Uchaf Farm, 
Llangynwyd - Non 
material amendment to 
P/14/758/FUL (internal 
room alterations, 
changes to fenestration). 
Mr Amesen - 
Graigwen, Hendre 
Road, Pencoed - Erect 
an agricultural building 
rear of Graigwen, 
provide store for 
seasoned timber for 
biomass boiler, hay, 
machinery. 

Mr S and Mrs J 
Williams - West 
Winds, 2 Locks Lane, 
Porthcawl - 
Construction of one 
two-and-a-half storey 
house in the grounds of 
2 Locks Lane. 

Mr Simon Poole - 19 
Wimborne Road, 
Pencoed - Two storey 
rear extension. 

Fulgo Developments - 
Land at Dunraven 
Business Park, off 
Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend - Retention 
of change of use of land 
for Royal Mail car park. 
Mrs Karen Donaldson - 
Land off Heol Faen, 
Maesteg - Two 
detached bungalows and 
detached garages. 

South Wales Wood 
Recycling - FMR 
Bryncethin Nurseries 
and South Wales Wood 
Recycling, Pant Hirw, 
Heol y Cyw - Approval 
of details for conditions 
1 and 8 of 
P/14/711/FUL. 

Executors of Mr D J 
Thomas - Land at 
Waterton Lane, 
Bridgend - Relax 
condition 2 of 
P/13/15/RLX; extend 
period to submit 
application for approval 
of reserved matters. 
Starburst Ltd - Land 
south of Kingsway 
Buildings, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate - 
Erect class B1/B2/B8 
units with associated 
parking and amended 
site entrance/fence. 
Grwp Gwalia - 2 
Brackla Street, 
Bridgend - Change of 
use from a former 
newspaper publisher’s 
premises to a housing 
service information 
centre. 

Mr D Hayes - 2 
Hillside Gardens, 
Pontycymmer - Family 
room extension to rear, 
raise roof to side to 
provide bedroom with 
ensuite, French doors 
with Juliet balcony. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 
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THE GEM - 5 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


Laleston WI 

THE April 7 meeting of 
Laleston WI was 
opened by secretary 
Diane Marshall, who 
welcomed everyone, 
including two guests. 

The minutes of the 
previous meeting were 
read and agreed. 
Everyone sent their best 
wishes for a speedy 
recovery to vice president 
Barbara Rees. News that 
president Margaret Aylen 
continues to improve was 
welcomed. 

Diane introduced the 
speaker, Andrew Evans 
from the Western 
Beacons Mountain 
Search and Rescue. 

Along with his colleague 
Mike, their interesting 
presentation gave us an 
insight into the world- 
class service given by a 
group of highly trained 
volunteers. 

They all deserve 
everyone’s support. A 
vote of thanks was given 
by Gwyneth Jenkins. 

The members were 
looking forward to the 
visit to Llanelli House on 
May 4 with afternoon tea 
on the menu. A number 
of members will be 
attending the Glamorgan 
Eederation annual council 
meeting, at Princess 
Royal Theatre, Port 
Talbot on May 10. 

The raffle was won by 
Pat Gulwell. 

The luncheon club met 
at The Pheasant, Pen-y- 
fai. The monthly book 
club was held at 
Bridgend library. 

The next meeting will 
be held on May 5 at 
7.15pm in Blandy Hall 
(Laleston Gardening 
Club). Along with the 
business of our annual 
meeting we will be 
having a ‘Bring and 
Buy’. New members are 
always welcome. For 
further information call 
Diane on 01656 656600. 

Florida choir 
in Porthcawl 

ON Friday, May 6, at 
730pm the Bois Goetre 


Hen male choir under 
its musical director Dale 
Evans and accompanist 
Bethan Edwards, will 
be joining with special 
guests Florida State 
University Singers 
under their musical 
director Kevin Fenton 
(Professor of choral 
conducting and 
ensembles) at All Saints 
Church, Porthcawl. 

Also appearing will be 
soloist Rhydian Jenkins, 
winner of numerous 
Eisteddfodau and the 
current holder of the 
Welsh Association of 
Male Choirs Geraint 
Morris Memorial Award. 

Tickets are available 
from members of the host 
choir - Bois Goetre-Hen 
a’r Cylch; via email: 
boisgoetrehen @ gmail .co 
m or from the secretary 
on 07976 420161. 

Plant sale 

LALESTON Garden 
Club meets at Cliff 
Cottage, High Street, 
adjacent to the parish 
church and has a 
thriving ladies’ section 
which meets on the first 
and third Ihesday in 
the month at 730pm. 

The annual plant sale 
is on Saturday, May 5 at 
10am; there is no entry 
charge. 

There are hundreds of 
assorted plants, 
vegetables and flowers. 
The ladies will be hosting 
a coffee morning with a 
grand raffle, with some 
excellent prizes, also a 
cake stall. A ticket for 
the coffee morning will 
be£l. 

Money raised goes 
toward the ongoing 
repairs and maintenance 
needed at the property, 
which is a Grade 2 listed 
building, and is used well 
throughout the local 
community. There will 
be free parking at 
Laleston Inn courtesy of 
the landlord. 

Swing band 

AT St Theodore’s 
Church, Kenfig Hill on 
Thursday, April 21 


there will be a concert 
titled ‘Swing Into 
Spring’ featuring 
Bridgend Swing Band 
and vocalists, with the 
music of Benny 
Goodman, Count 
Basie, Duke Ellington 
and Glenn Miller. 

The doors open at 
7pm and it starts at 
7.30pm. Tickets are 
available from Theo’s 
Charity Shop, Bridge 
Street, Kenfig Hill or by 
telephoning 01656 
742703 or 01656 665547. 

Cefn 
Cribwr 
social events 

EVERY Thursday 
evening from 6.15pm to 
7.15pm at Bethlehem 
Church Life Centre, 
there is the ultimate 
dance fitness party of 
Zumba. It is highly 
energetic and fun, 
classes are £4 and you 
pay as you go, complete 
nine classes and the 
10th is free. 

For more information 
call Andy on 07974 
962194. 

Tomorrow, Friday 
April 22 at 7pm there is a 
fundraising evening for 
Tenovus the cancer care 
charity in the community 
centre (the Green HaU). 

Top entertainment will 
be provided by Pencoed 
Silver Band and the 
Bridgend Tenovus choir. 
Doors open at 6.30pm. 

Tickets are £5 and can 
be obtained from Jill on 
01656 740026 or e-mail 
tickets @ cefnevents .com. 

Stargazing 
for pupils 

THANKS to funding 
from the National 
Science Academy, 
Tynyrheol Primary 
School, Llangeinor has 
arranged an astronomy 
day for pupils for today 
(Thursday, April 21). 

The day comprises a 
3D show in the morning 
for the whole school, a 
3D show for all Key 
stage 2 pupils, then a 
workshop in the 



The building is Grade II listed 
and is f historical interest 




THE PUMPING STATION 

A shoppers paradise... 

covering Sjloors Scbrimming with over 45 individual dealers. 



Enjoy eye-catching objects,from fine antiques, memorabilia, 
militaria, hobbies Scinteriors to traditional S^vintage &jmuch more... 


Chargeable delivery service. Free parking 

9.30-5.30pm, 1 days a week, induding bank holidays. On-site cafe, offering hot/cold snacks 10am-4pm 


Tel: 02920 221085 The Pumping Station, 

www.thepumpingstation-cardiff.co.uk Penarth Road, Cardiff CF11 8TT 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



afternoon for class 3. 

The school has been 
very lucky to arrange this 
as there are very few of 
these workshops taking 
place in the Bridgend 
area! 

The school is hoping 
that this will inspire and 
excite the pupils, and 
there may even be a 
future astronomer 
amongst them. 

Congratulations to 
Madison Parry, Oliver 
Burrows, and Gethin 
Lewis who have been 
selected for the second 
round of the district 
basketball trials on April 
21 . 

The following pupils 
gained star awards in the 
last week of the Easter 
term: nursery - Oliver 
Watkins for being a 
confident member of 
class 1. 

Reception: Oscar 
Brunt for trying hard to 
learn his flashcards. 

Year 1 - Sophie Jones 
for great counting in tens. 

Year 2 - lestyn 
Riddiford for working 
hard on his mathematics, 
at home and in school. 

Year 3 - Erin Quigley 
for super work rounding 
to the nearest 10 and 100. 

Year 4 - Zoe Baird for 
great use of a thesaurus to 
find words to describe 
Camp Green Lake. 

Year 5 - Lloyd 
Grabham and Brandon 
Riddiford for excellent 
team work, solving 
mathematical problems 


using Venn diagrams. 

Year 6 - Noah Pook 
for excellent literacy 
work, based on the class 
novel, ‘Holes’. 

Headteacher’s award - 
Logan Cinderby for 
working independently 
on his spelling targets. 

Free Courses 

THESE are open to all 
residents who live in a 
Communities First 
residential area, proof is 
required. 

A food preparation 
safety course in which 
you can gain a 
qualification is at YMCA, 
Angel Court, Angel 
Street, Bridgend on 
Friday, May 6 from 9.30 
am to 3.00pm. 

There is an emergency 
first aid course, level 2 in 
St Mary’s, Nolton church 
hall on Wednesday, May 
4 from 9.30am - 3pm. 

A free lunch is 
provided, to book a place 
call Jenny on 01656 
643634 / 07974 399194. 

Curtain Up 
youth theatre 

AT the last performance 
I saw of these 
youngsters, I could not 
praise them enough and 
I am so looking forward 
to see their next show at 
Maesteg Town Hall on 
May 5 - 6 at 7pm and 
May 7 at 230pm. 

They will be 
performing Disney’s 
version of The Little 
Mermaid, which is based 
on the Hans Christian 


Anderson story. Tickets 
can be obtained from the 
box office on 01656 
733700. 

Tondu Primary 
School 

MRS Susan Pilcher 
invites all carers of 
pupils in Miss Morgan’s 
class Cynffig to share in 
the class assembly next 
Thursday, April 28 at 
1030am. 

They will be welcome 
to have a cup of Fairtrade 
tea or coffee from 10am. 

Susan would like to 
congratulate the 
following pupils who 
were awarded the most 
‘Good Manners’ points in 
their classes last term. 
They will be treated to a 
special tea today (April 
21) at Bryngarw Country 
Park. 

They are as follows: 
Mrs Jones’/Mrs Richards’ 
class Afan: Bradley 
McCarthy, Aaron Martin. 

Miss Morgan’s class 
Cynffig: Hannah Joseph, 
Evan Dare. 

Mrs Woolls’ class 
Ewenni: Imogen Lewis, 
William Ockwell Bowen. 

Mrs Pugh’s class 
Garw: George Jarman 
Davies, Elaine Wang. 

Mr Lewis’ class 
Llynfi: Ella Williams, 
Noah Barry. 

Miss Davies’ class 
Ogwr: Carmen Evans, 
Will Davies. 

Mrs Lucas’ class 
Rhondda: Megan 
Simpson, Ben Thomas. 


Bridgend Male Choir 
to sing in Birmingham 



A few of the choristers. 


AFTER a busy month of choir- 
related weddings, choristers 
are currently focusing on 
learning for a massed concert 
at Birmingham Town Hall on 
May 7. 

It’s the occasion of the 50th birthday 
celebration of Canoldir Male Voice 
Choir and BMC is proud to be invited. 

The Bridgend choristers will be 
joined by the choirs of Cardiff Arms 
Park, Dunvant and Pontarddulais, as 
well as soprano Menna Cazel Davies 
and violinist Jody Smith. 

If it’s as successful as a previous 
event, there’s much to look forward to. 

Plans are also progressing for the 
choir’s fundraising luncheon, with 
guest speaker the award-winning 


journalist, broadcaster and author 
Carolyn Hitt. 

This takes place at the Heronston 
Hotel on Friday, June 17. Enquiries for 
tickets/tables are welcomed by choir 
secretary Gareth Reese, telephone 
07773 170373 or chairman Gareth 
Davies, e-mail: 

garethj amesdavies @ gmail .com 

Gareth also welcomes contact from 
visitors to the area who would like to 
attend the choir’s weekly rehearsal to 
experience a Welsh choral treat. Also 
welcome are potential choristers who 
wish to sample the sound and 
camaraderie. 

Rehearsal venue details are on the 
choir website 

www.bridgendmalechoir.co .uk. 


Miss Greenman’s class 
Taf: Sasha Rower, lestyn 
Ellis. 

Mrs James’ class Tawe: 
Tomos Hutchinson, Liam 
Lloyd. 

Miss Mahoney’s/Mrs 
Evans’ class Usk: Keira 
Hill, Lilly Foley. 

There is an informal 
group meeting of parents 
on Tuesday mornings 
from 10.30am to 
11.30am, to help prepare 
resources for the children. 
It is called Helping Hands 
and everyone is welcome, 
the more hands the 
merrier. 

Mrs Pilcher wishes to 
congratulate the Eco Club 
and committee under the 
direction of Mrs Richards, 
who have successfully 
won the Eco Schools 
Green Rag 1st Platinum 
renewal. 


Ogmore Valley 
Male Choir 

THE organising 
conunittee on this choir 
put in a great deal of 
effort to help raise funds 
for community events. 

An evening with this 
choir is an evening of wit 
and lovely singing, and it 
always encourages the 
audience to join in. 

This time it is helping 
Sarah Burnell School of 
Dance to raise funds for 
Wales to have a team 
enter the world qualifying 
competition. Members of 
the dance school will also 
be performing. 

The concert is at 
Bridgend Rugby Club on 
Friday, April 29 at 7pm. 
Tickets are £5 from choir 
members, or call Laura on 
07982 217091. 


Letter writers 
fear Labour’s days 
are numbered 


I T amazes me 
that the 
Bridgend and 
Porthcawl edition 
of the GEM 
contains so many 
letters from a local 
authority outside of 
Bridgend and 
Porthcawl, 
although I believe 
the Vale GEM 
edition carried this 
‘wrap around’. 

Could it be that after 
17 years of Welsh 
Labour Government, the 
letter writers in this 
week’s Bridgend and 
Porthcawl GEM are 


concerned that the wind 
of change is about to 
happen? 

Wales has not much 
to boast about under 
Labour - failed with 
NHS, business, schools, 
care and housing. Add 
to this 13 years of 
Labour control of the 
UK Government when 
the county was left in 
financial ruin and we are 
in one way or another all 
suffering the 
consequences. 

The letters show how 
lacking they are with 
their inward and outward 
thinking. 

Wake up! 

Barry Hoey, 

Bridgend. 


INSTALL 


We will not be beaten on 
any written quotation for 
the Barry area 


MINI 


Tel: 01446 
421072 


Email: installskiphireltd® 
hotmail.co.uk 




MAXI 


Unit12F, Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry CF633RF 


XL MAXI 



All sizes available. 
Delivered & Collected. 

Waste Collection Service. 
Labour Hire to load your Skip. 

Grab Hire & Plant Hire. 

95% of our waste is recycled. 
Council/highway permits arranged. 


Waste Carrier Number 0%r 
CB/LE5004GH 
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Scott’s memoir 
‘Out’ receives 
five star reviews 



by GEM 
REPORTER 


THE memoir of a 
gay Barry man, 
who overcame 
bullying, has 
received 11 five star 
reviews on Amazon. 

Scott McGlynn told 
The GEM: “My book 
‘Out’ is a chronicle 
about the years I was 
bullied for being gay and 
how I overcame it. 

“It describes my 
experiences growing up 
and learning to accept 
my true self. 

“ I wrote the book to 
help and inspire others 
going through the same 
situation in school or a 
work place, getting 
verbal abuse for just for 
being themselves.” 

One reviewer on 
Amazon commented: 
“Out is a short, but 
powerful and moving 
autobiographical book, 
telling of the early 
struggles faced by a gay 
boy in a small Welsh 
town. 

“It chronicles 28-year- 
old Scott's early life. 


growing up in Barry. He 
tells of his secondary 
school experiences, 
where he ran into bullies 
who hated him solely 
because of his sexuality, 
at a time when he was 
still learning to come to 
terms with it himself.” 

Another commented: 
“One would be forgiven 
for thinking that Scott 
has had more books 
published - it's hard to 


realise that this is his 
first due to the powerful 
use of language, and the 
way he unfolds his 
journey right through to 
his first couple of jobs.” 

Scott now manages a 
salon in Cardiff and runs 
a celebrity interview 
blog at 

www.scottmcglynn .net .1 
have my celebrity 
interview blog 
www.scottmcglynn.net 


Southerndown WI learns 
about creative writing 


W HEN we 
saw the 
layout of 
the tables for the 
April meeting of 
Southerndown WI, 
we wondered if we 
were going back 
school for the 
evening! 

Our speaker was 
Laura Foalkes who was 
to talk to us about 
creative writing - and 
the tables were needed 
so that we could take 
part in a few exercises. 

We started off 
thinking about emotions 
and writing a few 
sentences about any 
emotional experience we 
remembered, from being 
a child. 

Some were funny, 
some were touching and 


some were quite 
frightening, but we all 
agreed it was difficult to 
condense the chosen 
situations into three 
sentences. 

Laura explained how 
to develop the plot of a 
story by concentrating 
on the relationships 
between characters and 
emphasised that the 
opening sentence is the 
most important, 
particularly if writing 
for children, so that the 
reader will be hooked 
and want to carry on 
reading. 

We surprised 
ourselves by recognising 
the opening sentences 
from several famous 
novels that Laura read. 

She then challenged 
us to use our 
imaginations by 
describing how 


Free blood 
pressure tests 
in Porthcawl 


Rotary 
International in 
Great Britain and 
Ireland and the 
Stroke Association 
have teamed up to 
help people in 
Porthcawl take a 
moment and get 
their blood pressure 
tested. 

They will be hosting 
free blood pressure tests 
at Trinity Church, 
Porthcawl on April 30 
(from 10am to 4pm) to 
raise awareness of the 
link between high blood 


pressure and stroke. 

Over half of all strokes 
can be caused by high 
blood pressure. As well 
as having a blood 
pressure check, residents 
will also receive advice 
on steps to keep it under 
control and reduce their 
stroke risk. 

The test takes a 
moment to do and 
potentially, it could save 
your life. 

Last year Rotary held 
1,680 events around the 
country and this year 
they are keen to reach 
even more people. 


everyday kitchen objects 
- small items she had 
brought with her - could 
be used as the basis of a 
story. 

It was a presentation 
we all enjoyed. 

The remainder of the 
evening was taken up 
covering business issues 
such as a short 
discussion and vote on 
this year’s resolutions, 
as well as 

correspondence from 
NFWI and the 
Glamorgan Federation 
newsletter. 

Don’t forget that the 
next meeting on 
Thursday, May 12, is 
our annual meeting at 
which a new committee 
will be appointed - any 
members can put their 
name forward to be on 
the conunittee; it’s good 
fun and a great way to 
get to know people and 
to find out more about 
how the WI works. 

Everyone is 

encouraged to attend the 
meeting as we may need 
to vote for the role of 
president - and there 
will be a plate supper... 

Our coffee morning 
this month will be held 
today, Thursday, April 
21 at 10.30am in All 
Saints’ Church in 
Southerndown. 

As it is on the 
Queen’s 90th birthday 
you may like to continue 
a WI tradition and wear 
a hat! We look forward 
to seeing you. 

PM 


WI are told about compassion 
on board the Mercy Ship... 


O N March 14, 
Sker WI 
V i c e - 
president Eunice 
Howell stepped in 
for president Nora 
Williams who had 
sadly lost her 
mother. 

The heartfelt 

condolences of Sker WI 
are sent to Nora at this 
sad time. Eunice 
welcomed 39 members 
to the meeting. 

This month’s speaker 
was Mrs Sheila Pugh, 
accompanied by her 
husband Elfed. The title 
of her presentation was 
simply ‘Mercy Ships’. 

She began by 
explaining that the 
couple first became 
interested in the work of 
the Mercy Ship during a 
stay in Tenerife some 
time ago, when they took 
the opportunity to go on 
a guided tour of the 
vessel. 

They were so moved 
by the work carried out 
by this totally voluntary 
organisation that they 
eventually took on roles 
as advocates and 
fundraisers for Mercy 
Ships UK. 

Sheila’s presentation 
opened with a short 
video that was, in turn, 
both distressing and 
uplifting. 

It highlighted the tmly 
life-changing procedures 
that are carried out both 
on board and in some of 
the world’s poorest 
communities, that help to 
improve the lives of 
people physically, 
emotionally and socially. 

As one of the 
contributors on the video 
said: “The Mercy Ship 
represents a lot of hope 
for a lot of people.” 

Sheila explained that 
Mercy Ships (there is 
only ever one in 
operation at any one 
time), was founded in 
1978 by Dr Don and Mrs 
Deyon Stephens. 

They have always 
used disused cruise liners 
or ferries for conversion 
into hospital ships. The 
current re-incarnation. 


Africa Mercy, was 
donated by Anne Gloag, 
the founder of 
Stagecoach Transport. 

The ship is currently 
berthed in Toamasina, 
Republic of Madagascar. 
She is on a 10-month 
tour of duty lasting from 
August 2015 until June 
2016. 

Africa Mercy’s plan 
for its tour in 
Madagascar was “to 
provide over 2,000 
surgeries for adults and 
child patients onboard, to 
treat over 10,000 at a 
land-based dental 

surgery, and provide 
healthcare education to 
Malagasy health care 
professionals”. 

It is very easy to 
understand Sheila’s 
statement that it costs 
£3,000 a day to keep the 
Mercy Ship afloat! 

In order to raise this 
enormous sum, Mercy 
Ships is entirely 
dependent on donations 
of money, time and 
equipment from 

individuals , 
organisations and 

government bodies 
world-wide. 

Since 1978, Mercy 
Ships has worked in 70 
different countries. 

Africa Mercy has a 
crew of 450 volunteers 
working across all 
disciplines from medical 
practitioners to cleaners, 
cooks and porters. 

She has six operating 
theatres, 82 beds in 
various wards (including 
a children’s ward). 

She also offers dental 
care in community 
settings and services also 
include a community- 
based palliative care 
team. 

The ethos of the 
Mercy Ships is to work 
actively with 

communitie s, training 
local people in primary 
healthcare practices and 
developing community 
projects, for example 
schemes to develop clean 
drinking water systems. 

Another example of 
this is the agricultural 
expert aboard Africa 
Mercy whose role is to 
work with local 
communities to educate 


Wor/z under 
way to improve 
seaside cycling 
in Porthcawl 


WORK is 

underway on a new 
route that can be 
shared by cyclists 
and pedestrians 
along Porthcawl’s 
seafront. 

A number of 
improvements are being 
made so that users of the 
route which already runs 
between Rest Bay and 
Mallard Way can 
continue their journeys 
all the way to Sandy Bay. 

Work started last week 
on West Drive, and the 
scheme will improve 
conditions for cyclists 
and walkers by widening 
footways, improving 
drainage, resurfacing. 


and installing new kerbs 
and signage to make the 
seafront even more 
visitor-friendly. 

The route will use the 
lower promenade 

between the Seabank 
Hotel and the RNLI 
Station, before passing 
the marina and following 
the Eastern Promenade. 

The route will not only 
be used for leisure, but it 
will also encourage 
‘active travel’ by making 
it easier for people to 
walk or cycle their 
everyday journeys, such 
as to school or work, by 
enhancing the links to 
local attractions, 

facilities and businesses. 


them in the ways to grow 
their own crops and try to 
encourage healthier diets. 

Obviously, 
fundraising is vital if 
Mercy Ships is to 
continue to provide such 
vital services. 

Sheila explained that 
she and Elfed are also 
volunteers and, as such, 
donate all fees from their 
presentations to Mercy 
Ships UK. 

A collection on the 
night also raised a very 
welcome £105. 

Sheila ended her 
presentation with a very 
fitting quote from 
Mahatma Gandhi: “The 
best way to find yourself, 
is to lose yourself in the 
service of others.” 

Heather Jenkins gave 
the vote of thanks, 
comparing and 

contrasting Mercy Ships 
with our own struggling 


NHS. She wished the 
organisation all the best 
from Sker WI. 

If anyone is interested 
in learning more about 
Mercy Ships UK, you can 
find them on the website 
www.mercyships.org or 
contact Sheila and Elfed 
on sande@hotmail.co.uk 

Among other topics in 
this month’s busy 
meeting, we discussed 
next month’s Annual 
Meeting; the theme for 
that meeting, once the 
important business is 
completed, is country 
and western, so members 
are asked to come 
prepared and dress 
accordingly! 

A summer outing is 
being planned to visit 
Abbey Cwm Hir, at the 
end of June, and of 
course everyone is 
looking forward to the 
golden anniversary 


supper at the Hi-Tide. 

Sker WI secretary, 
Cynthia Sidey, informed 
the meeting that we had 
been approached to 
support a memorial to the 
Santampa disaster to be 
erected in the marina 
area and that this had 
been approved by 
committee. 

This month’s 

competition colour was 
gold. First place went to 
Leslie Davies, second 
place to Brenda 
Mahoney and in third 
place was Eunice 
Howell. 

Sker WI meets at 7pm 
on the second Thursday 
of the month at St 
David’s Church Hall, 
Nottage village. 

Visitors are always 
welcome so why don’t 
you call in and say hello? 

CHRISTINE 

BEYNON 


Cardiff Castle hosts 
Bridgend Military 
College activity day 



Students enjoy a ride on the River Toff. 


FIFTY teenage learners from 
Bridgend’s Military 

Preparation College descended 
on Cardiff Castle on Friday, 
April 15 to take part in an 
adrenaline-fuelled activity day 
with the Royal Marines. 

The special ‘Meet the Marines’ 
event, held in the grounds of Cardiff 
Castle, gave interested young learners 
a valuable opportunity to gain 
practical experience of what a career 
as a Royal Marine involves. 

Over the course of the day. Royal 
Marines put the young people through 
their paces, with an intensive 
programme combining physical and 
mental activities. 


Students came from Military 
Preparation Colleges across south 
Wales to take part in the day’s 
activities which included a laser quest 
competition, physical training session 
and a practical leadership challenge 
where the learners’ problem solving 
skills were put to the test. 

Those brave enough to take on the 
challenge also had the chance to abseil 
down the walls of Cardiff Castle and 
test their luck on the Marines’ 
climbing wall. 

For the ultimate treat, students from 
the college also enjoyed an 
exhilarating ride along the River Taff 
in one of the Marine’s inflatable 
raiding crafts. 


Staedtler celebrates 
anniversary with tree 
planting at school 


AS part of its 50th 
anniversary 
celebrations, 
Staedtler (UK) Ltd 
began a year-long 
community 
programme in 
January in 

association with 
environmental 
charity 
Groundwork Wales. 

The programme 
started with the 
Bridgend-based 
company equipping 
Groundwork’s 
community classroom 
with stationery supplies 
and then a different 
activity, usually with ‘50’ 
as its theme, takes place 
each month. 



On Wednesday, April field maples 

13, nine pupils from accompanied by Rachel 
Ysgol Bro Sannon in Woolley, Staedtler’s 
Aberbargoed’s Eco marketing manager, Sian 
Committee helped plant Teagle, Ysgol Bro 
50 trees in a field at the Sannon eco committee 
back of the school. teacher, Hywel Abbott 

The children, from and Laura Bull, project 
years-5 and 6, planted a officers. Groundwork 
mix of oaks, cherries and Wales. 
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Ethan Waters (front) with (left to right): Lucy Edwards^ 
Emily Stradling and Alecia Morgan. 


Porthcawl Comp 
makes its mark 
in basketball as 
four pupils are 
selected for Wales 


PORTHCAWL 
Comprehensive 
School has made big 
strides in basketball 
in recent years - 
and this has been 
reflected in the 
selection of four 
pupils for Welsh 
teams. 

The girls are leading 
the way, with three called 
up for the Wales under- 
18 team that will 
compete in the 
Federation of 

International Basketball 
Associations (FIBA) 
European Championship 
in Tblisi, Georgia. 

Lucy Edwards plays 
guard, and this will be 
the third time she has 
represented Wales, while 
Alecia Thomas, a 
forward, is collecting her 
Welsh team kit for a 
second time. 

Emily Stradling, who 
also plays guard, has 
previously represented 
Wales at under-16 level, 
and is going as team 
captain. 

Not to be forgotten, 
Ethan Waters - yet 
another guard - recently 
returned from Greece 
where he played for 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


Wales under-16. 

The young basketball 
players are coached in 
school by Andrew 
Stradling, Emily’s father, 
and he explained how the 
sport had grown in the 
school. 

He said: “We wanted a 
sport for any of the boys 
who did not play rugby 
or football - although 
some of the rugby boys 
play too. 

“Then, although most 
of the girls also play 
netball, we found there 
was plenty of interest in 
basketball, particularly as 
the opportunities to 
travel abroad as part of a 
team are greater.” 

The three girls are 
heading for Tblisi intent 
upon improving on last 
year’s Welsh 

performance, when the 
team took bronze. 

Wales play in the 
‘small nations’ basketball 
championships against 
countries such as Georgia 
and Armenia. 

However, the ultimate 
aim would be to gain 
selection for Wales 


PACT meetings 

REST BAY and COYCHURCH PACT 


NOTTAGE PACT 

meeting at Nottage 
Scout Hall, Nottage, on 
Tuesday, April 26 at 
8pm. 

BRACKLA PACT at 

Brackla Junior School, 
Brackla Way, on 
Thursday, April 28 at 
6.30pm. 

M O R E A 
WILDMILL PACT 

public meeting at The 
Community Life Centre, 
The Precinct, Wildmill 
on Thursday, May 12 at 
2pm. 

E E L I N D R E , 
HENDRE, PENPRYSG 
(PENCOED) and 


at Miners Welfare Hall, 
Pencoed on Eriday, May 
27 at 2pm. 

NEWCASTLE 
PACT at Westward 
Community Centre, on, 
Monday, May 23 at 
6.30pm. 

CEEN GLAS, 

LLANGEWYDD and 
BRYNHYERYD PACT 

at Westward Community 
Centre, on Monday, May 
23 at 6.30pm. 

OLDCASTLE PACT 
at The Library, Brynteg 
Comprehensive School 
on Wednesday, May 25 at 
6.30pm. 


seniors in the 2018 
Commonwealth Games, 
which will be held in 
Australia. 

Working on their 
basketball requires a lot 
of dedication from the 
four. They play schools 
basketball (as a mixed 
team) and Porthcawl 
Comprehensive has won 
the Cardiff and Vale 
Schools title three years 
in a row. 

On top of that, all four 
are now playing for 
senior teams - testing 
their skills against much 
more experienced 
players. 

Lucy and Emily play 
for and train with Cardiff 
Archers, while Alecia 
plays for their capital city 
rivals, Cardiff Metro. 

Ethan plays for the 
Cardiff Archers under-16 
team, and also turns out 
for the local club. The 
Cougars, who are based 
in Cynffig 

Comprehensive School. 

Andrew Stradling 
said: “They all certainly 
have the dedication and 
determination to do well. 
They train and play up to 
six times a week. 

“However, travel costs 
are significant, for 
training and whenever 
they are selected to 
represent Wales. 

“The Welsh basketball 
Association can’t pay to 
fly a team to places such 
as Tblisi, so the girls will 
have to raise funds 
themselves.” 

The school would 
welcome any sponsor 
who could assist. 

Andrew Stradling 
said: “If any business or 
individual is interested in 
sponsorship, please get in 
touch with me via 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School.” 


French students sad to leave Bridgend 



CALL GOES OUT TO 
SUPPORT WEEK 
OF BEACH CLEANS 


KEEP Wales Tidy is urging 
people in Bridgend county 
borough to volunteer during 
Clean Coast Week, supported 
by McDonald’s, from April 23 
to May 1 to help care for the 
Welsh coastline. 

Keep Wales Tidy, along with 
McDonald’s restaurant staff, 
community groups, schools and 
businesses will be taking part in clean¬ 
up events across the country, and they 
need your help! 

Clean Coast Week 2016 follows last 
year’s campaign which was also 
sponsored by McDonald’s. In 2015, 
101 events took place across Wales, 
involving more than 2,700 participants 
who collected over 1,700 bags of 
rubbish! 

Several clean-ups have already been 
organised, but Keep Wales Tidy still 
needs more volunteers to sign up. The 
Keep Wales Tidy local officer, Brian 
Jones will be at Trecco Bay on April 26 
at 10am, along with volunteers. 

David Balcombe, McDonald’s 


franchisee in Bridgend, said: 
“McDonald’s has restaurants in 
communities throughout Wales and we 
have seen first-hand the effects of the 
recent weather conditions on Wales’ 
coastline. My restaurant team will be 
volunteering and we would love to see 
as many people as possible joining our 
volunteers.” 

Lesley Jones, chief executive for 
Keep Wales Tidy said: “The coastline 
is very important for Wales as it allows 
us to showcase our beautiful country, 
boosting local economies and the 
tourism industry. 

“I hope that people from across 
Wales can spend a few hours at their 
nearest coastal area to ensure that 
locals and visitors can continue to 
enjoy our natural surroundings.” 

To get involved, contact Brian Jones 
on 07824 504819 or email 

brian .jones@keepwalestidy.org. If you 
would like to organise your own event, 
register at 

www.keepwalestidy.org/cleancoast. 


Sports mentors 
help young people 
to ^get on track^ 


CONTINUED 
EROM PAGE 1 

Erom team bonding 
outdoor activities, to 
work experience and 
voluntary days, the 
participants have also 
brushed up on interview 
techniques, and how to 
write CVs. 

They have also taken 
on the task of working 
as a team to host a 
sports day at Ogmore 
Vale Primary School. 

Last year, 72 per cent 
of the young people 
who took part in ‘Get 
on Track’ in England 
and Scotland entered 
employment, education 
or training within eight 
months of starting the 
programme, while 75 
per cent of them 
became inspired to take 
up playing sport on a 
regular basis. 

Mentor Philippa 
Tuttiett said: “It’s 
exciting to be involved 


in the first ever ‘Get on 
Track’ programme in 
Wales. The programme 
has helped the group to 
build confidence, 
challenge themselves 
and think about things 
in a different way so 
that they can move 
forward to achieve their 
goals and aspirations.” 

Coun Mel Nott, 
Leader of BCBC, said: 
“We are extremely 
proud that the first ever 
‘Get on Track’ 
programme in Wales is 
underway in Bridgend 
county borough. 

“Elite sports people 
such as Christian, 
Philippa, and Dame 
Kelly Holmes, possess 
unique skills and 
attitudes. They know 
exactly what it is like to 
overcome adversity and 
still have the will to 
succeed, and these 
qualities can help young 
people to fulfil their 


potential. 

“The young people 
taking part in this 
scheme come from a 
range of backgrounds. 
All of them are making 
excellent progress and I 
would like to thank 
Christian and Philippa 
for the support they 
have offered the group.” 

‘Get on Track’ is 
funded by the People’s 
Postcode Lottery, and 
the launch of the 
programme in Wales 
was also made possible 
thanks to a funding 
award from The Royal 
Masonic Trust for Girls 
and Boys. 

Double Olympic gold 
medallist Dame Kelly 
Holmes set up her 
charity in 2008, and it 
has so far reached over 
300,000 young people. 
You can find out more 
at 

www.damekellyholmestr 

ust.org. 


THIS image shows the friendship that was 
formed between students from local schools 
and students from Villenave d’Ornon who 
stayed in Bridgend recently and were 
hosted by local families. 


The photograph was taken as the students were 
leaving to return home, after enjoying a week of 
varied activities. Their visit was arranged through 
the exchange programme linked with Bridgend Town 
Twinning and Villenave d’Ornon (a suburb in 
Bordeaux). 

Bridgend Male Choir 

A LUNCHEON wiU be held in aid of choir 
funds at the Heronston Hotel on Ewenny 
Road, Bridgend. 

This will take place on June 17, 12.30pm for a 
1.15pm start. Guest speaker will be Carolyn Hitt, 
Western Mail columnist. 

Tickets £20 for the hot buffet, with a raffle and 
auction (which will include signed soccer and rugby 
shirts). Enquiries to 

Garethj amesdavie s@gmail.com. 




THE BARN AT WEST FARM 


Southemdown, nr Bridgend 


This Sunday 24th April 2016 
11am - 4pm 

Canapes courtesy of Town 
Si Country Catering 
Fantastic wedding packages 
available 

Welcome bags for the first 
100 brides 



For details visit our website: 

www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 
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I NEWS FROM BRYNTEG COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL I 



GEM READERS’ 
LETTERS 


Where does 
Labour's 
candidate live? 


PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS 
ENJOY LONDON LECTURES 



Brynteg pupils celebrate their success at the Spelling Bee! 


1 WAS absolutely 
astonished at the 
Labour Party’s 
attempts to pull the 
wool over the 
electorate’s eyes in 
the forthcoming 
parliamentary by- 
election in Ogmore 
caused by the 
resignation of Huw 
Irranca-Davies. 

The Labour Party’s 
candidate, Chris Elmore, 
a Vale of Glamorgan 
councillor, has not even 
begun his political career 
and has already started 
to mislead the people he 
is aiming to represent by 
claiming he is a local 
man when he actually 
isn’t. 

This sleight of hand 
doesn’t bode well for the 
way in which he will 
execute his role as an 
MP if he is elected on 
May 5 and does little to 
inspire confidence and 
trust in politicians. 

I understand Mr 
Elmore lives in Rhoose 
but his nomination 
papers state that he lives 
next door to the home of 
Janice Gregory, the 
retiring AM for Ogmore. 
What a coincidence! 

I will be writing to the 


1 ATTENDED a 
hustings for the 
Welsh Assembly. 
All the panellists, 
plus most of the 
audience, were 
extolling the virtues 
of devolution. 

They all enthused 
about the advantages of 
controlling our own 
budget, and having 
important decisions 


Electoral Commission to 
ask whether there are 
grounds to investigate 
this matter, as I was 
under the impression 
that electoral law 
dictates that candidates 
must put their true 
address on their 
nomination papers. 

This episode 
demonstrates a wider 
point about Labour in 
Wales - a Party riddled 
with complacency as a 
result of not having to 
work for the people’s 
support, focusing on 
themselves, not looking 
out for Ogmore’s voters 
and taking us for 
granted. 

Labour have had 
their chance and it’s time 
to vote for change. 

Alex Williams, 
Parliamentary 
Candidate for Ogmore, 
Welsh Conservative 
Party, Pencoed. 

In response, a Welsh 
Labour spokesperson 
said: “Chris made a 
commitment to members 
of the Labour Party if he 
was selected as the 
Parliamentary candidate 
he would move to 
Ogmore before the 
election. He has kept 
that promise.” 


made by local people 
who know the particular 
problems of the area 
rather than by a remote 
body in Westminster. 

What is the betting 
that in a few weeks’ time 
these same people will 
be advocating remaining 
in the European Union 
and having all the 
decisions made by an 
even more remote body 
of unelected foreigners! 
A Turner, Bridgend. 


ON March 24, a 
group of committed 
year-12 and 13 
psychology 
students from 
Brynteg 
Comprehensive 
School headed to 
London to attend a 
very interesting, 
informative and 
exciting conference 
in the magnificent 
Emmanuel Centre, 
led by a world- 


renowned 

psychologist. 

The highlight of the 
trip was to listen to Dr 
Philip Zimbardo, who in 
1973, conducted one of 
the most shocking 
psychological studies of 
all time. University 
students volunteered to 
take part in his study of 
prison life. 

They were randomly 
split into guards and 
prisoners whilst the 
psychologists sat back 
and observed! The 


distress that the guards 
caused was totally 
unexpected resulting in 
a two-week experiment 
being stopped after just 
six days! 

Students also had the 
chance to listen to Cara 
Elanagan, the author of 
many psychology 
textbooks. Dr Phil 
Banyard discussed 
‘Who am I?’ and Dr 
Mark Griffiths gave a 
very entertaining 


presentation on the 
psychology of addiction 
in terms of drugs, 
alcohol, smoking, on¬ 
line gambling, slot 
machines and gaming. 

Cardiff 

University 

visits 

IN March, 40 year-12 
and year-10 triple 
biology pupils visited 
Cardiff University 
School of Medicine. 


This popular annual 
trip enables students to 
visit some of the 
research laboratories 
and get involved in the 
hands-on displays 
organised by five 
schools within the 
university - medicine, 
dentistry, health care 
studies, optometry and 
pharmacy. 

Activities included 
maggot racing, taking 
‘blood” samples from 
‘patients’, using 

micropipettes in the 
labs, testing ‘urine’ to 
diagnose kidney disease, 
looking at an EGG of 
your heart beat, learning 
how to inject patients, 
carrying out genetics 
experiments and using 
computer analysis 
programmes from the 
department of 

optometry. 

Life Science 
Challenge 

YEAR-10 Brynteg 
pupils participated in 
the Life Science 
Challenge quiz run by 
Cardiff University. 

In the run up to the 
competition, the teams 
were told to immerse 


themselves in all things 
scientific. This was a 
great opportunity to get 
some early revision in 
before their exams. 

On the day of the 
competition, the teams 
were given 20 minutes 
to answer questions on 
topics ranging from: The 
history of medicine, to 
biology, physics, space 
exploration and 

chemistry. We are 
currently awaiting the 
results. 

French 
Spelling Bee 
competition 

AFTER class 

competitions to decide 
champions, we now 
have our winners for 
the final of Brynteg’s 
French Spelling Bee! 

Congratulations to all 
those who took part in 
the class finals, the 
quality of spelling was 
formidable! 

‘Bravo’ to our school 
finalists. Willow 

Hughes, Madeleine 
Thomas, Jack Thomas, 
Alisha Boodhun, Eatiha 
Ali and Isabel Randall. 


Rotary Club seeks new members 


THE Rotary Club of 
Maesteg will again this 
year be sending 40 children 
from four schools in the 
valley to a day out at the 
Gower Heritage Park, 
Swansea. 

This is an annual trip which the 
club has been involved with for 
many years and every year it 
proves very popular with the 
children and culminates with a 
duck race with prizes for the 
winner. 

Maesteg get together with clubs 
from Bridgend and Porthcawl to 
send about 100 children in total 
and the trip this year will be on 
June 8. 


As well as this school trip, 
Maesteg Rotary club will will also 
be sponsoring two students to the 
Rotary youth leadership awards at 
Storey Arms near Brecon in 
August. 

This is a wonderful opportunity 
for students to hone their skills of 
leadership and some students have 
gone on to very successful careers 
in their working lives after 
attending these courses. 

Obviously, to enable the 
Maesteg Rotary club to continue 
supporting the local community 
we rely on the time and 
commitment of members. Like 
most organisations, age is 
beginning to tell, so if there is 
anybody who feels that they 


would like to get involved in 
supporting local causes, we meet 
every fortnight at the Corner 
House, Llangynwyd, at 
lunchtimes, but this could be 
changed to evenings. Contact 
Talfyn Harries on 01656 711078. 

The club has been involved in 
supporting the community for 
more than 70 years but 
membership is beginning to 
flounder and after the latest 
meeting on the April 18 
discussions were made on whether 
the club will be able to continue in 
its present form, so an appeal is 
going out for new members so that 
the club will be able to continue 
hopefully for another 70 years. 

MARION ROGERS 


Who will vote for 
the remote EU?’ 
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CARDIFF’S ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SHOW 
PAYS TRIBUTE TO AUTHOR ROALD DAHL 




THE Royal Horticultural Society show 
in Cardiff, April 15-17, was held in 
Bute Park with the castle providing a 
spectacular backdrop. 

The children’s author Roald Dahl was born 
at Llandaff in Cardiff in 1916, and the show 
celebrated the centenary of his birth. 

GEM photographer Glyn Evans enjoyed a 
leisurely stroll around the special features and 
met some of the people who make the event 
So special - along with some of those taking 
part in competitions. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 


OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT 


Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 










Gold medal winner Melinda Thomas 
who jointly won with Fleur Porter. 
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ATMPN WINDOWS YOU CAN 
EXPECT QUALITY AND THE 
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MAKE A GRAND ENTRANCE 
WITH A SOLIDOR COMPOSITE DOOR 


L WM CnKUMVMKS ONK flUT PIASrUM, IIUO WtlM HIU MIIMrUiai I 
WHN «m PXimiW MMOS RTTIO M riMOMD MO n« UNOi 

BUY NOW, PAY 2017 
WITH 12MTHS 0% INTEREST 




1 


HI 



SOUOOR COMPOSITE DOOR 
RlLYFmH) 


FnNn £995.00 


PATIO DOORS 

RJUTRTTH) 


Fnxn £895.00 


YALE UPVC BACK DOORS 

FUIYRTTBD 


Fnxn £599.00 


FRENCH DOORS 

FULLY RTTH) 


FnNn £895.00 


THE ONLY HAflOWOOO CORE COf.«POSITE DOOR ON THE MARKET 
COMES WITH A 12 YEAR MANUFACTURINO GUARANTEE 


YALE UPVC FRONT DOORS 

Fmro 


FfiNn £650.00 




SHOWROOMS AT: 


CTURINO GUARANTEE OPEN DAM TO 9PM • 7 DAYS A WEEK 

10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3NL 




- next door to Halfords on Leckwitti Road, Cardiff CF11 BAP 

CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BRIDGEND 01656 648 464 
BARRY 01446 439212 
WE SUPPLY ALL TYPES OF UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 
AWAROEO BEST DOUBLE GLADNG COMPANY W WALES BY NETWORK VQ(A 
www.mpnwindows.com 


INSTAILATIOHS ltd 



tAfAUS HqX OOUBU COMPAHyl 
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Vale AM demands clarity 
on sharing of defibrillators 



Jane Hutt, Vaughan Gething, Bryan Foley and 
Habana manager Richard Patterson. 


ASSEMBLY Member 
Jane Hutt is 
demanding that Wales 
provides guidance or a 
change in the law over 
the sharing of heart 
defibrillators, 
following an incident 
in England where an 
organisation refused 
to share its 
defibrillator. 

She has contacted 
Vaughan Gething, 
Deputy Minister for 
Health, to ask that Wales 
takes a lead in making it 
a clear policy that 
organisations are 

expected to release 
defibrillators to other 
organisations or 

individuals should the 
need arise. 

The Health and Safety 


Executive has stated 
there are no reasons why 
a defibrillator cannot be 
made available to 
another organisation. 

She has also asked for 
clarity over whether an 
organisation could be 
accountable in the case 
of a death following a 
refusal to allow use of a 
defibrillator. 

Ms Hutt, Vaughan 
Gething and Vale of 
Glamorgan First 

Responder Bryan Foley 
visited Barry High Street 
bar Habana in February 
to promote defibrillator 
week. Habana has 
shared the use of its 
defibrillator twice 
recently. 


Fight heart disease 
at half marathon 


MAKE your mark in the fight for 
every heartbeat and become a 
British Heart Foundation (BHF) 
Heart Runner by running half a 
marathon through Swansea. 

Entries are now open for the JCP 
Swansea Half Marathon which is 
taking place on June 26. 

The BHF relies on the generosity of 
its supporters, through fundraising 
events like the JCP Swansea half 
marathon, to pay for life-saving 
research. To support the nation’s heart 
charity, save lives and improve your 


own heart health, sign up to join the 
fight today: entry fees are £25 and 
Heart Runners are asked to raise a 
minimum of £300 (excluding Gift 
Aid). 

Call the Heart Runners team to 
register on 0844 477 1181 or visit 
bhf.org.uk/get- 
involved/ events/runs/edinburgh-half- 
marathon. 

Alternatively, you can email the 
Heart Runners team on 
heartrunners @ bhf.org.uk. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Valeways walks 

ON Tuesday, April 26 at 10am, Cwrydro y 
Bontfaen, Llyfrgell Y Bontfaen. 

Also on April 26 at 2.30pm, the Flantwit Major 
coffee shop strollers meet at Flantwit Major Town 
Hall car park. 

On Wednesday, April 27 at 10.30am, the 
Cosmeston coffee shop strollers meet at the Visitor 
Centre, Cosmeston Country Park. 

On Thursday, April 28 at 9.30am, ‘Around the 
World in 30 Stiles’, a 7-8 mile walk, starting at the 
Six Bells in Penmark, CF62 3BP. 

Parkinson’s coffee morning 

A COFFEE morning in aid of Parkinson’s 
Cymru will be held in the All Saints’ Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth on Saturday, April 23 
from 10am until 12 noon. Entry £1, plenty of 
bargains for all. Come along and join us. 


EGOR (17) NEEDS 
ONGOING SUPPORT 


T he trustees of 
the charity 
Leaves of Hope 
for Belarusian 
Children were 
delighted to read the 
article in The GEM 
(April 14) about our 
recent talk to Dinas 
Powys WI. 

The article featured 
Egor, a young 
Belarusian boy with an 
incurable skin condition 
called icthyosis. 

GEM readers may be 
interested to know that 
Leaves of Hope found a 
foster home for Egor, 
enabling him to receive 
medical treatment for the 
first time. 

Egor will soon be 18 
and state support for his 
fostering will cease. 

Egor will not be able 
to live independently 
and without support, his 
future could be bleak. 

His foster family is 
willing to keep him if 
Leaves of Hope can 
provide financial 
support. 

Any of your readers 
who may have been 
moved by Egor’s plight 
may be interested in 
supporting our crowd 
funding campaign at 
www.crowdfunder.co .uk/ 
help-egor. 

More about Egor’s 
story and the work of 
Leaves of Hope can be 
found on our website 
www.leaves-of- 
hope.co.uk, on our 
Facebook page or by 
calling Val on 02920 
253402. Ann Lock 



Egor, aged eight. 


Egor, aged 17. 


Celebrate Queen’s 
birthday and help 
a good cause 


T oday 

(Thursday, 
April 21), 

Her Majesty the 
Queen celebrates 
her 90th birthday. 
Her reign has been 
a fantastic 
achievement and as 
a charity we are so 
grateful for her 
tireless support. 

If you’re thinking 
about organising a party 
to celebrate her birthday, 
why don’t you host a tea 
party for your friends 
and family and turn it 
into a fundraiser for an 
issue close to the 
Queen’s heart? 

She is known for her 
love of horses and 
everyone loves tea and 
cake, so why not 
combine the two and 
raise money for The 
Brooke with a High Tea 


for Gee Gees party? 

It is our aim to 
improve the welfare of 
working horses, donkeys 
and mules living in some 
of the most deprived 
communities all over the 
world, and support the 
people who depend on 
these animals for their 
livelihoods. 

All you need to do is 
visit www.thebrooke .org 
to sign up. 

We can send you 
posters, balloons, 
cupcake toppers and 
bunting. Basically, we’ll 
do everything bar 
boiling the kettle and 
inviting your guests. 

We’d love to see your 
celebrations, so please 
tweet us @thebrooke 
and use the hashtag 
#TweetYourTea. 

Petra Ingram, 

Chief executive. The 
Brooke. 


HDCS« 


IT solutions for your home and business 


Our new Offices and Workshop are: 
Unit 37a, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, 

Near Cowbridge CF71 7PF. 


COMPUTER AND LAPTOP REPAIRS 
VIRUS PROBLEMS 
INTERNET & EMAIL PROBLEMS 
DATA RECOVERY 


Call 01446 333330 
or EMAIL - admin@hdcs.co.uk 

Fast, reliable local service covering all areas including 
Cowbridge, Llantwit Major, Barry, Penarth, Cardiff and Bridgend. 
WE CAN COME TO YOU! HOME or OFFICE, or call in and see us. 


ADVERTORIAL 


Cloudy2Clear Announce 
Trusted Trader Partnership 


Consumer champions 
Which? have now 
joined the thousands of 
customers who recognise 
that Cloudy2Clear 
Windows really are a 
business that you can 
TRUST. The company 
which specialises in 
repairing windows which 
are steamed up, broken 
or damaged by replacing 
the panes - not the 
frames has received the 
coveted ‘Which Trusted 
Trader’ status after 
going through a rigorous 
accreditation process 
entirely focussed on 
customer service. 

Group Managing 
Director Marcus McGee 
believes that Which? have 
endorsed Cloudy2Clear’s 
long standing company 


policy of delivering the 
highest standards possible 
at all times. ‘Our service 
is simple. If your double 
glazing has misted up we 
can replace the glass at a 
fraction of the cost of a 
new window, in any type 
of frame, and with a new 5 
year guarantee. But it’s not 
just about saving people 
money, although that 
obviously helps. Whilst 
a number of tradespeople 
perhaps don’t focus on 
customer care as much as 
they should do, we make 
sure we turn up when we 
say we will, do the job 
the customer requires and 
leave their house as clean 
as a whistle. 

Locally Cloudy2Clear 
service Cardiff & 
surrounding areas and 


Welsh business owner 
Phil Powell agrees that 
this approach is a major 
factor in his success. ‘The 
truth is that it’s not just 
the personal satisfaction 
that I get from doing a 
good job but also it makes 
good business sense. I get 
a huge amount of business 
from friends and family 
of people I’ve done work 
for, which just goes to 
show how much a little 
bit of effort is appreciated 
as both my customers 
and, obviously a body as 
nationally important as 
Which? now recognise.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or 
damaged give Phil a call 
for a free quotation on 
0800 61 21 118 and he’ll 
be happy to help! 


CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


m 


STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t Replace The Frames... Just The Panes! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which7'^Trusted 
Trader 






CLEAR 


■ NG YOUR FAILED DOUBLE 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloucly2clear.com 


www.hdcs.co.uk 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 



































12 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday April 21st, 2016 



Let our expert team look after your Land Rover 
at a fraction of main dealer costs! 


NEWS FROM FONMON APIARY 


PROMEC 

LANDROVER 

I•def>en4l«>l»l 
iandr4iv«r SfiectaHsf 


Independent Land Rover and 4x4 Specialist 


Richie Walker and the 
candidates. 


Glamorgan farmers 
put the spotlight 
on key rural issues 


Beware the threat 
of the varroa mite 


THINGS are 

definitely on the 
move now, lots of 
pollen is being 
brought in by the 
foragers. 

The Oilseed Rape is in 
full bloom and the bees 
are taking full advantage 
whenever weather 
conditions allow. 

How do I know this? 
Well, the pollen is bright 
yellow and the bees 
themselves are 

displaying much yellow 
colouring, particularly on 
their heads. This occurs 
when they probe deep 
into the flower pursuing 
the nectar on offer there. 

As yet, I have not 
inspected the colonies in 
any depth. However, a 
look into the top box of 
each hive has allowed me 
to observe eggs, larvae 
and sealed brood. 


What is sealed brood? 
It is larvae (grubs if you 
like) that are now going 
through the stage of 
metamorphosis and they 
will eventually release 
themselves from the 
sealed cell as fully 
formed bees. 

All is looking 
favourable at present. 
The Queens are 
responding to the longer 
day lengths and the 
relatively warmer 

outlook by stepping up 
their egg laying. Each 
will be capable of laying 
some 1,000/2,000 eggs 
per day and the 
population that is now 
around 8,000 bees per 
colony should by the end 
of May number some 
60,000. 


mite is a problem that 
must be addressed by the 
beekeeper. 

Those who are 
contemplating taking up 
the craft of beekeeping 
must study the life cycle 
of this parasite, plus the 
methods used to control 
its development. 

Rest assured if you do 
not address this parasite, 
it will most certainly 
address you, and a 
colony die-out can occur. 

The very mild winter 
has not helped. It should 
be a period of little 
activity; the Queens 
should cease laying and 
in general, a cluster of 
bees (ball) is formed, 
whose purpose is to 
survive on the in-house 
stores until spring 
arrives. 

Our very mild winter 
has seen the bees 
anything but settled - 
they have been out and 
about as if it was spring. 
The Queens have carried 
on laying and this has 
contributed to the mite 
population expanding 
because as the bees 
breed, so do the mites. 

Because I have been 
monitoring mite numbers 
I am aware of an 
increase, so steps must 
now be introduced to 
control this expansion. 

Will it ever end? 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS 


However, the varroa 


^^K)vcn cleaning 

* Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 


chairman Richard 
Walker. 

There was a strong 
call for the next Welsh 
Government to ensure 
that more Welsh produce 
is sourced for hospitals 
and schools. 

FUW Glamorgan 
County Executive 
Officer Rachel Saunders 
said: “Our food produce 
is grown and reared to 
the highest welfare 
standards across Europe. 
It should be a priority 
that home-grown food is 
served at our dinner 
tables before imported 
food products fill our 
supermarket shelves. 

“Welsh and UK 
produce should be 
available in our schools, 
hospitals, local 

authoritie s, leisure 
centres and nursing 
homes throughout the 
year. And it should be the 
first choice for 
supermarkets, restaurants 
and everyone else who 
has a role to play in the 
food chain. 

“What we need, now 
more than ever, is a full 
commitment to local 
procurement. Our 

farmers have suffered 
enough from low 
farmgate prices over the 
years and they deserve to 
be fully supported by our 
home governments.” 

The call for local 
procurement is 

underpinned by the FUW 
election manifesto and 
reminds all government 
departments and public 
bodies that they have a 
duty to support 
government priorities in 
terms of boosting Wales’ 
farming and food 
industry and sourcing 
local produce is 
definitely one of them. 

Renewable energy as 
an option of 
diversification for 
farmers was also hotly 
debated on the night. 

Following the 

meeting, Richard Walker, 
Glamorgan County 
Chairman for the FUW, 
said: “For hundreds of 
years, Wales’ mining, 
arable and woollen 
industries relied on 
renewable energy in the 
form of water and wind 
power, and by the end of 
the industrial revolution 
in the mid-19th century, 
no hamlet, however 
small, was complete 
without some form of 
mill. 

“The revolution in 
renewable energy, 
brought about by 
recognition of the need to 
reduce our reliance on 
fossil fuels, has resulted 
in the development of 
new commercially viable 


sources of renewable 
energy, such as solar 
panels, as well as 
improvements in the 
efficiency of wind and 
water power.” 

Despite Wales’ being 
perfectly suited for some 
forms of renewable 
energy generation, the 
percentage of electricity 
generated in Wales from 
renewable stands at just 
10 percent - five percent 
lower than the UK 
average, and the lowest 
of all the UK devolved 
regions. 

While the Union 
remains neutral in terms 
of the divisive issue of 
large-scale wind farms as 
laid out in the FUW 
election manifesto, it 
supports the 

development of 

appropriate on-farm 
renewable energy 

sources and believes 
Wales has only scratched 
the surface in terms of 
the contribution Welsh 
farms can make to green 
energy production. 

Mr Walker added: 
“The decision in 2015 by 
the UK Government’s 
Department for Energy 
and Climate Change, 
which has responsibility 
for major national energy 
projects, to suddenly and 
drastically reduce 

support for renewables 
not only compromises 
our ability to help 
mitigate climate change, 
but has also led directly 
to farmers and others 
losing significant sums 
already invested in 
unfinished projects.” 

In light of this, the 
Union further called on 
the next Welsh 
Government to seek 
alternative and 

innovative ways in which 
funding can be provided 
in order to develop on- 
farm energy production 
and identify those 
barriers to on-farm 
energy production which 
fall within the remit of 
Welsh Government. 

The Union also called 
on the next Welsh 
Government to reduce 
bureaucratic burdens 
which prevent or add to 
the financial and time 
burdens which prevent 
developments for on- 
farm energy production. 

Other questions put to 
the candidates focused 
on how RDP money is 
spent in Wales, what 
business rate relief 
schemes each party 
would propose to 
introduce and members 
stressed the fact that 
more support was needed 
for young farmers in 
Wales. 


PROCUREMENT 
and renewable 
energy were at the 
top of the agenda 
when farmers from 
Glamorgan came 
together on 

Wednesday, April 6, 
to question election 
candidates ahead of 
the Welsh Assembly 
elections. 

Attending the meeting 
were Huw Irranca- 
Davies (Labour), Glenda 
Jones (UKIP candidate 
for Ogmore by-election), 
Andrew RT Davies 
(Conservatives), Denis 
Campbell (Liberal 
Democrats) and Tim 
Thomas (Plaid Cymru). 

The event was held at 
St Mary’s Hotel, 
Bridgend, and was 
chaired by FUW 
Glamorgan County 


Do you have a Land Rover Defender/Evoque 
Freelander/Discovery/Range Rover/Sport 
and fed up with main dealer prices? 


We have 30 years experience in the Land Rover range: 

• We can coUect vehicle if reqi/wned. • Courtesy car avaitabie 

• Fixed pnce service • Compute r diagrxxstic 

• Repairs Brates'Siispenswi etc • Mot's • Power upgrades 


Call Ian on 02920 890567 


LlEvynmiiwas Workshop G^oes Faen, Llanirisart CF72 8M$ 
www.promeclarKlrover.co.uk 


2017 Sri Lan/za 
Tre/z for Cardiff 
and Vale Marie 
Curie Hospice 


WANT to do 
something special 
for a cause close to 
your heart? 

The Marie Curie 
Charity Trek in Sri Lanka 
is the perfect opportunity 
to explore somewhere 
new at the same time as 
raising money for this 
superb charity for people 
living with any terminal 
illness, and their 
families. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“Sri Lanka is a tiny 
country packed full of 
natural wonders. This 
ten-day trip in November 
2017 has five days of 
trekking with the most 
breathtaking views 
imaginable. 

“We will take you to 
the most stunning 
highlights of this 
incredible country 
through beautiful jungle, 
forest trails, small 
villages and ancient 
cities. 

“The group of 30-40 
will include people of all 
ages and backgrounds, 
either on their own or 
with friends and 
relatives. 

“Trekking for your 
local Marie Curie 
hospice in Cardiff and 
The Vale will help us to 
continue providing care 
and quality of life for 


people with terminal 
illnesses and vital 
support for their families. 

“Last year our 
dedicated doctors and 
nurses cared for 868 
patients at a cost of over 
£3.3 million. This would 
not be possible without 
the support of our 
trekkers. 

The trek runs from 
Thursday, November 16 
to November 25, 2017. 

“Included are return 
flights to Colombo, local 
transfers , 
accommodation, luggage 
transfers while trekking 
and all meals, except in 
your free time. 

“We also provide a 
trek leader and doctor as 
well as training guides 
and tips to get you ready 
for the big challenge.” 

The trek is graded 
challenging and is 
designed to suit people 
who are fit and have 
trained to take part. You 
must be at least 18 years 
old to register. There is a 
£250 registration fee and 
you will need to raise 
£3,500 minimum 

sponsorship. 

For more information 
and the full itinerary, 
look online, phone 0845 
052 4184 or email 

events @ marie curie .org .u 
k 


New group 
will look at 
Parkinson’s 
research 


THIS week, April 
18-24, is 

Parkinson’s 
Awareness Week 
and members want 
to highlight an 
exciting local 
development - the 
Parkinson’s 
Research Interest 
Group. 

Parkinson’s is a 
complex condition, 
resulting in a range of 
symptoms, including 
physical ones, such as 
reduced mobility, as 
well as psychological 
ones such as anxiety. 
Diagnosis can be 
difficult, as there is no 
conclusive test for 
Parkinson’s. 

There is no cure, but 
a variety of treatments 
can help, including 
drugs, physiotherapy 
and exercise, and 
psychological 
therapies. 

The Research 

Interest Group 

currently consists of a 
small group of people, 
including researchers, 
those affected by 
Parkinson’s, and 
family members, who 
meet at Cardiff 
University. 

This is one of a 
number being set up 
around the UK by 


Parkinson’s UK, which 
is committed as a 
charity to drive better 
care, treatments, and 
quality of life for those 
affected. 

Cutting edge 

research is taking place 
at Cardiff University, 
including exploring 
better drug treatments 
and how stem cells can 
give us a better 
understanding of the 
condition. 

The Research 

Interest Group is an 
opportunity for 

researchers to get 
together with the 
potential beneficiaries 
of research, to support 
each other, and to help 
shape the direction and 
impact of future 
research programmes. 

For more 

information, contact 
Rachel Williams, 
campaigns, policy and 
communications officer 
Wales, Parkinson^s UK, 
telephone 0344 225 
3 7 15, 

email: rwilliams@parki 
nsons.org.uk. 

Dr Colin Young 
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ANY WINDOW 
ANY SIZE 
ONE PRICE 


0 % FINANCE 



ANY 5 DOUBLE 
GLAZED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 


YOU PAY ONLY 

£ 121.66 

PER MONTH 
0% APR 


PACKAGE 

PRICE 

£2,920oo 


FITTED WITHIN 3 WEEKS • NO DEPOSIT 



DOUBLE GLAZED WINDOWS 


TRIPLE GLAZED WINDOWS 


1 Number of 
■Double Glazed 
1 Windows 

PacU9« 

PHca 

24 

MomKb 
Ptymarrta 
atOH AfR 

120 

Moiiihbr 
AayfMntf 
at9.fH APR 

Number of 
Triple Glazed 
Windows 

Padtaga 

Prkt 

24 

Monthly 

Paryviants 

m0% APR 

120 

Monthly 
Payments 
at 9.9% Aft 

12 

If 

3 

C1.7M 

£73i>0 

£22.65 

OR 

£1.902 

£79.25 

£24.59 

5 

£2,S20 

£121.66 

£37.75 


£3.170 

£132438 

£40.98 

11 

7 

£4»0SS 

£170.33 

£52.85 


£4.438 

£184.92 

£5738 


’ 9 

£S.256 

£219.00 

£67.95 


£5.706 

£232.75 

£73.77 


) DmM Qtsivd jt« psdufp prtceof f2.9?t€Opf9 £121 €( per ificntti lor 24 Dotal sovownt psfUM £2924.00 diirgeltccrHtt £0.00 

WoflfO tviffK? ft g rptr S DoiOi^ OlwfO at a picltgr pnce c# C2.920 00 pay tl2 IS per rvcfvlh tor 120 ificot^ at 9 9% APR Toiil anaifit payatif £491000 dufpe far cvcdo Cl.ilO 00. 
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INCORPORATING 


VOURESTAIUSICD 
lOCM WNOOW COMMMV 


CALL US 24/7 

G2S WALES 01656 349467 


PAirr Of THC G2S GHOUP 


www.g2swales.co.uk 


Visit our showroom 

UNIT YOkK PARK. CHEPSTOW RD. BRIDGEND IND. ESTATE BRIDGEND CF31 3TB 




»»twrtp<i»iK<> aw ayaiww#m > |Aa 
a fawuri IMM a aaw 


I aujuMlaift^ tctiH 




V i« JS« 1 Uat. P«M M tv «t¥t n 


•aac»TWmCwi>4rt4ta^a » m»4i^»<a#|0i>>pN (S(» .Nwi B a rt nfiNr»iillMaa> ^ ^ rt A>^Nra^T rt lW O ^ kAtl t^ M g» d f^fc ^^il^wg wU hMawHM^lJ rNP^ MMlWMAvyat 
»— tt9tm HMab»-H<mit^gpiwi i« nb^ f1 ii p iwiP 2lf1«i Aipili wt n Aii 1 D^diOf^ fcadnEM WMIt It 
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HALF PRICE 

With EXTRA 20% DISCOUNT 

fora limited period only 

There m Amazing Savings in all departments in our 

Half Price Spring Sale. 

Suites & Sofas, Beds & Bedroom, Dining, Occasional and a huge 
selection of finishing touches to compliment every room. 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL 

INDEPENDENT 

BED & BEDROOM 

SPECIALISTS 



The Must Have brand for your home 


Sofas. Dining. Beds. Bedroom. Accessories 


I Like US on 
facebook 


fw 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 

Open till 8pm 


homestones 

OxeA. [ock- for tes! 


PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 



months 

I FREE credit! 


no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 


Mon: 9.30am - 8.00pm 
Tue - Thur: 9.30am - 6.00pm 
Fri - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, CoTAd)riclge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindleneTws.co.uk 

• Letters and e-mails MUST include your PULL address and a 
contact telephone number. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anon3nTLOus mail. 


Colleagues censured councillor 
after 'family links' question 


P HIL CLARKE was a councillor 
who dared to be different and he 
will be missed by many. 

He had his own approach to council meetings 
and whether you agreed or disagreed with his 
politics or style, he certainly raised issues and 
asked questions which were rarely being asked. 

His starting position was from the tax payer’s 
perspective rather than the interests of himself, a 
political party, or the council. 

GEM readers will recall that he questioned 
discretionary redundancy payments and was a lone 
voice at council meetings when it came to merging 
with another council to reduce costs. 

He was also concerned about the number of 
family links between councillors in local 
government and he knew he would be criticised and 
condemned if he raised the matter. 

Just two days before the tragic accident, he was 
called to a hearing under the council’s local dispute 
resolution procedure because some councillors had 
complained about a question he had asked the Vale 
Council Leader at the December 16, 2015 council 
meeting. 

One of the functions of scrutiny is to hold the 

OSBORNE’S 

IMMIGRATION 

CALCULATIONS 

M r Osborne foresees 3 million net 
immigration by 2030. On 
current form that is about 6 
million gross, 10 per cent of tbe current 
population. 

His plan seems to be to increase the tax base and 
tax take. 

He is effectively selling the British countryside 
for housing in order to pay off the national debt. 

R Bradshaw, 

Cowbridge. 

Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


cabinet to account and Phil had asked whether the 
system was robust with a relation of a cabinet 
member chairing a scrutiny committee. 

Readers can view the official detail at council 
minute 690 (viii). 

He was ‘censured’ at the council’s confidential 
process for asking the question but it was his 
intention to publicise the matter when he was in 
receipt of the notes from the hearing. 

Dennis Harkus, 

FocusBARRY member. 

Have you made 
your will yet? 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
tbe Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot 
lottery draw 

number D927. 

• £2,000: 678529. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£4,500, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 8 8 4 3 7 0, 
581179,324957,126024, 
513960,660302,354892, 
828404,221595,483870, 
440142,906579,468842, 
385552,810810,686077, 
315715,570181,772016, 
203087. 

• £5: 298190, 

755113,681409,722647, 
899972,554887,456269, 
159819,514046,363557, 


132722,258151,658372, 
155053,193229,590421, 
749604,228778,214251, 
862400,422899,230783, 
144744,515060,728806, 
325270,358350,296407, 
449919,279008,405743, 
599978,358938,477199, 
503572,714698,438100, 
645396,294889,260464, 
782230,358479,738518, 
661786,858487,127284, 
464415,429650,604837, 
444953,272568,631250, 
125514,179614,656800, 
388789, 422001, 917, 
1523,1403804. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions 
contained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


E very adult 
in tbe UK 
should 

consider making a 
Will, and here are 
some of tbe reasons 
wby: 

• Without a Will, the 
state directs who i nh erits 
your estate, so the 
people you wish to 
benefit may get nothing. 

• Without a Will, if 
you are married, you 
may think that your 
estate will pass to your 
spouse in any event, but 
this is not necessarily the 
case. 

• If you are not 
married to your partner, 
the law does not 
automatically recognise 
partners as having the 
same rights as husbands, 
wives and civil partners, 
and your partner may get 
nothing. 

• If you have 
children, there may be 
uncertainty about who 
will look after or provide 
for them, should you die. 

• Certain people 
could make a claim on 
your estate if you have 
no Will, because they 
may depend upon you 
financially. 


• Inheritance tax 
issues may arise if not 
addressed in your Will. 

Wills should be kept 
up to date and renewed 
upon any change of 
circumstances; for 
example, marriage, 
divorce, separation, 
death of a loved one, or 
upon having a child. 

Excluding certain 
beneficiaries in your 
Will may also cause 
potential difficulties as 
they may have the right 
to make a claim against 
your estate. Special care 
is needed if you exclude 
persons who might 
expect to benefit under 
your Will. 

Ensure that you have 
a Will in place and that 
it is up to date to avoid 
any undesired 
consequences and 
complications. 

Carli Evans is a 
solicitor with Messrs 
Passmores Solicitors 
and a member of 
Solicitors for the 
Elderly, a specialist 
panel of solicitors 
dealing with elderly 
client matters and the 
Society of Trust and 
Estate Practitioners. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.barry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 



Isn’t it 
time 
you 
made 
a will? 


Specialists in all aspects of 
Probate work and Wills 

Please telephone today for an appointment 

01446 721000 

Home visits are available by request 

www.passmores.com 

21 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 
mail @passmores.com 
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U3A learns about the composer with two lives 


THOSE of a certain 
age will probably 
remember two 
children’s TV series 
of the 1950s and 
60s, The Lone 
Ranger and The 
Adventures of 
William Teh. 

What they may not 
know is the connection 
with the Italian 
composer Gioachino 
Rossini. 

Both programmes had 
the same theme music, 
taken from Rossini’s 
‘William Tell Overture’, 


albeit the Swiss hero’s 
show had lyrics to 
accompany the tune. 

Cowbridge USA 
recently welcomed Rev 
Clive Williams from 
near Clydach, Swansea, 
who gave a talk on the 
life of Rossini. 

This was not the usual 
presentation, illustrated 
with a slide show, as this 
time the audience was 
treated to examples of 
the composer’s works 
played on piano by our 
guest speaker, a 
qualified organist (a 
useful skill for a 
clergyman). 


Rossini was bom in 
1792 in Pesaro, Italy, the 
son of musical parents; 
his father was a talented 
tmmpeter and his mother 
a singer. 

By the age of six, the 
boy was playing triangle 
in his father’s band. 

By 12, he could sing 
as well as play the horn 
and the harpsichord. A 
year or two later, Rossini 
wrote the first of his 39 
(some say 40) operas. 

His first works were 
comic operas, but his 
first serious one, 
‘Tancredi’, was a huge 
success. 


Christians Against 
Poverty help fight 
debt problems 


SINGLE mother of two, 
Bonny, took a leap of faith 
recently when she did a 
sponsored Sky Dive to raise 
funds and awareness for 
Christians Against Poverty 
(CAP). 

CAP is an organisation passionate 
about releasing people from a life 
sentence of debt, poverty and their 
causes. 

Pat, a close friend of Bonny’s, fell 
into debt after a series of close family 
deaths, which led to her suffering from 
acute depression. 

Unable to work, she took out loans 
to help pay her rent and council tax but 
soon became overwhelmed by 
suffocating debt, which led to a 
downward spiral of sleepless nights 
worrying about how to provide for her 


children. 

During a visit to a local life centre, 
she picked up a CAP leaflet and, in 
desperation, rang the 0800 number for 
help. 

Within two days she was visited by 
CAP advisors and from then on, she 
hasn’t looked back. Their advice, 
encouragement and support were with 
her all the way and within six months 
Pat became debt free. 

She now looks forward to a future 
with her family and she is on a training 
programme with a guaranteed job on 
completion of the course. 

Pat is now really passionate about 
telling everyone how her life has 
changed since she took that first step 
and made contact with CAP. 

If you are struggling with debt and 
would like free help and advice to 
become debt free, call Christians 
Against Poverty on 0800 3280006 


By the age of 20, the 
composer was catapulted 
to international fame and 
he became the idol of 
the Italian opera public. 

By the age of 23, he 
had written 20 operas. 
His most famous work, 
‘The Barber of Seville’, 
was written in 1816 in 
Rome. 

Much is made of how 
quickly this opera was 
written, scholars 
generally agreeing upon 
two or three weeks. 

Later in life, Rossini 
claimed to have written 
the opera in only 12 
days. 

In 1822, Rossini, the 
‘Italian Mozart’, married 
the renowned opera 
singer Isabella Colbran; 
he was 30, she 37. They 
were the Beckhams of 
their day. 

In the same year, he 
moved to Vienna, where 
his operas were the rage 
of the audiences. 

Rossini is quoted as 
joking: “Give me the bill 
from a laundress and I 
will even set that to 
music.” 

The composer was 
known for working in 
bed, wearing his 


dressing gown. A friend 
reading some of 
Rossini’s music noted 
that two pages were the 
same; apparently, 

Rossini had dropped a 
sheet of paper and found 
it easier to write the 
score again rather than 
get out of bed to retrieve 
the original! 

Later, during his Paris 
years, Rossini created 
the comic opera 
‘William Tell’, which, 
surprisingly, brought his 
career as a writer of 
opera to a close in 1829, 
aged only 38. 

The death of his 
mother may have 
hastened the end of his 
creative period. He 
wrote ‘Stabat Mater’ (the 
title comes from the first 
line of a 13 th century 
Catholic hymn ‘Stabat 
Mater Dolorosa’, which 
means ‘the sorrowful 
mother stood’,) between 
1832 and 1841, but 
thence until his death 
from pneumonia in 1868 
there was comparative 
silence. 

Rossini almost had 
two lives—one of swift 
triumph and the other a 
long seclusion. 


PACT meetings 

COURT PACT at the Witchill Community Hall, 
Dyfan Road, Barry, on Thursday, April 28 at 
6.30pm. 

GIBBONSDOWN drop-in - meet the 
neighbourhood team at Aberaeron HUB, Aberaeron 
Close, Barry, every Monday between lOam-12 noon. 

DINAS POWYS PACT at Youlden House, 
Fairoaks, Dinas Powys, on Thursday, April 28 at 
7pm. 


He settled 

permanently in Paris in 
1855, where he hosted 
many artistic and literary 
figures in his apartment. 

Rossini, a lover of all 
good things, had been an 
excellent amateur chef 
his entire life and he 
indulged this passion 
fully once he retired 
from composing. 

Today there are a 
number of dishes with 
the appendage ‘alia 
Rossini’ to their names 
that were created either 
by or specifically for 
him. 


The world famous 
opera soprano Adelina 
Patti of Craig-y-Nos 
Castle in Powys (where 
she had an opera house 
built, now Grade I 
listed), an admirer of 
Rossini’s work, 
requested that she be 
buried in the same 
cemetery in Paris as the 
great composer. 

By the time of her 
death in 1919, however, 
his remains had been 
moved to Florence in 
1887, at the request of 
the Italian government. 

Rossini had predicted 


that ‘The Barber of 
Seville’ and the second 
act of ‘William Tell’ 
would certainly find 
favour with posterity: 
how right he was. 

Next Meeting: a talk 
entitled: ‘HM Customs’, 
by Cameron Addicot, at 
2pm on Wednesday, 

May 11 in Cowbridge 
Town Hall. Visitors 
welcome; there is a 
small fee, which 
includes refreshments. 
www.u3asites .org .uk/cow 
bridge 

SPM 


WHERE HAVE ALL 
THE SWIFTS GONE? 


SWIFTS should be 
winging their way 
back from Africa 
over the next few 
weeks. 

The scream of Swifts 
overhead is one of the 
sounds of the British 
summer. There is bad 
news, however. 

Swift numbers have 
halved over the last 30 
years. They are now 
amber listed. 

If current trends 
continue, we could lose 
the Swift as a breeding 
bird in the next 20-30 
years. 

Swifts are remarkable 
birds. They are one of 
our fastest flying birds, 
catching insects in the 
air. 

Indeed, they spend 


by Alan Rosney 


most of their life in the 
air, even sleeping and 
mating on the wing. 

The only time they 
land is when entering 
their nest sites. The nests 
are almost exclusively in 
older buildings. 

However, with 

building renovation, 
many roof spaces have 
been blocked up, 
meaning the Swifts have 
fewer opportunities to 
breed. 

They return to the 
same nest site each year, 
nesting in loose colonies. 

The nests are made 
from feathers, paper, 
straw etc., glued together 
with saliva. Unlike 


House Martins, Swifts 
make no mess. In fact 
most people don’t even 
realise that they’ve got 
Swifts nesting in their 
property. 

The Glamorgan Bird 
Club and the Local Swift 
Network are working 
together to try and help 
arrest the decline in 
numbers. Nest box 
schemes are planned, 
alongside existing 
colonies. 

Do you have Swifts 
nesting in your 
neighbourhood? If so, 
please let Glamorgan 
Bird Club know. See our 
website at 

WWW. glamorganbirds .org 
.uk or e-mail 
alan.rosney @glamorgan 
birds.org.uk. 
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FREE UPGRADE to 

Celsius Elite highest 
performance roof 
glass on all 
orders from 
April to 
June 
2016 



I alf Orangerifs Ls the leading orangery 
sfme fompany in South 11 dies 




Stylish 



1, ,r . 1, .,1 , n 

Orangsrwt | CInwl EKtamloof | Cardan Roonm 

VALE ORANGERIES 

bo-poke affordable lu%urv 
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Make a fresh start this spring, give your 
existing kitchen a brand new faceiift with our 
unique Kitchen Oenie makeover. 




Quortzize 


Trusted 

Traders 


TheRjmrture ^ 
Ombudsman^ 




msvcm 

kllAOC 


Kitchen Genie 

The kitchen makeon/ef speciolsts 


'Thonli to Klohen Oenie. our kJlchtowai<rwsi>(|t^ 

hQfttlorfrwd ki MI A Mo 

Over JO years expefstece. tamOy nos 
PHI design serdeeL 


www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 01446 688021 s&'rs. 

lines Open: Mon • Sal 9 00am Ml 9 00pm • Sun lO.OOom fill 4.0Opm 
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PAINTINGS AND MINI 
BREAKS AUCTIONED 
FOR CATHEDRAL FUNDS 



LIMITED edition 
prints and 
paintings by 
renowned Welsh 
artists such as Sir 
Kyffin Williams 
and Mike Jones 
along with mini 
breaks to west 
Wales are just some 
of the 62 lots due to 
go under the 
hammer in a 
fundraising auction 
at Llandaff 
Cathedral. 

Television presenter 
Arfon Haines Davies 
will act as auctioneer for 
the evening which is to 
be held this Friday, April 
22, at Prebendal House, 
Llandaff Cathedral. 

In addition to the 
limited edition Sir 
Kyffin Williams print 
and Mike Jones oil 
painting, works from 
many other Welsh artists 
such as Wilf Roberts, 
Jane Corsellis, David 
Jenner, David Griffiths 
and Mary Traynor, are 
included in the ‘Promise 
Auction’. 

Other lots which will 
go to the highest bidder 
are tickets to see the 
show Billy Elliot at the 
Wales Millennium 


Rhoose WFs bead 
making workshop 




RHOOSE WI 
enjoyed a bead- 
making workshop 
at their April 7 
meeting. 

This was run by Ruth 
Tugwell and her sister 
Jan, who make beautiful 
jewellery from paper, 
which they form into 
beads using glue, and 
hardening and glazing 
techniques. 

The finished jewellery 
is then sold to raise 
funds for Alzheimer’s 
sufferers. 

Members 

enthusiastically tried the 
process and everyone 
made a pretty bracelet 
during the course of the 
evening. 

Afterwards, a 
collection was made and 
the proceeds were given 
to Ruth and Jan for their 
charity. 

Thanking the sisters 
on behalf of the 
members. Sue Hamer 
said how much everyone 
had enjoyed the evening 
and how interesting it 
was to learn a new skill. 

During other business, 
the president reminded 
members that Rhoose is 
hosting the Heritage 
Link evening this month. 

Send us your 
news - email 
gemeditorial 
@tindlenews 
.co.uk 


RHOOSE WI 
NEWS 


when ‘Clocs Canton’ 
will entertain Rhoose 
and fellow members 
from the Link; this will 
be followed by a buffet. 

Also, the spring fayre 
will be held on April 23 
at 10am at the 
Community Hall, 
Stewart Road, and 
members were asked to 
provide items for the 
tombola, plant and cake 
stalls. 

There will also be 
some independent craft 
stalls. 

Members of the 
public will be very 
welcome to attend the 
fayre. Admission will 
be £2 to include tea or 


GRIFFIN Books in 
Penarth has two 
special events 
coming up. 

April 23 marks the 
400th anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s death, and 
along with bookshops all 
over the UK the shop will 
be commemorating the 
occasion with a day of 
Bard-themed fun. 

There will be live 
performances of 

Shakespeare throughout 
the day, plus quizzes, 
competitions and 


coffee and biscuits. 

The next meeting of 
Rhoose WI will be the 
annual meeting which is 
at 7.30pm in the 
Community Hall, 

Stewart Road, on May 

12 . 

Please note this will 
be held a week later than 
usual due to the 
Assembly Election on 
May 5. Visitors will be 
very welcome to attend. 

The president also 
announced a visit to the 
Royal Mint which will 
take place on June 22 at 
a cost of £11 per 
member. The evening 
closed with the 
announcement of the 
competition winner, June 
Pallister, and the raffle 
winner Pam Jupp. 

JJ 


refreshments. Entry is 
free, and all are 
welcome. 

On Thursday, April 28 
the shop will welcome 
guest author Cal Bartley 
as part of its regular late 
night shopping evening. 
Penarth resident Cal will 
be reading from and 
signing copies of her 
recently published novel 
Strong Undercurrents 
from 7pm. Admission is 
free, and complimentary 
refreshments will be 
available. 


Stadium; Glamorgan 
County Cricket club 
tickets; and first class 
rail tickets to London. 

There are cases of 
wine, champagne and 
spirits up for grabs; 
home cooked supper 
parties; a home baked 
cake every month for six 
months; an organ 
playing lesson; a dance 
lesson, and even an 
afternoon with a bee 
keeper! 

Viewing for the 
auction this Eriday, April 
22, is open from 6.30pm 
with proceedings getting 
under way at 7.30pm. It 
is being staged by the 
cathedral’s social 
committee and all 
proceeds will go towards 
cathedral funds. 

To obtain a catalogue, 
call the cathedral office 
on 029 2056 4554 
(10am to 1pm) or email 
office @ llandaffcathedral 
.org.uk. 

History 

society 

THE Rhoose and 
District History 
Society will have a 
talk by Margaret 
Jenkins on ‘Food in 
the Second World 
War’ on Friday, 
April 29 at 7.30pm 
in the rear hall of 
Rhoose Community 
Centre, Stewart 
Road. 

Tickets (at the door) 
£1 adults, 50p per child 
under 16). 


Book events 
in Penarth 


St Andrews 
Golf Club in 
fundraiser for 
Marie Curie 



Gerard McGrath presents a cheque to Georgina 
Burke, community fundraiser for Marie Curie 
Hospice in Penarth. 


ST ANDREWS 
Major Golf Club 


Wendy 

Gerard 

would 

thank 

who 


caterers, 
and 

McGrath, 
like to 
everyone 
supported their first 
and very successful 
Marie Curie charity 
breakfast morning. 

Gerard said: “We were 
truly overwhelmed with 
the support and kindness 
members, guests and 
visitors from all parts of 


Wales who attended on 
the day. They helped to 
raise the sum of £405 for 
a great charity, close to 
many of our hearts. 

“We are thrilled to be 
running another charity 
event, the ‘Blooming 
Great Tea Party’ on 
Monday, June 20, and 
will again raise funds that 
will help Marie Curie 
provide expert free care, 
guidance and support to 
help people living with a 
terminal illness get the 
most from the time they 
have left.” 



Victoria Inn 

SIGINGSTONE 
Nr Cowbridge 
CF7I 7LP 
S01446 
773943 

A popular choice! 


tJerom^f/ydoel 

a/lc/q^ 

fScitiir<Ajuq^ &A 

(normal opening times Monday-Thursday) 

Join us for a 

Of^ 

only £ 10 / 

Spm^S.SOpnv 

(normal menu also available) 




4 Star Accommodation 

WWW.victoriainnsiging stone .co .uk 

(Five minutes from Cowbridge) 


Follow The GEM on Twitter 

- find us @gem_news 


MABOrV FCMMMOM 

EVANS 



9^97A^72 260 


01269 831 020 


01654 703 440 01437 762 736 



An event to launch the NEW grassland equipment range 
from Massey Ferguson & view the latest MF tractors at work. 

Wednesday 27**' April 

at East Down Farm, 

St.Hilary, Nr Cowbridge 

CF71 TOP 

<By hind parmteslofi ol ttw U*cas Fjwnay) 

MBflo, 6tasMy Ferguson & ScTisfIsr ma l s nal handlors can also be viewed m work. 





Special daala on tho day 
GPS 

GutSmee 


MERLO 



tm day 


41^ 

Schaffer 
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RAISING THE ROOF TO UPGRADE 

CONSERVATORIES 


Once the preserve of the wealthy who wanted to cultivate exotic species of 
flora, today it's estimated that around one in five UK homes have a conservatory. 



Offering additional light, with relatively fast construction times, up to 200,000 conservatories were built per 
year during the height of their popularity. 

However, some homeowners found that the full glare of the sun in summer and chilly temperatures in winter 
made older conservatories uncomfortable, with the only solution being a costly rebuild. 

The good news is that building technology has moved on and, as with glazing, there are some thermally 
efficient roof options now on the market that can be added to the existing conservatory structure. 

'Activ' Glass roof 

A straightforward upgrade for those who want to keep an uninterrupted view of the blue skies up above is to 
opt for a modern, low emissivity (low-e) 'Activ', energy efficient glass roof. 

Helping to reduce the variations in temperature associated with older, traditional glass or polycarbonate 
roofs, 'Activ' low-e glass helps cut solar glare, protect furniture from fading and keep heat in during the winter 
months. 

For even greater insulation there are now two solid roof options that can be retrofitted to an existing 
conservatory, without the need for significant structural modifications. 

Tiled roof 

The new, lightweight, tiled roof takes its design cues from the slates and tiles found on most UK houses. Ae 
a result it works well on most properties and comes in a range of finishes to match any existing architecture. 

Created using aluminium panels, with Kingspan insulation, these roofs can achieve a u value of just 0.18, 
similar to that of a normally constructed, modern roof. 

With this option, the interior of the conservatory can include a plastered ceiling with down-lighters or even 
roof windows to keep the view of the stars. 

LivinRoof 

Foramorecontemporaryfeel,thereisathirdoptioncalledtheLivinRoof.Thismodernroofcombinesthesleeklinesof 
aglassroofwiththeshadeandthermalefficiencyofasolidconservatoryrooftocreatesomethingthatlooksandfeels 
very contemporary. 

With the LivinRoof, entire panels can be replaced with glass to create a hybrid solid and glass roof 
meaning the homeowner can choose where to have shaded areas and where to have more light. 

Once again there is the option to plaster the interior ceiling and add down-lighters. The LivinRoof 
also comes with the option of adding orangery detailing to enhance the interior and exterior styling of 
the conservatory. 


Visit our new website for more 
advice & to view our galleries 



Windows, Doors, 
Fascia and 
Soffit as well as 
Conservatories, 
Extensions and 
Orangeries 


FREEPHONE 0500 21 22 24 
www.securahome.co.uk 


SHOWCENTRE AT: Unit C1 Kestrel Way, Garngoch Ind Est, 
Gorseinon, Swansea SA4 9WN 
Authorised + Regulated by The Financial Conduct Authority 


(S) 

securahome 


Ridgeway walk photos 




Ewe and lamb. 


Scam 

targets 

new 

businesses 

M y new dog 
walking 
business 
based in South 
Glamorgan came 
live on the business 
directory yell.com 
week commencing 
April 11. 

As a consequence of 
this, I received a call 
from a person I 
understood at the time to 
be the police, claiming 
involvement with the 
‘Policing Portal’, an 
organisation that 

produces a supposed 
online magazine for 
retired and serving police 
officers. 

The individual 

delivered a pitch along 
the lines that my dog 
walking service had been 
chosen to be advertised 
by the police as they 
support local businesses 
to highlight services to 
their personnel who, due 
to their shift work, could 
have difficulty walking 
their family pets. It was 
all very convincing. 

Once they have your 
interest, a second person 
calls to seal the deal in 
selling advertising space 
to the tune of £150 and 
requires an immediate 
payment. 

If you do not agree, 
the original caller calls 
back and uses bullying 
tactics to pressurise you 
into agreeing to buy the 
so-called 
‘advertisement’. 

These calls are being 
made from a private 
number so they cannot be 
traced. 

I was also contacted 
by ‘South Glamorgan 
Fire Service’ and I 
promptly cancelled the 
call. 

I was not aware of this 
scam targeting 

businesses in their first 
days of operation and it is 
important to raise 
awareness that this is a 
real threat to new local 
start-up businesses. 
Jenny Clayton. 



THESE images 
were captured by 
Sue Dobbs who 
said: “The 

Ridgeway walk was 
stunning last 

weekend and it was 
lovely to see the 
sheep enjoying the 
spring sunshine.” 


Free CPR 
training 

WELSH HEARTS, the 
Heart Charity for 
Wales, is holding a free 
CPR and defibrillator 
training session at 
Penarth Pier Pavillion 
today, Thursday, April 
21 from 2pm to 4pm. 

The course aims to 
train people in vital life¬ 
saving skills to deal 
with emergencies. 
Children over 10 years 
are welcome to attend 
with their parents. 

For more 

information, contact 
Welsh Hearts on 02920 
647735 or email 
fundr a is ing @welshheart 
s.org. 

Rendezvous 

Club 

A VILLAGE coffee 
morning will be held at 
Ystradowen village hall 
on Monday, April 25 at 
11am, coffee and 
biscuits £1 - this is a 
chance to catch up with 
friends and neighbours 
- all welcome. 


More financial 
openness, please 

I T’S good to see some politicians 
releasing some details of their 
financial interests. 

Local government councillors on council 
cabinets or planning committees would be another 
move in the right direction. 

Dennis Harkus, 

FocusBARRY member. 


DAVID PROSSER&CO 


SOI.ICITORS 

Wills, Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Probate and Estate 
Disputes & Administration 

WE ARE A LOCAL, WELL 
ESTABLISHED LEGAL PRACTICE 

We will: 

• Be polite and professional 

• Respond promptly to your enquiries 

• Provide clear information on costs 

• Offer home visits where necessary 

Please contact Brendan Sweeney. 
Telephone 01656 645921 

E-Mail: brendansweeney@ 
davidprosser.co.uk 

3 Court Road, Bridgend CF31 1BL 

David Prosser & Co is the trading name of 
DP Law Limited. 
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A ONE STOP ENGINEERING STORE. 


HiE 


2S 




S3 




• WORKWEAR 


• COMPRESSORS 


WORK TOOLS 


• GARDEN TOOLS 


• BARBECUES 


- 47i^i»h3e^ 


• GAS FIRES AND REF LLS 


Workwear 


Main 




BRIDGENDS 
MAIN bflion 


THE ENGINEERS AND 
TRADESMAN'S CHOICE 


MAIN kMionl C 
GAS DEALER 




DRAPER 




SOTTIED GAS AVAILABlf HERE FOR 
ALL YOUR LPG REQUIREMENTS 


D LIN 


Dealer lor 


rr WHILE rr lasts 


ON SEL 


If ^riversidehardware 

■ U U& engineers supplies 


UNIT 3C, NORTH ROAD. BRIDGEND IND. EST, 
BRIDGEND CF31 3TP 

TEL 01656 662449 • FAX: 01656 768375 

E*moil; infoOriv^rskifKQrdwQre.co.uk ^ Websiie: wvai^ hversidfihordvyQre.co.u^ 
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For top quality and a service second to none, take adVANtage of A^an About Town^ 



VcleJetCleon 


The Vale Jet Clean Van contains 
everything we need to give your 
drive, patio or paving a really 
good professional spring clean. 
When you see us out and about 
please ask for details, or give us 
a call on 07767 310618 or 
02920 700571. 




CHECK OUT OUR 

AMAZING 

buy now pay 2017 

d? 

12 months interest free offers 

they are amazing don’t miss out! 


Freephone: 0800 8030821 


Barry & Vale 

Damp & Timber TVeatment 

Solving all your 
damp problems 

PCA Approved 

Tel: 01446 420784 
07970 642537 


Llantwit Major Auto Centre... 

...is the only garage 
situated in the heart of 
Liantwit Major. We carry aii 
the iatest diagnostic 
equipment and we are a 
Deiphi Diesei speciaiist. 
Our staff have been factory 
trained in aii aspects of 
diagnostics & servicing. 
We aiso have 2 MOT bays 
catering for both cars & 
motorcycies. 

For all your motoring needs please call on 01446 790100 





Vere Street, 
Barry CF63 2HX 
Telephone: 
01446 738888 
07877 836798 

Replacement or repair 

We are true professionals 
established in 1987 

Windows, Doors, 
Conservatories, Fascias, Fire 
Glass, Safety Glass, Mirrors. 
All Glass & Mirrors 
cut to size. 



www.welshwindows.co.uk 


^ 


STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 



ALL 

building 

work 

covered 

Business Centre 
Cardiff Road, Barry 
CF63 2AW 
01446 489368 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE Ltd 


A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years 



^SPECiAL^ 

^ OFFER ^ 

Air conditioning 
check & re-gas for 

only £39.95 

Only With this advert, 
(normally £55) 

Lower Guthrie St, Barry 01446 737447 / Holton Road, Barry 01446 754888 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

The Fire & Stove Shop 

AT THE PUMPING STATION 



Chips Away 



Don*t let a 
scratch on your 
car put a dent 
in your pocket! 


Call Paul on 07904 840202 • vvvvw.paul.jarvis@chipsaway.co.uk 



D.B. FRANCIS Ltd 

www.dbfrancis.co.uk 

• Gas & Oil Central Heating 

• Woodburning Stoves 

• Individually designed to customers’ 
specification 

• Free estimates 



B A s'isyMvi* ^ 

7 Year Guarantee ^ 

2284 Reg No. 2584 

HETAS Approved 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow,CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 • Fax: 01446 771175 
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For top quality and a service second to none^ take adVANtage of A^an About Town’ 



Ifflha 

estate agents 

V ^ J 

1 Cli 

1 Broad street, Barry CF62 7AA 


Sales: 01446 736888 

1 Lettings: 01446 734668 

; www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 
, enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 

Freephone 
0800 610 2012 

Mobile 07403 310 516 
www.twentyl2flooring.com 


twenty(^ 

flooring.ooiirWr 
The flooring company 
that comes to you 

We Uplift & Remove 
Old Flooring and 
Move the Furniture 

Carpets • Laminate • Wood 


nUNIK SOF STORJUII 

Self storage Containers & Lock-Ups sited in Barry Manned 7 days a week giving you 7 days access 


• External New Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 

• Storage for personal belongings 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service available 

• All covered by 24 hr CCTV in Secure 
Compound 

01446 677648 / 07813 134123 . 

www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk rd 




Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

Qualified N.P.T.C/City & Guilds • 
All Waste Removed • Competent 
& Insured • Trees & Hedges 
Trimmed, Reduced & Felled. 

We can do the work for you. 

We cover all areas: 

Barry • Vale of Glamorgan 
Llantrisant • Cardiff to Porthcawl 
Free Quotation 
(Trade also welcome) 

® 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 

timberaway @ hotmail .com 


We don’t just make ovens 

O v'KiV< 7 h,4 N beauty 


AS SEEN ON TV! 



As well as cleaning ovens, we 
clean Aga cookers, barbecues, hobs, 
microwaves & extractor hoods. 


We use an innovative, 100% caustic-soda- 
free system for all types of appliances which 
means your kitchen is safe, hygienic & 

FREE of nasty fumes! 


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SPECIALIST! 

Daniel - 07806 669899 ;-;-; 

Head Office - 0800 8407127 ir —TTrS 
www.ovenclean.com | I 

you’ll he amazed! i ! 

OVENCLEAN 

Bridgend/Porthcawl/Port Talbot 


MENZIES 


CARPENTRY SERVICES 



All aspects of Carpentry. 
Professional & reliable 
service. Covering the 
whole of Vale & 
surrounding areas. 


Call 01446 760 104 
07917 102 766 


NEW DOORS & 
DRAWER FRONTS 


LIS'® 



HAVE NOW ARRIVED! 


s&dUHSf 

KITCHENS LTD 


25 NEW colours 
& designs 

For that new kitchen project 
or the new dream bedroom 
you have always wanted. 

All made to measure... 


01446736421 

Crefft Kitchens & Bedrooms, 

The Studio, The Waterfront, Barry CF63 4QT 
www.crefftkitchens-barry.co.uk 


www.matthewsremovals.co.uk 

Paul Matthews & Son Ltd 




FURNITURE REMOVERS 
& CONTAINERISED 
STORAGE 

ESTABLISHED 1974 

Local and Long Distance Removal 
Part Loading Service 
Single Items and Pianos undertaken 

Unit 21, Heol Ffaldau, Brackla 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 2AJ 

Tel: 01656 655466 

lnfo(§matthewsremovals.co.uk 


We offer the best of everything in Skip Hire... \ 


A.C.D. SKIPS LTD 


INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL/DOMESTIC 

Good Service • Reliability • Competitive Rates 

Fully Licenced Waste Transfer Station 
Licenced Waste Carriers 
Over 80% of all Waste Recycled 
Tipping Facilities for Licensed Waste Carriers 
Mini • Midi • Builders Skips • Roll On - Roll Off 
25-40 Yard Service • JCB & Tipper Hire 
Also Recycled Aggregates 



St. Theodores Way, 
Brynmenyn Industrial 
Estate, Brynmenyn, 
Bridgend 


Telephone: 

01656 722222 


Working towards 
a cleaner, 
greener planet 


Brian & Mike Hughes Farriers 

Fully registered 

Established 
37 years by family 
run professionals 

Special care 
for laminitis cases 



Call Pencoed (01656) 865012 

The ‘Horsepower’ Specialists! 
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For top quality and a service second to none, take adVANtage of A^an About Town^ 


actioncloors.com 



SOUTH WALES 
LEADING 

INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 


S — 




GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

01656 659274 
01446 439214 



VANMAN 

express 

STORAGE & REMOVALS 

• Recent relocation to 
refurbished warehouse 

• New individual internal 
self storage containers 

• Secure 24hr CCTV & alarmed 
/very competitive rates 



email paulthevamnan@btinternet.com 

www.vaiimaiiexpress.co.uk 

Unit B2 Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, Cardiff Road, Barry, CF63 2BE. 


For a FREE quote, call Paul on freephone: 

0800 2461125 



CELEBRATING 7 YEARS! 


Sandwiches, Baguettes, Filled Rolls, Paninis, 
Jacket Potatoes, Pies, Pasties & Salad Pots, Hot 
& Cold Drinks. Daily Specials - Hot Roast Beef, 
Chicken Curry, Rice and Ch^s, etc. Full 
Bieakfests and Breakfast Rols, ..phis lots more.... 


OPEN TO ALL Mon-Fri 

If you would like us to call to vour 7,30am-3pm 

workplace. Please call Angela. 

Unit 9 Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, Barry, CF63 2BE 

Tel. 01446 421405 07779 661980 I- -■-■»] 


0 


I Barry Security Centre and Locksmiths\ 


Burglar Alarms 
for Homes & Business 
Locks & Key Cutting 
Competitive Prices 


119a Park Crescent, Barry 

01446 740119 
07899 677698 



‘Heed/Hot Tidyy, 



mrpooLs 


■ Family hot 
I tubs from 

1 £2991 




Local Builder/Craftsmanship Category 
Winner of the Vale of Glamorgan Building Awards 2014. 
Winner of the 2014 LABC South Wales Building Awards. 
National Finalist for labc. 

Nominee for labc Building Excellence 2015. 


5 J Building 

6 Property 
Maintenance 

Steve James 
Qualified Tradesmen 

Tel. 01446 404360 
Mob: 07877 415755 
www.sj-builders.co.uk 


How SECURE is your Home or Business? 



Unit 3 Palmerston Workshops, Barry, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF63 2YZ 


yoG 

01446 739586\ ^ ' 

enquiries® 
vogalarms.com 

• Intruder Alarms 

• Fire Alarms 

• CCTV 


Arbtech Tree Services Ltd 

The company that offers safe & a high quality of work to BS3998 standards 

From small domestic trees to 
large commercial tree contracts. 

£5 million PL insurance. 
For all your tree care needs. 





FENSA 



Dinas Windows Ltd 

New windows, doors, fascias, 
soffits and guttering, replacement 
conservatories & porches. 

We also do repair woric to 
windows and doors. 


Call now for 01446 749055 



Unit 16, ly Verion 
Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry I 





y 93 HIGH STREET. BARRY 
-a* 01446 735265 

THE 
5 STAR 

HIGH ST BUTCHER 

www.welshbutchers.co.uk 


facffbook 
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BOULTON 

ELECTRICALS 





Electric services 
covering the whole 
of the Vale. 


1 Fully qualified 

1 piprtnrisin 


electrician. 

Competitive 

prices. 


Call Boulton 
Electrical 
07814166719 


0500 
295192. 


Made in Wales 

FREE QUOTATION 
& FiniNG 

5 YEAR 
GUARANTEE! 



GRABit 


Plant Hire Groundwork 
Contractors Ltd 

Grab Hire Service 
covering the Vale & 
surrounding areas. 

8 & 6 wheel wagons. 

01446 700535 

Find us on Facebook ^ n 



Loads from £135 - Sully, Barry & Penarth 



The Glamorgan GEM would like to thank all 
the businesses that have supported our Van 
About Town feature. 

We have produced this feature many times over 
the last few years, and it has proved to be one of 
one most popular features, both with advertisers 
and readers. 

Businesses spend a lot of money on their delivery 
vans with innovative designs attracting attention 
wherever they go - they deserve to be showcased! 

If you would like to be included in our next Van 
About Town feature, please contact The GEM on 
01446 774484 or e-mail 
gemsales @ tindlenews .co .uk 


GLAMOUR & GLITZ 
AT MISS WALES 2016 
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Ffion wins ‘Miss Wales’ at the Princess Royal 
Hotel and goes on to Miss World competition 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 



Ffion Moyl (23) who lives in Porthyrhyd, 
near Carmarthen, won the ‘Miss Wales’ 
title on Saturday evening. She will now 
represent Wales at Miss World. 

There were 40 competitors from all 
around Wales. The event took place at the 
Princess Royal Hotel in Port Talbot this 
year. 

Sophie Bell, 18, from Swansea was first 
runner up and Victoria Grinnall, 21, from 
Newport was second runner up. 

GEM photographer Glyn Evans was on 
hand to capture the key moments. 





TRIALS ON ALL 
SCOOTERS including... 


Hearing & Mobility 


Came nt?uiii lu 

and vM your w 

Vv <«i«cw U 0 a»*«KJ PorncwM 

TODAYS . 

01656 337 574 


KMpAbh 


2o Mer tt ryi ^OQd. 
WhArhirdsCfU 10O 

It Vl* Pvtgyt KA I 

02921 670 130 


Ov»r 850 items available by mail order *■ ffffl catalogue 

www.hearingandmobility.com 

Don T Offiptrs only enw s^xMirs kxf qucfe iocoi paper k> piiary 


2nd Hand 
Scooters 


Folding 
Walking 
Sticks i 


Trl-Wolker 


Wheelchair 


Oreo Bothlift 


Riser/ 
Recliner 
Chairs 


Restanxitic 
3ft Bed 


Pensioners Low-Cost 
Digital Hearing Aid! 


• mousondi an woortng 
tik^ aa nom- you 
juif don t notice »hehn^ 

• 1 FPfl • jiHiVe 
tied «• you'! wont« 

• oostophor 
kx^nstorefi 

• Hear IV ana ipe«vr 
cieotv ogo^ wfhoif 
ihainingt 


SAVE £££*s 

on othff mod«H wdti 
the lew-oosi aMH 


Heor how met yom heorirtg con be 
impeoved with our FR(E TRIAL - to speak 
to our heomg cofo ONped without 
obltpoiNon fffffPHONf OMO OaS OM 


Boot Scooter 

in lotf Dolours 


Coat 

2W30 


Hearing 
& Mobiiity 
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Simply stunning gifts 



NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - 
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! 

GET AN EXTRA 20% OFFwHEN USING THE COUPON AT 
THE BOTTOM OFTHE PAGE. YOUWILL ALSO BE ENTERED INTO 
OUR £100 PRIZE DRAW (SEE COUPON FOR DETAILS). 



mi" 



e are the exclusive flagship store in the Vale of 
Glamorgan for all ^Busy Bee^ candle products. We stock 
the complete range of natural scented candles, wax tarts, 
hot shots & magik beanz. All are handmade in Wales 
using soy wax and the very finest fragrances available. 

“Busy Bee candles better thanVankee.” - Theo Paphitis (Entrepreneur & star of Dragons Den) 



'e also stock a huge range of natural fragranced 
soaps, bathbombs, chill pills, cupcakes and souffles, ready made 
and bespoke gift hampers. Coming soon... personalised phone 
covers, mugs, glasses, cushions, pillows etc. 




OPENING TIMES & HOWTO FIND US. 


Monday & Tuesday closed. 
Wed^Thurs^ Fri & Sat 
10am - 5pm. 

Sundays 1 lam - 3pm. 
Plenty of parking. 


Our spacious 
store is upstairs in 
VFM on 
Palmerston 
Business Centre^ 
Barry CF63 2XA. 




Like & Share our 
Facebook page @ 
Simply Stunning gifts 
for news^ special offers 
and competition 
giveaways 


20 % 


0/OFF 


any purchase you make in Simply Stunning 
Gifts when you redeem this coupon at the till. 

(Valid until Sunday 1st May 2016). To enter our competition 
to win 2 X £50 vouchers to spend in store, please fill in details. 


Name 


Address 


Contact / 
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SPONSORED 

BY 


Nil\fQ 


#BARRYCINEMEMO 

www.memoartscentre.co.uk 


The GEM 


BARRY’S NEW DIGITAL 
CINEMA & LIVE 
STREAMING THEATRE 


JON FAVREAU’S TAKE 
ON THE JUNGLE BOOK 
IS A VISUAL FEAST! 


W ITH 

Disney’s 
desire to 
make everything 
that was once 
animated live- 
action, it seems 
fairly obvious 
given the way CGI 
effects have 
progressed that 
The Jungle Book 
should be top of 
the list to bring 
into the 21st 
century, and 
director Jon 
Favreau has done 
that. 

Still titled The Jungle 
Book, it follows the plot 
of the original; Mowgli 
(Neel Sethi) is an 
orphan boy raised in the 
jungle, but when he is 
threatened by the deadly 
Shere Khan (voiced by 
Idris Elba), he comes 
under the wing of Baloo 
(voiced by Bill Murray) 
and Bagheera (voiced 
by Ben Kingsley); but 
they soon discover that 
Khan is just one of their 
worries, with snake Kaa 
(voiced by Scarlett 


Johansson) and ape 
King Louis (voiced by 
Christopher Walken) 
also taking an interest in 
Mowgli... 

Disney’s last two 
forays into making 
animation a reality have 
been a mixed bag - 
Maleficent, the Sleeping 
Beauty story told from 
the point of view of that 
film's villain, was a 
commercial, if not 
critical, success, while 
Kenneth Branagh’s 
Cinderella was slavish 
in its deference to the 
animated original. 

The Jungle Book is a 
film that follows its 
hand-drawn original’s 
footprints (or should 
that be paw-prints?), but 
also offers something 
exciting in terms of its 
visual dynamism that 
makes it a thoroughly 
satisfying and enjoyable 
slice of escapism. 

Director Jon Favreau 
has shown he is a dab 
hand at carving out 
blockbusters with a 
degree of depth in the 
likes of Iron Man, and 
he shows a wonderful 
sense of scale here, the 
jungle setting brought to 
life in a vivid blast of 


OCEAN 

LOUNGE 

PORTHKERRY 

ENTERTAINIVIENT 

BINGO Saturday Evenings 

^ Saturday 23rd April 

|ACK THIRLWELL 

First Class Vocal Entertainer.^^ 
Saturday 30th April 

GERRY E 

Excellent Male Vocal Entertainer 

Introducing New Award 
Winning Chef - Kyle 

SUNDAY 
LUNCHES 

in the Ocean Bar lounge £6.95 
(2 Courses £8.95) 

CAR BOOT 
SALES 

Every Sunday 

Sellers 12.30pm. Buyers 1pm. 

? QUIZ NIGHT ^ 

Friday 22nd April ■ 

Porthkerry Leisure Park, 
Rhoose CF62 3ZP 

(01446)710362/711538 

Open: Friday 7pm - 12pm. 

Saturday 12 noon - 4pm & 7pm - midnight. 
Sunday 12 noon - 4pm. 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


colour. 

The film was shot in 
a similar way to Avatar 
(all green screens, the 
only physical presence 
on set being Neel 
Sethi’s Mowgli) yet is 
evidence of how 
technology is advancing 
all the time - there are 
very few moments 
where you feel that 
what is taking place 
isn’t tangible and real, 
from the trees and 
canopies of the jungle 
to the many creatures 
that inhabit it. 

Seeing the likes of 
Bagheera, Baloo and 
Shere Khan made real is 
something quite 
impressive, and you’ll 
feel that these aren’t 
pixels generated by a 
computer but living, 
breathing animals - that 
Favreau gets them to 
talk convincingly is 
proof, if any were 
needed, that we’ve 


come a long way since 
Babel 

Yet while Favreau is 
happy to pay more than 
lip service to the 
original (‘Bare 
Necessities’ and ‘I 
Wanna Be Like You’ are 
present and correct), he 
also adds more than a 
hint of danger and 
darkness to 

proceedings, amping up 
the threat and danger 
that Mowgli is in and 
adding a sinister twist. 

Seeing this King 
Louie in action leaves a 
far darker memory than 
the animated version, as 
does Mowgli’s 
interaction with Kaa, 
and the film is the better 
for it. 

As the only actor on 
display in his normal 
state, much hangs on 
the shoulders of young 
Sethi, and he offers a 
performance that is 
enjoyable and pleasing, 
yet one that sometimes 
doesn’t truly grab you; 
it’s a good turn but one 
that hits the odd bum 
note here and there. 

Much of the film’s 
delight is in the vocal 
cast, with Bill Murray, 
unsurprisingly, the 
stand-out as Baloo, his 
lazy delivery and 
humorous touches 
bringing the character to 
life incredibly well, 
while Ben Kingsley 
offers a stiff upper lip 
and sense of 
protectiveness in 
Bagheera. 

Christopher Walken’s 
King Louie is a dark 
delight, the character 
more of a mob boss 
than an ape with a 
desire for the human 


touch, but Scarlett 
Johannson’s Kaa is little 
more than seduction and 
Idris Flba’s Shere Khan 
veers from cockney 
hard-man to pantomime 
villain, and is all the 
more unconvincing for 
it. 

What the film does 
lack is any great deal of 
surprise. While Favreau 
occasionally deviates 
away from the original 
Disney template, there’s 
nothing to really takes 
you anywhere that the 
original didn’t. It seems 
churlish to criticise 
what is essentially a 
remake for not doing 
something different, but 
for the incredible visual 
invention on display it 
would have been 
interesting to see 
something different. 

However, The Jungle 
Book retains the spirit 
and delight of the 
original, and mixed in 
with a healthy dose of 
dark and sinister 
tension, makes for a 
hugely watchable film. 

VERDICT: A 
triumphant take on one 
of Disney’s most 
beloved animations. The 
Jungle Book is a 
visually sumptuous 
film, directed with zeal 
by Jon Favreau. 
Breaking new ground in 
computer animation, the 
film is more than just a 
technological success; 
in its performances and 
ability to darken the 
edges of the story, there 
is plenty to savour. 
Recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: The Jungle 
Book (1967), Avatar 
(2009). 


Volunteers’ day held at 
Barry Tourist Railway 



BARRY Tourist Railway 
ia having a volunteers’ 
day on Sunday, April 24 
from 12 noon. 

People are invited to come 
along and have a cup of tea and 
a snack. Volunteers are 
required for the cafe as well as 
the railway shed. 

MW 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 



Cancer Research 
Wales offers a 
Coffee Cove invite 


CANCER 
Research Wales, 
based at Velindre 
Cancer Centre, 
Cardiff, is 


WHAT’S 
ON- 
News in 
brief 

Contact group 

EVERY Wednesday 
from 11.45am to 2pm, 
the Contact Group 
meets at the Social 
Club, Hendre Road, 
Pencoed. 

The group is a social 
get-together for meals, 
trips and parties for 
members. All welcome; 
contact Mr Miller on 
01656 862803 or Mr 
Oram on 01656 860353 
for further information. 

Age Connects 
quiz 

ON Eriday mornings 
at The Age Connects 
Senior Health Shop in 
Barry you can take 
part in a quiz. 

It costs 50p to play 
and there is a prize for 
the winner. Come along 
between 9.30am and 
11am to take part, make 
new friends and have 
fun. 

Contact 01446 
732385 for further 
information. 

Porthcawl 

Farmers’ 

Market 

THE next market at 
Porthcawl will be in 
the Awel y Mor 
community hall off 
Wellfield Avenue, 
Porthcawl on 
Saturday, April 23, 
from 9.30am - 
12.30pm. 

The usual local food 
producers will be in 
attendance and there 
are still a number of 
vacancies. 

Anyone interested 
should contact the 
market co-ordianator on 
01656 658963. 


celebrating 50 
years of funding 
world-class 
research in Wales. 

Cancer Research 
Wales ensures that all 
money raised is spent in 
Wales and annually 
spends over £1.5m. 
Currently, the charity is 
supporting around 50 
projects related to 
cancer prevention, early 
cancer diagnosis and 
better treatments in the 
hospitals and 
universities across the 
Principality. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“To mark its 
anniversary year. 

Cancer Research Wales 
is hosting a series of 
science cafes across 
Wales and invites you to 
meet and join the team 
at the Coffee Cove, 
Barry Island on 
Wednesday, April 27 
between 7pm to 9pm, 
for an fascinating night 


of science and 
discovery. 

“Find out how 
scientists in Wales are 
harnessing the power of 
the immune system, 
using vaccines to beat 
cancer. 

“Discover the role 
that genetics has in 
personalised cancer 
therapy and the role 
cancer stem cells play in 
making cancers more 
aggressive. 

“Talks and displays 
will also demonstrate 
how the latest 
innovations and 
pioneering research in 
medical imaging and 
radiotherapy are directly 
helping cancer patients 
in Wales.” 

Suitable for 15 years 
and over. For more 
information, please call 
Dr Lee Campbell on 
02920 316976 or search 
‘CRW Science Cafe 
Barry Island’ on 
Fac ebook. 


Come along 
to Dyffryn’s 
orchid day 


D Y F F R Y N 
Gardens are 

delighted to be the 
venue for the 
Orchid Study 
Group’s orchid day 
this spring. On 
May 7, they will be 
celebrating all 
things orchid on one 
day only. 

From displays of 
many different varieties 
of orchid to talks on local 
and exotic species and 
botanical artists, there 
will be plenty to satisfy 
even the most avid 
orchid specialist. 

There will be lots 
going on over the course 
of the day, including 
specialist nurseries 
selling orchids, orchid 
displays, botanical artist 
Polly O’Leary will be 
demonstrating with 
watercolours and the 
Friends of Penllegare 
will have a historic 
display about the 
collection of John 


Dillwyn Llewelyn. 

There will also be a 
demonstration area for 
visitors to ask orchid- 
related questions, and 
books for sale on 
gardening. 

Learn from the experts 
with our three speakers: 

Roy Bailey Wood on 
Native Welsh Orchids - 
12pm till 12.30pm; 

Sarah from Burnham 
Nursery on Tropical 
Orchids - 2.30pm till 
3pm; 

Chris Flynn on 
Dyffryn’s Orchids - 
3.30pm till 4pm. 

The event will run 
between 10am and 6pm 
with last entry at 5pm, so 
you will have plenty of 
time to discover the 
orchid events as well as 
the beautiful gardens at 
Dyffryn. Normal 

admission prices apply to 
Dyffryn Gardens. 

For more information 
on Dyffryn Gardens visit 
www.nationaltrust .org .uk 
/dyffryn-gardens. 
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EMPTY HOUSES 
AND COUNCIL TAX’ 


1 LIKE reading your 
newspaper, and was 
flabbergasted to read the 
article on the old fire station 
in Barry. 

Firstly, with regard to the interest 
free loans, how do people get to know 
of these, if it wasn’t for your paper? 

As for the quote from the council 
about empty houses, we all know 
there is a shortage of housing and the 
consequences of empty houses being 
run down, vandalised or subject to 
anti-social behaviour. 

I am not rich, but I have recently 
mortgaged a house to rent out as a 
decent family home. The expenses 
have spiralled beyond my 
expectations because of hidden 
problems, but what really annoys me 
is the council. 

I heard that if the property was 
vacant, I would not have to pay 


council tax. After all, while doing it 
up, I have no income from it. 

When I queried this, they informed 
me that the six-month vacant/no 
council tax term was not applicable to 
me, because it went with the house, 
not the owner. As the house had been 
empty and derelict for a year, I did not 
qualify for it. 

When the water was turned on, it 
poured through the kitchen ceiling 
and light socket, the boiler was not 
safe and had to be removed, my wife 
fell through a floorboard in the 
bedroom, hurting herself and putting a 
hole in the ceiling below - maybe we 
should have left it to rot! 

Now I have to find the money for 
council tax too. 

Surely this is not right? I think our 
MPs should look into this. It’s 
another reason for would-be 
renovators to be put off. 

Name and address supplied. 


Tynewydd FC earn three 
points against Belgrade 


IN their first 
meeting of the 
season Tynewydd 
FC came away with 
all three points 
against pre-season 
title favourites 
Barry Belgrade. 

Belgrade started the 
better of the two sides, 
quickly knocking the 
ball around between the 
lines but failing to create 
any chances of note in 
the final third. 

By the midpoint of 
the half Tynewydd had 
managed to find parity 
in the game while also 
failing to take advantage 


of numerous free kicks 
and the half petered out 
at 0-0. 

A reshuffle of 
positions saw Tynewydd 
start the quicker in the 
second half and create a 
few half-chances 

themselves. 

Belgrade were 

unlucky not to take the 
lead themselves when, 
inexplicably, Tynewydd 
allowed the opposition 
centre-half to stride 
through the middle of 
park, and his shot was 
just tipped onto the post 
by goalkeeper Jodie 
Shepherd. 

Belgrade grew 

frustrated as 


Tynewydd’s dogged 
determination and 
accurate offside trap 
limited them to long 
distance efforts. 

Tynewydd’s work 
rate was rewarded in the 
80th minute when a long 
clearance was pounced 
upon by Ross Smith 
who caught the keeper 
off his line with a 
dipping left volley from 
all of 25 yards out to 
make it 1-0. 

Tynewydd saw the 
remainder of the game 
out and their all-round 
hard work as a team was 
rewarded with the win, 
although they know 
they'll have to give at 


least that and more in the 
return fixture in a few 
weeks. 

Man of the match 
went to James Clissett, 
who just pipped centre- 
back partner Ozzy to the 
award, for his control of 
the back line and his part 
in keeping another clean 
sheet for Tynewydd. 


Squad: 
D.Miller, 

J.Clissett 
RPydannah 
L.Union, 
R.Smith, 
LI.Union, 
G.Richards 
L.Peterson 
G.Py croft. 


J.Shepherd, 
G.Osborne, 
(c), 

A.Colburn, 
G.Tinsley, 
C.Marchant, 
J.Brana, 
, J.Williams, 
, G.Union, 

JC 


Bridge results 

RESULTS for the Vale of Glamorgan 
bridge club for April 18: 

Celtic Nations Simultaneous pairs - 1st Glyn 
Williams & Vida Halford 63.86%, 2nd Geoff Tinkler 
& John Henson 62.29%, 3rd Marjorie Morris & 
Linda Pinnock 61.46%. 

LE 


Robotic medicine system 
at new Dinas pharmacy 



Jane Hutt with Linda Jones. 


Ben donates Welsh 
shirt to college 


LINDA JONES has 
opened a new 
branch of her 
pharmacy at the 
new Murch Medical 
Centre in Dinas 
Powys with state of 
art facilities 
including 
consulting and 
treatment rooms 
and a robot to 
manage the 
medicines - the 
first of its kind in 
the Vale. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
donned her ‘Support 
Your Local Pharmacy’ 
tee shirt to cut a 
celebratory cake with 
Linda and her team in 
the recently opened 
pharmacy and wished 
them well with their new 
service for local people. 

Call for 
prayer 
in fight 
for steel 

A CALL for prayer 
has been issued as 
churches in Port 
Talbot rally together 
to hold a joint 
service of support to 
show solidarity to 
the community as it 
faces the steelworks^ 
crisis. 

Called ‘Fighting for 
Steel’, the service will be 
held at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Port Talbot, this 
Sunday, April 24, at 
3pm. All are welcome to 
attend and show their 
support to the Tata 
steelworkers and their 
families. 


BEN Thomas, an A 
Level student at 
Cardiff and Vale 
College, who has 
played seven times 
for the Welsh 
under-16s and 
under-18s rugby 
teams, has donated 
his shirt to the 
college’s Rugby 
Academy to inspire 
other players. 

He donated his 
number 12 shirt to CAVC 
Director of Rugby 
Martyn Fowler, who 
said: “We’re extremely 
honoured for Ben to 
present his shirt to the 
College. 

“Ben has set the 
benchmark for the rest of 
the boys and when they 
see this shirt every time 
they walk past it will be 
an inspiration for them to 
make the best of their 
game.” 

Ben will play his first 
full season for the under- 
18s Welsh rugby team 
next year, having 
qualified a year early. 


feeling to play for 
Wales,” Ben said. “It’s a 
bit nerve-wracking but 
it’s nice to be part of the 
team.” 

Ben is part of the 
college’s Rugby 

Academy team. The 
Academy is designed to 
provide a perfect 
platform for students 
who have an interest in 
performance and elite 
level rugby. 

The Academy places a 
strong emphasis on 
balancing sporting 
performance with 

educational achievement. 

“I would like to on go 
to become a professional 
rugby player,” Ben said. 

“The Cardiff and Vale 
College rugby Academy 
has really helped me with 
that - having all the 
facilities in the campus 
makes it really easy to 
develop physically and 
the support is great.” 


Wolves shine against Athletic 


AFTER the disappointment of 
letting a 4-2 scoreline slip against 
BTUFC - that game ending in a 
draw - Dinas Powys Wolves 
under-13s showed a touch of class 
this Saturday against Barry 
Athletic. 

Returning to the spiritual home of 
the Wolves at Pencoedtre, they turned 
on the style and goals came thick and 
fast from Hewitson and Saunders. 


Dinas ensured they used the pitch 
and were able to spread the play, 
switching flanks with ease. 

The visitors managed to score a lot 
of very good team goals with the 
following players getting on the 
scoresheet - Harrison Kelly, Kian 
Quest, Jacob Moss, Kyle Booker, Zac 
Fifield and Galium Hewitson. 

LS 
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FREE HEAT 


BEAUTIFUL CANE FURNITURE 
WITH FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
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FIREPITS & CHIMENEAS 


20% OFF YANKEE 
CANDLE JARS 


STYLISH GARDEN FURNITURE 
WITH FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 


Tel: 01656 723399 

Open 6 days a week, Mon - Sat lOam - 5pm 

www.seasonsoutlet.co.uk 

Like us on Facebook and sign up to our newsletter 


Seasons 

Unit 9/10, Parc-y-bont, 
Brynmenyn Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend CF32 9SZ 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF • ETC 


DISCOUNT MEAT 
AND FROZEN FOOD 
SUPERSTORE 

To celebrate 75 years trading in Barry we are rolling back the prices on our 

super 6 offers to 2001 prices... 




SUP R 6 DEALS 


★* 


AT2001 PRiaS 

(Up to 50% off supermarket prices) 


* 


2Whole Chickens 


51b Back Bacon (rrp£io) 


£4.99 • 

a pack « 

V- 

(8x 3 OOg frozen) 



Welsh Silverside Joints 

Only 

£4.99 j 

perl^y 







Mince Family Pack 

Extra 50% FREE •Min 1.5/zg 


Only 



(RRP£10) ’ 



Whole Fresh Boneless 

Pork Loin g\t 

Only •. 

£15 i 

, each V 

* * 

(£2.99 kg) 


2 packs of 5 Chicken 
breast fillets t 

Only \ 


(£4.99 kg) 


Offers valid until Sunday 1st May 2016 - subject to availability 


VFM's BEEF HAMPER 

4x Sirloin Steaks, 

4x Braising Steaks, 

31b Silverside Joint, 
400g Diced Beef Pork, 
t450g Minced Beef Pack. 
FREE EXTRAS: Frozen 
^(RRP carrots & peas, Yorkshire 
f/40) puddings & 2kg potatoes 



VFATs BBO HAMPER 



25 


.S(RRP 

/(SO) 


12x jumbo sausages, 6x VFM 
beefburgers, 8x American burgers, 
1 Ox BBQ flavour drumsticks, 4x 
peppered pork steaks, 4x hot & 
spicy pork steaks, 6x minty lamb 
grill steaks, 1/2 kilo Chinese pork 
ribs, 1 Ox Chinese drumsticks, 

6 flavoured meaty grill steaks. 

FREE EXTRAS; 12x Hot dog rolls, 
8x large burger buns, 500ml 
barbeque sauce, 1.5litre of Pepsi 


VFM's MIXED MEAT HAMPER 

4x Chicken fillets, 4x pork 
I steaks, 4x VFM beefburgers, 2x 
j sirloin steaks, 6x V/elsh faggots, 
i450g minced beef pack, 4x 
Chinese chicken portions, 4x 
BBQ flavour chicken portions & 

’ 2x 8oz gammon steaks. 

Plus a free breakfdsh 8x VFM 
pork sausages, 6x back bacon 
rashers, 6x local eggs, ring of 
black pudding, pack of hash 
browns, tin of baked beans. 



XRRP 

£50) 


NEWE40 LOW FAT MEAT HAMPER 

WITH FREE EXTRAS... 

What you get...! 6 Chicken Breast Fillets, 4 Rump Steaks, 600g Turkey Breast 
Steaks, 2x 400g Extra Lean Minced Beef (90% lean), 4x Pork Steaks, 8x Low 
Fat Pork Sausages (90% Lean) & 12 Fresh Eggs. 

PLUS FREE WITH THIS HAMPER... 8x Low Fat Chicken & Garlic 
Sausages, 4x Chicken Tikka Kebabs, & 2x Piri Piri Chicken Breast Fillets. 







NEW LATER 
OPENING HOURS 

Monday - Friday: 9am-6pm 
Saturd^: 8am-6pm 
Sunday: 9am-3pm 
Plenty of parking 


UNIT 5, PALMERSVALC BUSINESS 
CENTRE, PALMERSTON ROAD, BARKY \ 
CF63 2XA 0144S 721206. W 

HOW TO FIND US... X 

Turn at traffic lights at Dow Corning and head up 
Palmerston Road, turn left just before Waitrose, then 
follow the yellow VFM signs. Set your sat nav to CF63 2XA, 


EXTRA FREE GIFT FOR GEM 
READERS WHEN YOU 
PURCHASE A HAMPER 
IN-STORE 

Free pack of 6 x VFM Beef Burgers worth 
£2.99 on production of this coupon. 


GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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Local airport's 
'austism 
champions' on 
hand 


FOLLOWING 
intensive training 
by the charity 
Autism Puzzles, a 
group of Cardiff 
Airport staff are 
now recognised as 
‘Autism 
Champions’. 

The ‘airport 

champions’ understand 
the challenges faced by 
those living with autism 
and related conditions 
and their families, 
especially when 

travelling, and are now 
equipped to offer support 
in a number of ways. 

The ‘champions’ are 
based at the PRM desk 
within departures and are 
on hand 24 hours a day to 
ensure a smooth and 
stress-free passenger 
experience. 

Cardiff-based charity 
Autism Puzzles has been 
a constant source of 
guidance and 

information for Cardiff 
Airport. They hosted an 
open day on the first 
floor of the main airport 
terminal recently to 
promote Autism 

Awareness Month, to 
celebrate Cardiff 

Airport’s achievements 
and to offer advice to 
staff and passengers 
regarding the condition. 

Debra Barber, 


24/7 

managing director and 
chief operating officer at 
Cardiff Airport, said: “I 
am very proud of our 
new autism champions. 
The PRM team 
demonstrate the highest 
standards of customer 
service and work hard to 
help passengers with 
additional needs or 
reduced mobility on a 
daily basis. 

“We appreciate that 
some aspects of the 
airport experience can be 
daunting for those living 
with autism and related 
conditions, so we are 
dedicated to continuing 
our partnership with 
Autism Puzzles and 
delivering the highest 
levels of customer 
service.” 

ZUMBA IN 
KENFIG 

ZUMBA classes are 
held at KPC every 
Tuesday at KPC from 
9am - lOam; free, but 
a donation is 
appreciated. 

It takes place at KPC, 
Pyle Youth and 
Community off Pyle Inn 
Way, Pyle in Bridgend. 

For further 

information call 01656 
749219 or 745399, 
email 

kpcyouth @ Hotmail .com. 


Hunt racing fans 
are ready for the 
Dunraven Bowl! 


HUNT racing fans from 
the Vale will be flocking to 
Chepstow Racecourse 
tomorrow (April 22) for 
the Dunraven Bowl 
Novices' Hunter Chase 
which is the highlight of 
the year for many Welsh 
point-to-point enthusiasts. 

David Brace, the sponsor, has 
yet to win this race which was 
first held 20 years ago. His Bob 
The Butcher, a seven-year-old 
bay gelding, has winning form 
this season. 

The initial race in 1996 was 
won by Mr and Mrs 
Goldsworthy’s mare Miss Mill 
Brook which gave Llancarfan's 
Evan Williams, now a leading 
National Hunt trainer, the first of 
his three winning rides, the 
others being Cherry Gold in 
2003 and 2004. 

Cherry Gold won again in 
2005 but this time Jason Cook 
was in the saddle. 

One would need to write a 
book to highlight all the previous 
winners , but mention must be 
made of Pip Jones and Fiona 
Wilson, as they are the only 
females who can claim to have 
won this prestigious hunter 
chase. 

Pip was successful in 1997 on 
Final Pride and Fiona scored a 
shock win on rank outsider 
Saffron Moss in 1998. 

Dai Jones, who rode more 
than 200 winners between-the- 


flags, won aboard Mr Dow 
Jones, a Chepstow and Hereford 
course specialist, in 1999. 

After No Fiddling had won in 
2000 with Ogmore’s Christian 
Williams in the saddle, the 2001 
and 2002 races were abandoned 
owing to the course being 
waterlogged. 

The prolific Cannon Bridge 
was successful in 2006 and 
Welsh champion point-to-point 
rider Rhys Hughes won on 
Kilbreena in 2007 and Bob Bites 
Back in 2009. 

Master Charm, given a 
cracking ride by Flanharon's 
Tom David, beat the game 
Mins gill Mans in 2010, and the 
following year, Eric Clough’s 
Parthian Prince, partnered by 
Paul Tolman, was later awarded 
the race after Bob’s Law, which 
had finished first past the post, 
was subsequently disqualified by 
the BHA Disciplinary Panel after 
he had ‘mysteriously’ tested 
positive for a prohibited 
substance. 

Sadly, Rosies Peacock, one of 
the fancied horses for the race, 
reared over and injured his rider 
John Mathias on the way to the 
start and was withdrawn. 

Owned, trained and bred by 
David Elewellyn, brother of 
Grand National winning jockey 
Carl Elewellyn, Rosies Peacock, 
who at the time of writing has 
won 32 races, was denied 
another chance of winning in 
2012 when the meeting was 


abandoned. 

In 2013, when the race was 
won by 25-1 chance Hawkeye 
Native, Rosies Peacock was soon 
struggling and was pulled up. 

2014 saw reigning Welsh 
champion point-to-point rider 
rider John Mathias score an easy 
on Lee Power's Gale Force 
Oscar and last year in 2015, 

John scored an even easier win 
when the 11-year-old 
Desertmore View, in command 
throughout, was eased on the flat 
after jumping the last to win by 
two lengths from Kimora. 

The unlucky horse of the race 
appeared to be Patricktom Boru 
which seemed to have every 
chance when blundering three 
fences from home and unseating 
his rider. 

Patricktom Boru went on to 
win over hurdles and fences later 
in the year. 

One rider who has hopes of 
winning the race for the second 
time is Tom David, who will be 
aboard Mrs Carmen 
Goldsworthy's Captain Camelot, 
who finished six lengths ahead of 
Shanks A Lot when winning the 
restricted race at the South 
Pembrokeshire Hunt Point-To- 
Point on Easter Monday. 

BRIAN LEE 


Prestigious 
awards for 
Aqua Spas 
& Pools 



Dave and Natalie of Aqua Spas & Pools. 


A qua spas & 

POOLS is a 
family-run 
business located near 
Barry and it recently 
picked up two 
prestigious awards. 

The first was 
‘Platinum Outstanding 
Dealer of the Year’ for 
Coast hot tubs in, 
Vancouver, Canada, and 
it also won a UK gold 
award for ‘2015 Best 
Residential Outdoor 
Pool Refurbishment’ at 
the recent UK Pool & 
Spa awards ceremony in 
the NEC, Birmingham. 

Managing director 
Julian is overwhelmed, 
with the hard working 
team and the great effort 
they’ve put into the 
company’s busiest year 
on record. 

He said: “Now 
entering our twelfth 


year, we now have over 
1,200 hot tubs installed 
in the Welsh region. 

“Many have been 
local - with holiday 
cottages in west Wales, 
but as far away as 
France. 

“Having excellent 
relationships with our 
Canadian partners has 
also allowed us to sell at 
factory direct prices, 
saving around 30 per 
cent and providing 
quality, innovated 
products with futuristic 
designs. 

“We now have over 
16 hot tubs on show 
including the world’s 
only infinity swim spa. 
Come across and view 
them at Atlantic Gate, 
Barry, CF63 3RF, or 
visit 

www.aquaspas.co.uk or 
visit 

www.coastspas .com.” 
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Karate students learn from Sensei Dave! 



Glamorgan great Alan 
Jones is appointed 
Count^s new president 


GLAMORGAN could not 
have made a popular choice 
when they appointed Alan 
Jones, a true legend of the 
county, as club president at 
the recent Annual General 
Meeting. 

The club has rightly been 
admonished in the past for 
ignoring Jones and Don 
Shepherd’s credentials for 
president, two players who scored 
more runs and took more wickets 
than anyone else who did not play 
for England. 

This year though, chief 
executive Hugh Morris recognised 
from personal experience what 
Jones has achieved for the club 
since making his debut in 1957. 

He scored over 36,000 first 
class runs at an average of 33- 
rather an ordinary average by 
today’s standards, but not when 
considering the years he played on 
uncovered pitches, without a 
helmet and other protection, and 
against some of England’s greatest 
fast bowlers. 

Among his numerous 
outstanding performances was an 
innings of 161 not out against the 
1961 West Indies team, which 
included the fiery Wes Hall, while 
his consistency is highlighted by 
the astonishing feat of passing 
1,000 runs for 23 consecutive 


by EDWARD BEVAN 


seasons. 

His achievments certainly 
warranted Test honours, and in 
1970 he was selected for England 
against the Rest of the World 
team. 

He was unfortunately dismissed 
cheaply in both innings, but unlike 
other county openers, who were 
given further chances, he was 
dropped and never considered 
again. 

This decision reflected badly on 
the England hierarchy, but worse 
was to follow when the series was 
not considered worthy of Test 
status - this despite England 
losing the series 4-1, while the 
opposition including some the 
world’s greatest players, namely 
Garfield Sobers, Mike Procter and 
Graham Pollock. 

Consequently, Jones’ England 
blazer, sweater and cap were never 
worn again. 

He returned to Glamorgan, the 
runs continued to flow, and in 
1977 he was chosen as one of 
Wisden’s Eive Cricketers of the 
Year. 

He retired in 1983, before 
returning as Glamorgan’s coach 
and as a mentor to countless 
young Welsh cricketers. Robert 
Croft, who was appointed the 


club’s head coach this year said; “I 
am very proud to be head coach 
while Alan is president. His 
wisdom is something I will be 
tapping into along the way”. 

No one has worked as hard as 
Jones to succeed at the game he 
loves. When asked to attend the 
Glamorgan winter nets at an early 
age, he would regularly walk long 
distances from his home in the 
small village of Velindre to catch a 
bus to Neath and return late at 
night. 

His dedication was an 
inspiration to his brother Eifion, 
one of Alan’s 11 brothers and 
sisters, who followed him into the 
Glamorgan team and remained 
there for 23 years as a renowned 
wicketkeeper/ batsman. 

How fitting that Morris and 
Croft, two of Jones’ disciples, are 
at the helm these days, and 
nothing would delight him more 
than the continued success of his 
beloved Glamorgan. 

Steve James, another 
outstanding Glamorgan opener, 
sums up perfectly the respect 
everyone has for him: “I spent 
hours with him at the nets, 
practising first and then talking to 
him. I would listen entranced. He 
is one of the nicest men you could 
ever meet. I always wanted to be 
Alan Jones the man - as I did Alan 
Jones the batsman.” 


Bright future for cricket club 


WHEN Hugh Morris arrived at 
Glamorgan two and a half years ago, the 
club’s finances were in a parlous state, 
and a rumour that the club was close to 
insolvency was not merely idle gossip, but 
a reality, writes EDWARD BEVAN. 

However, Glamorgan announced a £520k profit, 
their debt had been substantially reduced and a 
bright future beckons. 

Morris has supervised the recovery with the 
same efficiency that characterised his work as 
managing director at the ECB, and as he also 
combines his role with that of director of cricket, he 
is well aware that the county have made little 
impact in the county championship or the one day 
competitions. 

He has already made some useful signings 
during the winter, and both Morris and Robert 
Croft, the new coach, are optimistic. 

Croft is as passionate in his new role as he was 
in his 24-year playing career, and has asked his 
players to be “ambitious” for themselves and the 

Flint rules! 

BRIDGEND trainer John Flint landed the 
Mares Handicap Hurdle at Newton Abbot 
on Monday with seven-year-old Ayla's 
Emperor which came home three lengths 
ahead of The Missus. 


BRIAN LEE 


club. 

They started their championship season against 
Leicestershire at the SSE Swalec on Sunday, after 
finishing fourth last summer. 

They appeared to be in contention for promotion 
after four successive victories in mid season, but 
thereafter lacked consistency and failed to win 
another game. 

They need a reliable opener with Jacques 
Rudolph, and will start the season with James 
Kettleborough, who ended a lean 2015 by scoring 
two 50s at the end of the season and a century 
against a strong Somerset attack in a recent pre¬ 
season game. 

Too often last year they relied on the middle and 
lower order - especially Graham Wagg and Craig 
Meschede - to haul them out of trouble after losing 
early wickets. 

Nick Selman and Timm Van Der Gutten are 
among the new signings; Selman, who was brought 
up in Australia, but who is English qualified, and 
Van Der Gugten, a seamer who has played for 
Holland and featured for Tasmania in the Big Bash 
competition. 

After 10 days warm weather preparation, and a 
series of practice games Croft says he has “a fairly 
good idea of what our championship side is going 
to be,” and this is likely to mirror the same team 
that played Cardiff MCCU earlier in the week. 

The club has also signed Shaun Tait for the 
latter stages of the T20 Big Bash competition, and 
will shortly announce the other player who will 
feature in the opening games. 


MEMBERS of the 
Llantwit Major & 
St Athan Shotokan 
Karate Club were 
once again 

privileged to train 
with the world 
respected Sensei 
Dave Hazard, 7th 
Dan. 

On April 2/3, the 
club’s association, the 
Welsh Karate Union 
(WKU) hosted an open 
weekend seminar with 
Sensei Dave, who was 
there at the beginning of 
karate in the UK, 
training under 

Keinosuke Enoeda, 8th 
Dan (posthumously 
awarded 9th dan), from 
1969. 

In the years since, he 
has continued to evolve 
his practice and 
understanding of karate 
to an almost 
unparalleled level 
through theoretical, 
scientific and technical 
study of areas such as 
karate’s historical 
development and 

biomechanics. 

We had many 
experienced students 
enjoying Dave Hazard’s 
visit, having trained with 
him on many occasions, 
but also several 
relatively new 

practitioners who leapt 
on the opportunity to 
learn from him. 

Particular praise goes 
to Danielle Sadler and 
Ashton Grey who have 
only been training six 
and four months 
respectively, and yet 
dived in head first! Also 
to Luke Tebby, who 
returned to karate last 
year and who is working 
very hard to get back up 
to form and doing very 
well. 

The first day 
consisted of two 


courses; one for 
beginners to 

intermediate students 
and another for brown 
and black belts. 

The first course 
involved analysing the 
efficiency of body 
movement and 

projection of 

concentrated force. 

In this session the 
students (and the seniors 
watching anxiously for 
their turn!) were asked 
to question the most 
basic of requirements; 
the ability to move the 
body. 

That same day the 
brown and black belts 
were treated to an in 
depth analysis of the 
kata (form) ‘Kanku 
Dai’, roughly translated 
as ‘viewing the 

universe’. Kata is often 
overshadowed in 

Western culture by the 
mysteriousness of the 
practice and the 

symbology of the 
names, but simply put in 
the Japanese martial arts 
these represent codified 
forms of practical self 
defence. 

On the second day all 
students of any age and 
ability were welcome 
where we spent two 
hours developing our 
kicking prowess. 

The previous day’s 
themes continued to pop 
up throughout, and by 
the end our kicks, 
whether for competition 
or real self defence, 
were definitely 

improved. 

We certainly went 
away with an 
overwhelming amount 
of information to digest 
over the coming months. 

The Sunday course, 
while excellent, was 
overshadowed by an 
unforgettable moment. 
A class of over 60 


International 
Ama visits CTK 
netballers 


AMAAGBEZE, the 
Loughborough 
Lightning and 
England Rose, gave 
young netballers 
from across the 
region an 

opportunity to take 
part in two 
workshops on 
Saturday. 

Ama ran a full day’s 
worth of special skills 
sessions, including a 
question and answer 
session for the young 
players. 

She provided practical 
advice on training 
schedules, match 

preparation and gave an 
inspirational insight into 
her life as an 
international player from 
the age of 15. 

In the evening she 
held a coaches seminar 
on defensive circle 
strategies. Coaches 
travelled from across 
Wales to attend the 
session. 

This was the first in a 
series of sessions CTK 
netball club intend to run 
over the next year, with 
the aim of establishing a 
support structure for all 


netball coaches across 
the region. 

We would like to 
thank the Vale Resort for 
their continued support 
of our netball club from 
grassroots to our elite 
athletes. 

Our domestic season 
has drawn to an end with 
mid table finish for the A 
team, while our B and C 
teams have won their 
leagues and gained 
automatic promotion to 
division 3 and division 5 
respectively. 

Our under-15s, under- 
13s and under-lls have 
qualified for national 
clubs finals day. 
However, for many of 
our top squad the season 
continues, with six 
athletes presently in the 
Wales under-21 long 
squad, and the upcoming 
tour to South Africa in 
June, in addition to their 
preparation for the world 
youth cup in Botswana in 
2017. 

We were extremely 
fortunate to have Ama’s 
input at such a key time 
for our youngsters and 
international players. 
Thank you Ama! 

CW 


students were all lined 
up and eager to start 
when Sensei Hazard 
called Sensei Paul 
Watson forward to take 
the starting bow, as he 
always does, but then 
proceeded to call the 
class to ready position, 
ordered us to check our 
gi (uniform), and to 
stand smart and proud. 

At this moment, the 
board of directors for the 
governing body. Karate 
Wales, walked in and 
Paul looked very 
confused as to what was 
going on. 

In one of the proudest 
moments of my time in 
the Welsh Karate Union, 
I was able to watch as 
my friend and mentor 
was awarded his 7th 
Dan, presented by the 
man he admires the 
most, Dave Hazard, on 
behalf of Karate Wales. 

While I know his 
humbleness will mean 
he still feels he doesn’t 
deserve it, and he 
certainly never sought 
any recognition, Paul 
Watson is responsible 
for some of the finest 
work in furthering the 
quality and scope of 
karate in Wales, and has 
done so for 45 years 
purely as a volunteer. 

As far as we are all 
concerned, no one 


deserves it more. 

Congratulations to a 
great man, and thank 
you to Sensei Dave 
Hazard for once again 
coming to teach us all. 

If anyone is interested 
in trying karate please 
don’t hesitate to get in 
contact. The Llantwit 
Major & St Athan 
Shotokan Karate Club, 
and the WKU as a 
whole, are entirely 
volunteer run and the 
WKU is one of the 
largest and most 
successful karate 

organisations in Wales. 

As a local club we 
have been in the area for 
some 20 years and are 
fortunate to have a wide 
range of ages and 
abilities training with us, 
including many family 
groups. 

We meet every 
Wednesday and Eriday 
in the Gathering Place, 
St Athan, from 6.30pm- 
8pm. Students taken 
from age 8-plus 
(occasionally younger, 
but if so please contact 
first). Please contact 
Simon Dodd on 
07917441138, find us on 
Eacebook, or visit 
WWW. welshkarateunion. 
org for further details. 

SIMON 

DODD 


Wales manager 
launches new 
football scheme 


THE future of 
football in Wales 
has been given a 
major boost with 
the announcement 
of a new grass-roots 
football programme 
which will see over 
30,000 Welsh 
youngsters given 
access to training, 
equipment and 
facilities over the 
next three years and 
beyond. 

Welsh manager Chris 
Coleman launched the 
scheme at Dragon Park 
where he was joined by 
local youngsters who 
were put through their 
paces on the football 
pitch to celebrate the 
start of the programme 
which will see the Welsh 
PA join forces with Lidl 


to promote grass roots 
level football across the 
country 

In what is the biggest 
year in Welsh football 
history, with the national 
team heading to Prance 
for Euros 2016 in just 
two months’ time, it’s 
hoped the launch of the 
scheme will help to 
create a long legacy of 
Welsh football success. 

Through the 

partnership, Lidl Play 
More Pootball will 
develop young people to 
provide them with the 
skills to plan, organise 
and deliver inclusive, fun 
and easy-to-play football 
activities to engage their 
peers who do not 
currently play the game. 

An increased focus 
will also be placed on 
encouraging more young 
girls to participate in the 
sport. 


Second bpen 
dap’ at Rhoose 
Bowls Club 


N Saturday, 
April 2, 
Rhoose 
Bowls Club held its 
2016 summer 
season open day. 

It proved to be a 
great success, with new 
members joining and 
trying the game of 
bowls for the first time. 

With good weather, 
the day was rounded 
off with a cheese and 
wine evening enjoyed 
by many of the 
members. 


It has therefore been 
decided to hold a 
second open day on 
Saturday, April 23. 

All are welcome and 
it is hoped that some 
younger boys and girls 
may like to come and 
have a go. 

Tea and coffee will 
be free on the day and 
there will be a bar for 
those who may wish to 
partake in something 
stronger. 

We look forward to 
seeing you. 

Rita M Craig, 

Rhoose. 
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Cowbridge’s 
Jeff Bird sees 
High Hatton 
race to victory! 


Hockey club veterans are 
denied by last-gasp strike 


AT the rearranged 
Monmouthshire 
Hunt Point-To- 
Point steeplechases 
at Howick near 
Chepstow 
racecourse, Welsh 
champion rider 
John Mathias 
brought his 
season’s tally of 
wins to 14. 

The biggest cheers of 
the day were reserved 
for Sara Bowditch, aged 
21 . 

On only her second 
ride in a point-to-point 
she finished in fourth 
and last place in the 
Eight-Year-Olds And 
Over Open Maiden race 
on Mrs Paula Williams’ 
eight-year-old bay mare 
Which Sky, the rank 
outsider of five. 

Although being a 
couple of fences behind, 
Sara from the Rhondda 
Valley, who rides out for 
former Welsh champion 
riders Shan and Ross 
Farr, stuck to her task of 
completing the course 
and was greeted with 
loud cheers as she 
passed the winning post. 

The race was won by 
the best turned-out horse 
Thatchers Brook who, 
under Cowbridge’s 
Byron Moorcroft, scored 
by 20 lengths from the 
favourite Eagle Harbor 
after taking up the 
running five fences from 
home. 

On dismounting in the 
winner’s enclosure, 
Moorcroft said: “It was 
so easy she didn’t need a 
jockey.” 

Thatchers Brook, an 
eight-year-old bay mare, 
is owned and trained by 
Kevin Salter and 
qualified with the Y strad 
Taf Fechan Hunt. 

The first of Mathias’ 
wins was initiated when 
Harpsy Cord, a 10-year- 
old bay gelding by 
Accordion owned by 
John’s mother Jan, came 
with a good run to lead 
at the last to score by 
two lengths from 
Tullyraine (Forcan 
Williams). 

The odds-on favourite 
Lamboro Lad (Peter 
Bryan) never looked like 
winning and was a 
further 12 lengths back 
in third place. The 
pacemaking Not Til 
Monday unseated young 
Ben Jones at the last. 

Gardiners Hill, owned 
by west Wales National 
Hunt trainer Dai Rees 
and trained by partner 
Jane Jones, which had 
given Mathias his 
second winner, also led 
at the last to beat recent 
maiden winner Mad 
Money (Byron 
Moorcroft) by two 
lengths and is now 
destined to go summer 
racing over hurdles. 

There was an exciting 
finish to the opening 
Connolly’s Red Mills 
Intermediate race won 
by Cowbridge’s Jeff 


Bird’s seven-year-old 
bay gelding High Hatton 
which beat the favourite 
Moral Hazard (John 
Mathias), which had 
slightly led at the last 
fence, by a neck. 

Winning rider Richard 
Patrick said: “He didn’t 
like the ground but he’s 
a very brave horse.” 

Mr Bird said: “We 
have always thought a 
lot of this horse and 
Richard has given him a 
great ride. 

“This is the 25th 
winner my brother-in- 
law Jonathan Tudor of 
Merthyr Mawr has 
trained for us, and it all 
started in 2003, when we 
won a novice hurdle at 
Worcester.” 

The Five, Six And 
Seven-Year-Olds Open 
Maiden went to the 
Shinton family’s Indian 
Leader, trained by 
Michael Bowen son of 
leading Welsh National 
Hunt trainer Peter 
Bowen. 

Indian Leader, a 
seven-year-old bay 
gelding, won by four 
lengths from Tinkers Hill 
Tommy and winning 
rider James King, aged 
20, son of Racing Post 
journalist Andrew King, 
said: “He jumped well 
and has improved a lot.” 

The favourite St 
Merryn (John Mathais) 
finished third and 
Flancarfan’s Evan 
Williams, whose De 
Faoithsdream won the 


TWO stalwart 
Cowbridge Squash 
Club players are to 
be rewarded for 
their continued high 
level of fitness and 
performance in the 
regional and local 
county leagues. 

Both Nick Guard and 
Richard Ford will 
represent Wales at their 
respective age levels in 
the home international 
tournaments at the end of 
April and in early May. 

Guard, Cowbridge 
Squash Club No 1 and 
club captain, has been 
selected to play for Wales 
over-55 team to play 
against England, 

Scotland and Ireland in 
the home internationals 
in Nottingham on May 5- 
8 . 

He has represented 
Wales for many years in 
the squash masters 
internationals at the over- 
40, over-45, over-50 and 
now the over-55 age 
groups. 

The evergreen Guard 
still competes well. 


listed Scott Brand 
Handicap at Ayr later 
that day, was present to 
see his 18-year-old 
daughter Isabel finish 
fourth on his Tenant 
Farmer. 

The pacemaking 
Desert Roe (Richard 
Patrick) who was 
disputing the lead came 
down at the last fence. 

The Fadies’ Open 
race went to Justin 
Hoskins’ owned and 
trained 10-year-old 
chestnut gelding Blazing 
Buck which beat the 
favourite Get It On 
(Sarah Bowen) a winner 
over the course in 
March. 

Blazing Buck, a six¬ 
time winner under 
Rules, led on the first 
circuit only to lose his 
place but ran on again in 
the closing stages. 

It had looked as 
though at one time 25-1 
outsider Gale Force 
Lucey would cause a 
shock win. 

However, Blazing 
Buck, under the 
experienced Hannah 
Fewis, was in striking 
distance by the time the 
last obstacle was reached 
and went on to win by a 
length. 

“He’s a very quirky 
horse who does things 
very quietly and in his 
own way,” said his 
delighted owner/ trainer. 

BRIAN LEE 
(02920 736438) 


playing at No 1 against 
allcomers (usually much 
younger opponents) in 
South Wales Division 2 
East. 

This is truly a 
remarkable achievement 
for the player to be still 
playing at such a high 
level and hence rewarded 
with international 

recognition. 

Ford, Cowbridge B- 
team captain, has also 
been selected to captain 
the Wales over-65 team 
against England, 

Scotland and Ireland at 
the home internationals 
in Cardiff near the end of 
April 22-23. Richard has 
represented Wales on 25 
occasions at different age 
groups over the last 11 
years. 

Seemingly, improving 
with age, last month 
Richard won the Wales 
National Championship 
for the over-65 age 
group. 

All the Squash Club 
and associated 

community wish them 
both the very best of luck. 

RW 


PENARTH Hockey 
Club’s veterans side 
returned to action 
to round off a 
successful three 
days of club 
‘business’, but were 
denied a creditable 
draw as old foes 
Cardiff snatched a 
winning goal with 
the last touch of the 
game. 

The veterans match, 
which followed the AGM 
and annual dinner on 
Thursday and Friday 
respectively, was the 
latest in a series of ‘old 
timers’ fixtures designed 
to both round off the 
regular season and kick- 
start the Vets’ summer 
campaign and began in 
the spirit of a traditional 
friendly, but quickly 
showed the competitive 
nature of both teams. 

Cardiff brought a mix 
of both seasoned 
veterans and younger 
team members, and their 
combined strength was 
evident as they 
bombarded the Penarth 
goal for fully 20 minutes. 

With then home side 
restricted to hurried 


DUE to the number 
of matches 

cancelled due to bad 
weather and 

unplayable pitches 
during the winter 
months, Cowbridge 
Town Reds now 
have to play two 
matches a week in 
order to get all the 
games completed 
before the end of the 
season! 

On Monday evening 
the Reds welcomed 
Llantwit Major to 
Cowbridge School for 
their latest league game. 

Fortunately, the rain of 
earlier in the day had 
abated and the teams 
took to a pitch bathed in 
sunlight. An earlier 
encounter in the cup had 
seen the Reds take the 
spoils but a close game 
was expected. 

The Reds started the 
game in their usual 
attacking style but 
Llantwit defended 
solidly and few chances 
were forthcoming. 

Gradually the Reds 
started to gain the upper 


clearances in a bid to get 
a breather, it was no 
surprise when the visitors 
opened the scoring, 
courtesy of a cleverly- 
deflected ball that left 
goalkeeper Mark Harris 
with little chance. 

Stung by falling 
behind, but bolstered by 
the introduction of the 
returning Richard 

Bromiley in the heart of 
defence, Penarth 

gradually pulled 

themselves back into the 
game over the remainder 
of the half. 

With Dave Thomas 
getting more of the ball 
in midfield, openings 
were created for both 
Mark Sawyer and Nick 
Pratt, while the entire 
defensive corps remained 
resilient to ensure that 
the sides were still split 
by the solitary goal at the 
interval. 

The second period 
proved to be a much 
more even affair, with 
Penarth able to move the 
ball more freely, utilising 
the effervescent Dave 
Morgan in midfield and 
halfbacks Graeme Jones 
and Rob Harrison to push 
Cardiff back. 

There were chances at 
both ends, with Pratt, in 


hand and took the lead 
midway through the first 
half following a fine 
finish by Ruben Davies, 
who went on to claim his 
second not long after. 

There was little 
between the teams for the 
remainder of the half 
with both teams’ 
midfields cancelling each 
other out and few clear- 
cut chances being 
created. 

However, shortly 
before the break Llantwit 
managed to pull a goal 
back with a clever long- 
range finish from a tight 
angle making the score 
2-1 at half-time. 

The second half was 
similarly close with both 
teams having periods of 
pressure before the Reds 
managed to assert 
themselves with Ruben 
claiming his hat-trick and 
the Reds hitting the post 
soon after. 

However, as the game 
drew to a close, Llantwit 
managed to score their 
second after a fine team 
move, but the final 
whistle blew soon after 
with the score at 3-2 to 
the Reds. The result 


particular, ruing a Cardiff 
goalkeeper in good form 
as he saw two efforts 
well saved, and man-of- 
the-match Harris keeping 
the home side in the 
game on several 
occasions. 

Penarth’s increased 
possession eventually 
paid off when Craig 
Llewellyn converted a 
penalty corner to bring 
the sides level, and a 
second set-piece just 
minutes later only 
narrowly failed to put the 
hosts ahead. 

With Morgan having 
to leave the game 
midway through the half, 
however, the Grizzlies 
were made to regret not 
going ahead as Cardiff 
mounted a late assault on 
the green goal. 

With the game getting 
both tetchy and overly 
physical in the final 15 
minutes, a draw would 
probably have been a 
fitting result, but Cardiff 
ensured that they would 
go away with the win as, 
having failed to convert 
any one of several 
penalty corners during 
the game, they finally 
found the bottom corner 
with the final strike of the 
game. 


enabled the Reds to 
reclaim top spot in the 
league table. 

On Friday evening the 
Reds travelled to Jenner 
Park in Barry to play 
Porthkerry Panthers in 
the final of the Vale Cup. 

In another tight game 
with few chances there 
was nothing to choose 
between the teams until 
the final 10 minutes, 
when an unfortunate 
defensive mistake 
enabled Porthkerry to 
fire the ball into an empty 
net from just outside the 
penalty area. 

As the Reds pressed 
forward in search of an 
equaliser, gaps appeared 
in the Reds defence and 
another defensive 

mistake enabled the 
Panthers to score their 
second goal from a tight 
angle. 

With time running out 
the Reds attacks were 
comfortably dealt with 
and the match ended with 
a 2-0 win for Porthkerry 
who were deserved cup 
winners. 

The match wasn’t a 
classic with two good 
teams cancelling each 
other to some extent. 
However, the support for 
both sides was fantastic 
and thanks must go to 
everyone who attended 
the game. 

Reds squad: Finlay 
Ball, Tom Collingridge, 
Ben Cooke, Ruben 
Davies, Sam Davies, 
Steffan Evans, Akka 
Guwy, Rhys Hardman, 
Will Harris, Aaron 
Holcombe, Aron 

Kempson, Toby Mallett, 
Tom McCarthy, Benji 
Mulcahy, Ifor Rees, Jac 
Roberts, Craig Tapsfield, 
Edward Thomas, Harry 
Treharne. SE 


Not done with keeping 
his side in the game for 
the entire 70 minutes, 
goalkeeper Harris also 
turned out for the Wales 
over-40 side as they took 
on a Hockey for Heroes 
select XI at the Welsh 
Institute of Sport on 
Sunday, playing his part 
in a 3-3 draw. 

CLUB DINNER 
PENARTH Hockey 
Club celebrated its 
most successful season 
to date with a large 
turn-out at the annual 
dinner, held once again 
at Penarth Athletic 
Club. 

Ably organised by 
club secretary Dave 
Stevens, the evening 
provided an opportunity 
to mark the league 
success of the first and 
second XIs, the 

promising return of the 
third XI after ten years’ 
absence and a look to the 
future with confirmation 
of the return of a fourth 
XI in 2016-17. 

The renaissance of the 
club’s junior section was 
marked with the 

awarding of the Clubman 
of the Year Award to the 
coaching quartet of 

Michelle Meddins, Ben 
Croxall, James Davies 
and Graeme Jones, while 
former youth product 
Faith El-Khatib walked 
off with both the leading 
goalscorer and first XI 
player of the year 


RECENTLY, the 
tenth edition of the 
FAW girls’ Cup 
final took place at 
Ystrad Mynach, 

between Cardiff 
City Ladies under- 
16s and Villa Dino 
under-16s. 

Cardiff City Ladies 
have not lifted the cup 
since the 2012/2013 
season, as the cup went 
north twice to 
Caernarfon Town Girls, 
and Prestatyn Girls. 

The road to the final 
was: 

Round one Cardiff 
City Ladies 1-0 PILCS 
Ladies. 

Round Two, Vale 
Ladies and Girls 3-9 
Cardiff City Ladies. 

Round Three, Cardiff 
City Ladies 14-1 
Thornhill Athletic. 

Round Four, 

Llanidloes Girls 0-14 


trophies. 

Jamie Davison and 
Morgan Salisbury picked 
up the second and third 
XI player of the year 
awards respectively, 
while Sam Salisbury was 
named as the latest 
young player of the year. 

Sarah Pratt and 
Natasha Llewellyn were 
also singled out for their 
individual contributions 
to the club over the past 
season. 

Speeches on the night 
congratulated the various 
sides for their 
accomplishments but 
warned against 

complacency ahead of 
both the 2016-17 season 
and the forthcoming cup 
finals weekend, where 
the first and second XIs 
play Penarth Ladies 
seconds on Saturday, 
April 23 in a day of 
hockey that could bring 
further glory to the town. 

The first XI take on 
Bangor University in the 
main event of the day at 
3pm, following on from 
the second XI’s 
encounter with Swansea 
University at 10.30am 
and the Ladies Trophy 
final against Cardiff 
Medics at 12.45pm. 

The club would 
welcome as much 
support as possible at 
Sophia Gardens. Adult 
tickets cost £5 on the 
gate, with under-16s 
going free. CL 


Cardiff City Ladies. 

Quarter Final, 

Caerphilly Castle Ladies 
0 - 12 Cardiff City 
Ladies. 

Semi finals, Cardiff 
City Ladies 5-0 
Corwen. 

The final was a very 
tense game that had 
supporters on the edge of 
their seats, but Cardiff 
City Ladies were the 
winners at 2 - 1. 

Congratulations go to 
all the players - Georgia 
Roberts-Powell, Chelsea 
Deacon, Emily Poole, 
Monet Legal, Beth 
O’Donnell, Ella Powell, 
Anna Richards, Evan 
Taylor, Danni Lundrigan, 
Cerys Board, Daisy 
Evan-Watkins, Megan 
Atkins. 

Also, thanks go to the 
coaches Dean and David, 
not forgetting the parents 
and grandparents, etc, for 
all their fantastic support. 


Morgan selected 
for Wales in 
table tennis 

COWBRIDGE Comprehensive School 
would like to congratulate Morgan Day- 
Davies in year 7. 

She was selected by Table Tennis Wales to 
represent Wales in the British Championships in 
Guernsey. 

Morgan was part of the girls’ school team that 
finished third and consequently collected a bronze 
medal. This is a great achievement - well done 
Morgan! 

DC 


SQUASH 
PLAYERS TO 
REPRESENT 
WALES 


League joy, but cup 
heartbreak for Reds 


Under-16s take 
the Welsh title 
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PICTURED: (left to right) Jack Singh-Brar, club captain Roger Parsons, Josh Hilleard, Oliver Brown, 

Joe Fenton, Pierre Junior Verlaar and Simon Hopkin, club secretarylmanager. 

FALDO’S JUNIOR SERIES GOLF 
COMES TO PYLE & KENFIG GC 


ON April 14, Josh Hilleard strolled 
to victory in the Faldo Series 
Wales Championship by six shots 
at Pyle & Kenfig Golf Club. 

The 21-year-old Englishman was in fine 
form as he shot scores of 68, 69 and 72 to 
leave the field trailing in his wake. His 
reward is a place in the 20th Faldo Series 
Europe Grand Final. 

Hilleard did the damage in his first two 
rounds, extracting full advantage of the 
birdie opportunities on offer and also 
notching up a second day eagle. Such was 
the pace set that Faldo Series veteran Jack 


Singh-Brar sat six shots adrift heading into 
the final day. Hilleard finished the job with 
a no-nonsense 72 to win the event and his 
boys’ under-21 division. 

The boys’ under-18 category was 
claimed by Welshman Oliver Brown by 
three shots. Brown shot a final day 71 to 
wrestle victory from Dutch competitor, 
Pierre Junior Verlaar. Brown found 
particular joy on the tough ninth hole, 
shooting two birdies and an eagle over his 
three days. Brown will compete in his first 
grand final later this year. 

The girls’ under-16 category was won by 
Grace Connely (The Vale GC) with rounds 


of 70-75 and 79. A first day eagle on the par 
5 11th was the highlight of her play. Grace 
also qualifies for her first grand final. 

Heading final scores: Boys’ under-21: 
209 - Josh Hilleard (Eng) 69-68-72; 215 - 
Jack Singh-Brar (Eng) 74-69-72. Boys’ 
under-18: 220 - Oliver Brown (Wal) 76-73- 
71; 223 - Pierre Junior Verlaar (Ned) 77- 
73-73. Boys’ under-16: 233 - Joe Fenton 
(Eng) 82-77-74; 243 - Charlie Salter (Eng) 
78-79-86. Girls’ under-21: 233 - Lucy 
Walton (Eng) 80-80-73; 252 - Julia Korns 
(PI) 89-80-83. Girls’ under-16: 224 - Grace 
Connelly (Wal) 70-75-79; 226 - Mimi 
Rhodes (Eng) 76-75-75. 


Tournament delight for the Sports 

Byncethin fought 
back to level the second 


BRIDGEND 
SPORTS under-lOs 
were grateful for 
an invitation from 
Llantwit Major to 
appear in their end 
of season rugby 
festival on Sunday. 

Four teams including 
the Sports took part - 
Bryncethin, Llantwit 
and Whitland. With 
some spring sun shine 
appearing to provide 
near perfect conditions 
for running rugby, all 
teams entered into the 
spirit of the day. 

The first game 
between Llantwit Major 
and Bryncethin was 
certainly spirited as 
both sides moved the 
ball and competed hard 
for a 3-3 draw. 

Bridgend Sports took 
the field next against 
Whitland. An early 
attack with Joel Rogers, 
Galium Lewis and 
Gian John all involved, 
was brought to a halt as 
the ball went forward. 


From the scrum, 
Whitland tried to break 
out of defence but were 
pinned down and 
conceded possession. 

The Sports attacked 
as Matthew Gates 
emerged with the ball 
and drove forward for 
the ball to be worked to 
Galium Lewis, who 
weaved his way 
through the Whitland 
defence to claim the 
first try for the Sports. 

From the restart 
Harri Williams put the 
Sports into a 2-0 lead as 
he flew up to intercept 
a pass and race in to 
score. 

It was clear the pace 
of the Sports attack was 
going to cause a few 
problems and as the 
team worked to close 
down any Whitland 
attack and steal ball, 
they exploited space. 

First Tom Coles set 
off on a run deep into 
the Whitland half but 
was denied by a last 
ditch tackle. It was not 


too long a wait before 
the next score. 

Harri Williams put in 
one of his chop tackles 
and from the ruck Gian 
John spotted the 
smallest of gaps down 
the blind side, exploited 
it with a run full of 
guile and pace to score. 

Joel Rogers scored 
the fourth and final try 
of the half as he 
gathered the ball and 
used his pace to score. 

In the second half, 
Whitland battled for 
everything but could 
not find a way to the 
Sports’ line. The Sports 
broke out of defence 
with runs from Cadan 
Hayes and Morgan 
Edwards. They did not 
look back from this and 
tries followed, with 
Harri Williams and 
Galium Lewis touching 
down. 

Llantwit Major 
played out a thriller 
with Whitland in the 
next game, as the hosts 
just edged a win by six 


tries to five. 

The local derby was 
next as Bryncethin 
faced Bridgend Sports. 
Early attacks by both 
sides broke down as 
passes were spilled. 

Bryncethin looked to 
attack with possession 
secured from a scrum 
but they did not allow 
for the pace of Galium 
Lewis, who raced up to 
intercept a pass and run 
in for the Sports to take 
an early lead. 

Joel Rogers made it 
2-0 as he was put into 
space from runs made 
by Mason B aimer and 
Dewi Worrall. Dewi 
was rewarded for his 
good all round 
contribution towards 
the end of the half as a 
Bryncethin kick was 
charged down by Harri 
Williams. Dewi Worrall 
pounced on the loose 
ball to claim the try for 
the Blue and Whites to 
lead 3-0. 

Then came the try of 
the day. It was scored 
by Gian John early in 
the second half. Playing 
uphill, the Sports 
started with a switch of 
play that set Dewi 
Worrall on a run, he 
passed to Joel Rogers 
who linked with Gian 
John, who made a 
break before he passed 
to Galium Lewis. He 
produced a deft pass to 
switch play with Harri 
Williams. 

He in turn passed to 
Cadan Hayes who 
moved it back to 
Galium Lewis who 
made another perfectly 
timed pass for Gian 
John to score in the 
comer. 


half score, before 
former Bryncethin 
player Harri Williams 
scored the final try for 
the Sports to run out 
winners by five tries to 
one. 

In the final game of 
the morning, Llantwit 
Major played Bridgend 
Sports. By this stage of 
the day, the Sports were 
playing with confidence 
in attack and defence. 

Llantwit Major tried 
to break down the 
Sports defence but 
could not find a way 
through and when the 
Sports secured the ball, 
they attacked with pace 
and skill to work 
players into space. 

They scored five 
tries in the first half 
with tries from Dewi 
Worrall Joel Rogers , 
two for Gian John and a 
final one for Cadan 
Hayes which was his 
first for the club. 

This try was greeted 
with a loud cheer from 
the Sports’ players’ 
parents. 

In the second half 
Tom Chick and Galium 
Lewis scored before 
Dewi Worrall ran in the 
final try of the day for 
Bridgend Sports to 
return undefeated with 
an 8-0 win. 

SP 


Latest news from the 
Bridgend Bridge Club 


THE results for recent events 
at Bridgend Bridge Club are: 

Wednesday, April 13: First, Marjorie 
Morris and Bill Turner; second, Laura 
Woodruff and Mike Close; third Pete 
Bugden and Geoff Barnes. The 
winners on handicap were Marjorie 
Morris and Bill Turner. 

Thursday, April 14: First, Eileen 
Mahoney and Jeff Barnett; second, 
Sally Bryant and Liam Sheridan; third 
Dennis Smith and Wendy Bailey. The 
winners on handicap were Eileen 
Mahoney and Jeff Barnett. 

Friday, April 15: first Dave and 
Debbie Lea; second, Marjorie Morris 


and Bill Turner; third, Dian Jones and 
Pat Cogbill. The winners on handicap 
were Dave and Debbie Lea. 

Regular club nights take place on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings at 
Nolton Church Hall. Play is scheduled 
to begin at 7pm, so it helps if players 
arrive at least ten minutes early. 

On Thursday afternoons at 2pm, 
also at Nolton Church Hall, there is a 
gentle bridge session. Master points 
are awarded, but it remains a relaxed 
occasion where players enjoy their 
bridge. 

DN 


Penybont under- 18 s 
suffer back-to-back 
losses after red cards 


PENYBONT under-18s suffered 
back to back defeats for the first 
time this season as Bridgend 
Town were rewarded for their 
outstanding work rate with a 
shock 4-1 victory. 

Penybont were clear favourites 
going into the game as Bridgend had 
only won once prior to this match all 
season. Also Penybont had won the 
reverse fixture 13-0. 

It was a quiet start, where Penybont 
enjoyed the majority of possession but 
stmggled to do a lot with it. 

Bridgend took a surprising lead 
against the mn of play in the 27th 
minute. After two corners in close 
succession, Bridgend capitalised 
through Waleed Ahmed whose goal 
gave his side a lot of confidence. 

Just four minutes later, Penybont 
were left stunned after Bridgend 
doubled their lead through an 
ambitious Ben Shattock strike that 
crept in under the bar. 

The second half started with 
Penybont pressing for a comeback but 
Bridgend scored a third goal on the 
57th minute. Waleed Ahmed scored his 
second of the game this time on the 


counter attack. 

Penybont then got one back through 
a Ben Davies header from a pinpoint 
Jac Lewis corner. With 30 minutes still 
to play, Penybont hoped that this goal 
would be a launchpad for a comeback. 

But this was not to be, after 
Bridgend Town were awarded a 
penalty on 70 minutes after Joe Price 
brought down a Bridgend player in the 
box. Ben Shattock then convincingly 
scored from 12 yards to give Bridgend 
a 4-1 lead. 

To add insult to injury, Penybont 
were reduced to nine men. Robert 
Symons was the first to go in the 72nd 
minute after being show a second 
yellow card for dissent by referee 
James Burgess. 

Goalkeeper Calum Williams was 
then shown a straight red card for what 
the referee saw as denying a clear 
goalscoring opportunity. 

All in all, Bridgend out-worked 
Penybont and deservedly took the 
spoils in what was a local derby. 

TOM PROSSER 
(See below for a match report from 
the Bridgend Town point ofvirw. 


Impressive local derby 
win for Bridgend Town 


BRIDGEND 
TOWN gave a much 
improved 
performance to beat 
Penybont 4-1 in the 
South Wales Youth 
League. 

The game started with 
both sides having 
chances to score but 
finally came to life with a 
well-taken goal by 
Waleed Ahmed. The lead 
doubled with a long 
range effort from Ben 
Shattock giving the 
Penybont keeper no 


chance. The half ended 
with Bridgend two goals 
up. 

Bridgend continued to 
create chances in the 
second half and Waleed 
continued to cause the 
Penybont trouble. He 
eventually scored a well 
earned second. 

Penybont finally 
began to create pressure 
and after several comers 
headed in from close 
range. Penybont were 
reduced to 10 players and 
after Waleed was brought 
down in the box, they 


continued the remainder 
of the game with nine. 

From the resulting 
penalty, Ben Shattock 
scored his second of the 
game. 

Bridgend continued to 
make chances against the 
nine men but the game 
ended without the 
scoresheet being troubled 
any further. 

Overall Bridgend 
were good value for the 
comfortable victory 
against their neighbours. 

AM 


PORTHCAWL BRIDGE 
CLUB LATEST RESULTS 


LATEST results from the 
Porthcawl Bridge Club: 

Saturday, March 26: First, Roger 
Plant and Betty Longley; second, Trish 
Saunders and Janet Richards. 

Thursday, March 31: first, Gary 
Williams and Pat Haworth; second, 
Trish Saunders and Sue Anthony. 

Saturday, April 2: first, Peter and 
Sandie Jenkins; second, Terry Dolan 
and Kate Craven. 

Thursday, April 7: first, Dil and 
Marian Evans; second, Terry Dolan 


and Roger Plant. 

Saturday, April 9: first, Trish 
Saunders and Janet Richards; second, 
Peter and Sandie Jenkins. 

Thursday, April 14: first, Roger 
Draper and Rory Gibbons; second, Dil 
and Marian Evans. 

The club meets twice a week, 
Saturday and Thursday at the Awel-y- 
Mor centre, 6.45pm-9.45pm; visitors 
welcome at any time. To contact the 
club, call secretary, Trish, on 01656 
785794. 

TH 


Tennis club planned 
for Llantwit Major 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR Town 
Council (in 

conjunction with 
Vale Tennis 

Academy and Wales 
Tennis) are looking 
to set up a tennis 
club for Llantwit 
Major. 

There are four courts 
on the Recreation 
Ground in Llantwit 
Major that should be 
used and developed to 
support tennis in the 
community. 

If you enjoy tennis, 
would like to see a tennis 
club set up, or fancy 
trying to learn to play 
tennis, whatever your age 


or ability, please come 
along to an open meeting 
on May 3 at 7.30pm in 
Llantonian Hall, Llantwit 
Major. 

We need the support of 
the community to get this 
project off the ground. 
Let’s try and develop a 
tennis club for Llantwit 
Major and offer more 


sporting facilities for the 
town. 

If you have any 
queries regarding the 
meeting, contact the 
Town Hall on 01446 
793707. We hope to see 
you there. 

DAWN HO WEES 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 
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Barry Comprehensive School’s racing 
car designers are off to Silverstone! 


BARRY Comprehensive 
School was well represented at 
the Formula 1 in Schools 
regional competition at 
Swansea University by two 
strong teams on Thursday, 
March 24. 

The ‘Awesome Atoms’ won best 
engineered car in their rookie class for 
pupils who have not competed in the 
event before, and came a creditable 
second overall in their event. 

BCS Racing continued their 
successful run in the competition, with 
Oliver Bartlett the only remaining 
team member from previous years 
stepping up to team manager and 
leading new recruits Benjamin Eddy 
and Michael Todd. 

BCS racing won best engineered 
car, fastest car and came third overall, 
meaning they will go forward to 
represent Wales at Silverstone in the 
FI in Schools national finals. 

A fantastic result for both teams and 
their teacher Mr Hawkins! 


‘In it to Win it’ 

TO end the spring term, Barry 
Comprehensive School held another 
Tn it to Win it’ draw with a range of 
fantastic prizes on offer for those 
rewarded with raffle tickets. 

The raffle tickets are awarded to 
pupils for excellence in attendance, 
attitudes to learning and academic 
success. Obviously, the more tickets 
accumulated, the more chances there 
are to win a prize. 

With all pupils having at least one 
ticket in the draw, everyone was 
excited. Of course, it was no surprise 
to see pupils with multiple tickets 
winning many of the prizes (that’s 
mathematics!) and as all pupils know, 
you have to attend on the day to be able 
to claim a prize. 

The next draw will take place at the 
end of the summer term. So the 
message is to keep working hard, keep 
attendance high and keep collecting 
those tickets. 

AC 


MP set for London 
Marathon challenge 

VALE MP Alun Cairns will Cancer Now and the Brain Tumour 


compete in the London 
Marathon on Sunday after 
joining forces with two local 
charities for the 2016 London 
Marathon. He will be raising 
funds for Breast Cancer Now 
and the Brain Tumour 
Charity when he participates 
this weekend. 

Local representatives of Breast 


Charity met Mr Cairns recently to tell 
their stories and explain more about 
the work the charities do in the local 
community. 

To sponsor Mr Cairns and raise 
money for Breast Cancer Now and 
the Brain Tumour Charity, visit 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Alun 
Cairns. 



Very 

Inviting 



Images typical of Redraw homes. Details correct at time of going to press. 


As well as the traditional architecture, Redrow homes have airy, 
innovative and intuitive interiors, designed to help family life flow. 

Very Welcoming, Very Homely, Very Redrow 



Brand New 

Show Home 

- OPENING AT - 

St. David’s Meadow, Colwinston 
Launching Saturday 23rd April 

Join us at St David’s Meadow this Saturday for the 
opening of our new 4 bedroom show home. You can 
view this beautiful property and discover how we could 
help you move with our range of incentives. 

Visit: redrow.co.uk/stdavids Call: 01446 311490 


St. David’s Meadow 
Heol Cae Pwll, Colwinston 
Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7NL 
See website for details 


^REDROW 

A BETTER WAY TO LIVE 
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BRINSONS 


chartered surveyors 


The Complete Property Professionals 


GARDEN FLAT, EASTGATE,COWBRIDGE ?/). 


WWW. brinsons. co. uk 

Cowbridge Office: 
01446 771777 


• Garden flat 
■ One bedroom 


• Refurbished 
■Town centre location 


£595 PCM 



TY GORWEL, CEFN CRIBWR 



• Double detached garage 

• Views towards the Coastline 



home 


£400,000 


OAKWOOD BUNGALOW, LLANMAES 


is where the heart is 


Thinking of moving this 
summer? 

Call today to arrange a FREE 
no obligation property appraisal 



• Large detached property 

• 4 bedrooms 


£750 PCM 


CAPEL-YR-EFAIL, LLANCARFAN 


3 reception rooms 
• Garden extending to 
approximately 1 acre 

£535,000 



Jouble bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Detached double garage 
Large rear garden 

£400,000 


Semi detached property 
3 bedrooms 
Extended and Improved 
Well regarded location 

£215,000 


4 bed detached property 
3 reception rooms 
Detached garage 
Rear garden with open views 

£400,000 


Detached character cottage 
4 bedrooms 
Original features 
Large gardens 

£500,000 


Large detached house 
4 bedrooms 

Double garage with workshop 
Spacious landscaped gardens 

£575,000 


Spacious detached house 
4 bedrooms with potential for 5th 
3 reception rooms 
Conservatory 

£415,000 



Extending to approximately 23 acres 
Located on the outskirts of Garth 
Small areas of amenity woodland 


£50,000 




C.34 acres of agricultural land 
Useful farm buildings 
Equestrian potential 
Private iocation 

£250,000 


An ailotment 

Located near semi-detached properties 
Approximately 0.1 acre 




£10,000 


LIVINGSTONE WAY, ST ATHAN 


Spacious end of terrace property 
4 bedrooms 
2 reception rooms 
No chain 



_y V. 


115.5 acres in total 
Ring fenced 
Convenient location 


£775,000 


Development site 
Planning for 3 bed house 
C.10.6 acres 


£189,000 


Deveiopment site extending to c.0.6 acres 
Walking distance to local amenities 
Good road access to prominent 
position 

£170,000 J 


r TYNEW 

YDD,WATERTON ^ 





£108,000 




Semi detached house 
3 bedrooms 
Sought after location 
In need of total modernisation 

£ 210,000 


Detached property 
6 bedrooms 
Large garden 
Twin garage 

£499,950 


Detached former farmhouse 
2 rooms to first floor 
Adjoining derelict building 
In need of refurbishment 

£250,000 



New build bungalow 
Standing in 1.07acres 
4 bedrooms 
Sought after village 

£735,000 



oniUiiK 
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Pencoed RFC news round-up 




Rhys Pope draws the attentions of 
a Builth Wells defender. 




VISITORS Builth 
Wells started the 
better of the two 
sides in this game 
against Pencoed 
RFC, and following 
early territorial 
dominance driving 
play from the Bulls’ 
pack saw scrum half 
Pugh plunge across, 
full back Barrett 
adding the 

conversion. 

Pencoed wing Jack 
Picton then did 
extremely well to thwart 
another visitors’ score, 
racing back to catch and 
tackle wing Godley only 
metres out when a score 
looked likely. 

The visitors were 
looking the more 
dangerous of the two 
sides in the opening 
quarter; however a 60 
metre counter attack 
from the home side 
almost brought a score - 
unfortunately a difficult 
final pass was spilled a 
metre out. 

Pencoed then 

destroyed a Bulls 
scrummage but again 
their handling behind let 
them down. Play then 
became to and fro and the 


interval arrived with the 
visitors just deserving of 
their 0-7 lead. 

The home side began 
the second half brightly, 
cutting the visitors’ 
defence open on a couple 
of occasions, but the 
visitors regrouped and 
the home side could not 
make their chances count 
on the scoreboard. 

It was, however, the 
strong home scrum 
which set the platform 
for their opening score, 
Adam Williams kicking a 
penalty goal to reward 
his pack’s efforts. 

The home side then 
took the lead for the only 
time in the match, 
winning a close up 
lineout before driving 
play set up a chance for 
scrum half Kyle Barrett 
to feed skipper Kieron 
Moore on the blindside 
and the tight head prop 
forward drove over at the 
comer flag. 

Pencoed's lead was 
shortlived, however, 
Barrett adding a penalty 
goal for the visitors to 
lead 8-10. 

Pencoed then picked 
up a yellow card at a 
cmcial stage of the match 
and the visitors 
capitalized immediately. 


Family affair at 
Pyle and 
Kenfig Golf Club 


COMPETITIONS 
at Pyle and Kenfig 
Golf Club seem to 
be becoming family 
affairs. 

The recent captain’s 
charity cup was won by 
brothers Rhodri and Tom 
Booth with an excellent 
score of 47 points, 
runners-up with 46 
points were David Rowe 
and Gwyn Watts, while 
third place went to Paul 
Lewis and Simon Hopkin 


who scored 45 points. 

Continuing the family 
theme, the Nash Cup saw 
father and son feature in 
the prize winners; 
Christian Jackson won 
the trophy, runner up was 
Jamie Jones who beat his 
father Anthony into third 
place by virtue of a better 
back nine. 

Congratulations to 
Jamie, who is now down 
to scratch for the first 
time. 

IB 


giving themselves prime 
position from the 
resultant penalty and 
their driving lineout saw 
the diminutive Pugh 
emerge from a mass of 
bodies as the try scorer; 
Barrett converted for a 8- 
17 lead. 

Pencoed returned to 
the attack and fly half 
Williams went for a gap 
which took him over at 
the posts before adding 
the conversion. 

The restart was to 
prove Pencoed's 

undoing, Builth 

capitalizing on the loose 
ball to sweep play to the 
Pencoed line, before 
Pugh in support of his 
forwards crossed for his 
try hat trick and a 15-22 
victory which could 
protect the mid-Wales 
side’s Division 1 West 
Central status in this, 
their final match of the 
season. 

PENCOED 
PHOENIX 67, 
CROESYCEILIOG 
LADIES 0 

Pencoed Phoenix ran 
out comprehensive 
winners of this 
National League 
Division 1 match at the 
Recreation ground, 
scoring 11 tries shared 
amongst nine different 
players. 

Outside half Rhian 
Noakes opened the 
scoring for Phoenix in 
the first minute on her 
Phoenix debut, catching 
the Croesy defence flat 
with a well judged kick 
ahead before racing on 
to the kind bounce to 
score wide out. 

Phoenix soon 
increased their lead with 


scrum half Amy Stevens 
breaking strongly around 
the end of the lineout to 
score from 25 metres 
out. 

Stevens then put the 
ball behind the visitors 
and second row 
Charlotte Mundy, 
showing good 
anticipation and 
dribbling skills, steered 
the ball over the line for 
the touchdown; Noakes 
converted. 

Phoenix soon got their 
bonus point try, 
regaining possession 
from a Noakes kick 
ahead and a fine offload 
out of the tackle from 
Lisa Hughes saw 
supporting full back 
Kathryn Criger race over 
at the posts, Noakes 
adding the extras. 

Phoenix were now 
rampant, and centre 
Hannah Seward 
straightened onto the 
pass to score from 22 
metres, Noakes 
converting for a 31-0 
lead. 

Noakes was then to 
set up the next home 
score, showing great feet 
to go past her opposite 
number before triggering 
off her threequarters and 
a swift link pass from 
Seward saw Stephanie 
Edmunds race away 
from some 45 metres out 
to score, Noakes 
converting. 

A strong Phoenix 
scrum provided the 
platform for their next 
score, driving the bigger 
Croesy pack backwards 
for the ever-alert Melissa 
Clay to get the 
touchdown and Phoenix 
led 43-0 at the interval, 


first half which had seen 
them move the ball from 
all parts of the field to 
devastating effect. 

The home side struck 
early in the second half, 
Noakes once again 
pulling the strings at fly 
half to free up her 
backline and centre 
Lauren Aitken found Zoe 
Reeves with a fine 
offload out of the tackle 
and the right wing raced 
over, Noakes converting. 

Superb interplay 
between Clay and 
Noakes brought about 
the next score, Welsh 
international Clay 
putting her head back 
around the halfway mark 
to leave the overworked 
visitors’ defence for 
dead, Noakes converting. 

The influential Noakes 
then got the next try, 
releasing Aitken who 
made good ground 
before transferring back 
inside to Noakes, who 
needed no second 
invitation to speed away 
from 40 metres-plus. 

Phoenix brought the 
curtain down on a fine 
all-round team 

performance, Noakes 
providing the cutting 
edge for Seward to 
unselfishly put left wing 
Hughes over in the 
corner. 

Pencoed Phoenix 
under-18s won 25-10 
against Ynysddu in a 
game that had to be 
stopped due to an 
injury to a Ynysddu 
player. 

We wish all the best in 
her recovery. Scorers for 
Phoenix were Megan 
Griffiths (four tries) and 
Caitlin Smith. TR 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk/www.cowbridge- 

today.co.uk/www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk/ 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk/ 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 








































36 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday April 21st, 2016 



£65,000 

Bryn Cottages, CF32 8PX 

threSedrooms 

UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, GAS CENTRAL HEATING 
OPEN VIEWS TO THE REAR 


£81 QQ5 

Bedfoixl Rise,CF61 2UP 

FIRST FLOOR FLAT 
TWO BEDROOMS, LARGE GARDEN 
NO ON GOING CHAIN 


£89 995 

Bullfinch Road,CF62 4ND 

FREEHOLD, TWO BEDROOMS 
INVESTMENT PROPERS 
CURRENT TENANT IN PLACE. 


£94,500 

Pinewood Square, CF62 4JR 

F^EHOLD 


£104,995 

Waun Llwyd Terrace. CF32 7PP 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOMS 
WELL PRESENTED 
VIEWING RECOMMENDED 


£105,000 

Ham Manor, CF611BD. 

TWO BEDROOMS 
GENEROUS LIVING SPACE 
LARGE GARDENS, GARAGE 


ABERKENFIG 


BOVERTON 


ST ATH AN 


MARCROSS 


BOVERTON 




£118,000 


Bridgend Road, CF32 9AD 

TWO BEDROOM 


£134,995 


Eagleswell Road,CF61 2UE 

^ THREE BEDROOMS 










£229 9*50 

Llantwit Road.CF62 4LY 

FREEHOLD, FOUR BEDROOMS 
TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 
GARDENS TO FRONT AND REAR 






£265,000 
Channel View, CF611ZE 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOM 
STUNNING CHANNEL VIEWS 
SPACIOUS REAR GARDEN, NO CHAIN 


£269,000 


Heoi Merioneth, CF61 2GS 

FREEHOLD, DETACHED 
FOUR BEDROOMS 

UPVC GAS CENTRAL HEATING, DOUBLE GARAGE 


£289 995 

NantTaiwgWay,CF62 6LZ 

FOUR BEDROOMS 

MODERN PROPERTY, LARGE GARAGE 
OPEN VIEWS TO THE REAR 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Floor Plans, Accompanied Viewings and Internet Advertising 

Rentals 01656 655989 www.brighternnoves.co.uk* E-Mail: info@brightermoves.co.uk 


♦ 


1 Pound Field, 
Llantwit Major, 
CF61 1DL. 
01446 794433. 


119a Wyndham House, 
Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 1EF. 
01656 655936. 


105 Talbot Road, 
Talbot Green, 
CF72 8AE. 
01443 222420. 





PARK HOMES 


at CASTLETON RESIDENTIAL PARK, CASTLETON ROAD, ST ATHAN CF62 4LG 


CASTLETON 

Residential Park 

Offeringauniqueopportunityfortheretirementofyourdreams 




Empty pitches available for bespoke homes built 
to your own specifications. 

We will be there to answer any questions & will 
be joined by the British Legion and the St Athan 
Historial Society. ALL WELCOME. 


Exhibiting New Statley Albion Windsor 42ftx20ft. 
Fully furnished. £749,995 

OPEN WEEKEND 

May Day bank holiday. Friday 29th April to 
Monday 2nd May from 10am to 5pm at: 

Castiton Park, Castleton Road, St Athan CF62 4LG 




We are a retiremen t park for over 50s, with a truly remarkable community spirit Email enquiries - billyforrest3@gmalLcom or call to arrange a viewing. 

www.castletonpark.CO.uk Office 01446 488421 Billy 07979 291286 Matt 07880 804205 
















































































Thursday April 21st, 2016 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 37 


I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

Sales: 01446 736888 
Uttmgs:OI446 734668 

www.nomesonview.co.uk 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk \Si 


ftsiiO 


Zoopla.co.uk 




nina 


estate 


agents 


website: 

www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 

email: 

enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 



OFT 

^lf«d a Piroparfy com 


pvoportyfirKftMC.com 





VALE STREET BARRY 

• MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL 
•THROUGH LIVING ROOM 

• GROUND FLR BATHROOM 
•THREE BEDROOMS 

• IN NEED OF UPDATING 

• SOLD AS SEEN-SERVICES NOT TESTED 

• NO CHAIN 

• ER - D 


EVELYN STREET BARRY 

• MID TERRACE TRADITIONAL 
•TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• LIVING/DINING ROOM 

• KITCHEN 

• FIRST FLOOR BATHROOM 

• UPVC D/G & GCH VIA COMBI 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• ER = D 


£114,950 


£99,950 


BELVEDERE CRESCENT BARRY 

• MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL 

• LIVING/DINING AREA 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• FAMILY BATHROOM 

• ENCLOSED LOW MAINTENANCE REAR 

• UPVC - GCH 

• TOWN CENTRE LOCATION 

• ER - D 

£107,000 


ROMILLY PARK ROAD BARRY 

• SPACIOUS SEMI DETACHED 
•THROUGH LIVING ROOM 

• DINING AREA^CONSERVATORY 

• W.C. CLOAKROOM 

•THREE BEDROOMS,SHOWER ROOM 

• STAIRS RISING TO AtTIC/HOBBY AREA 

• DRIVEWAY PROVIDING PARKING 

• GARAGE VIA REAR LANE 
•VIEWING ADVISED 

• ER - E 


LLANDINAM ROAD BARRY 

• 1ST FLOOR MAISONETTE 

• LIVING ROOM WITH SEA VIEWS 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• KITCHEN/DINER 

• UTILITY ROOM 

• GCH VIA A COMBI BOILER 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• NO CHAIN 

• ER = C 


JENNER ROAD BARRY 

• GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 
•THREE BEDROOMS 

• LIVING ROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• NO CHAIN 

• WELL PRESENTED 

• ER = C 


£374,950 


£107,000 


£109,000 



WHITMORE PARK DRIVE BARRY 

•WELL PRESENTED 

• CORNER POSITIONED SEMI DETACHED 

• LIVING ROOM 

• DINING -OPEN PLAN KITCHEN 

• CONSERVATORY 
•THREE BEDROOMS 

• GARAGE/AMPLE PARKING 

• LOW MAINTENANCE REAR GARDEN 
•VIEWING ESSENTIAL 

• ER=C 

£179,950 



TYNEWYDD ROAD BARRY 

• TRADITIONAL SEMI DETACHED 

• ORIGINAL FEATURES THROUGHOUT 

• LIVING ROOM 

• DINING ROOM OPENING TO KITCHEN 

• SITTING ROOM 

• FOUR DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• SPACOUS FAMILY BATHROOM 

• SEA VIEWS FROM THE REAR 

• LOW MAINTENANCE GARDEN 

• ER=E 

£229,950 



PETERSWELL ROAD BARRY 

• SPACIOUS SEMI DETACHED 

• LIVING ROO‘” 


• INTEGRAL GAFtAGE 

• FIVE BEDROOMS 

• FAM. BATHROOM 

• DRIVEWAY 

• BACKING ONTO ALLOTMENTS 

• ER= D 


£199,950 



MARINE DRIVE BARRY 

• MODERN DETACHED DWELLING 

• LIVING ROOM,DINING ROOM 

• STUDY/SITTING ROOM 

• W.C. CLOAKROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN,UTILITY RM 

• FOUR BEDROOMS^MASTER EN-SUITE 

• DOUBLE GARAGE/bRIVEWAY 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• NO CHAIN 

• EPC = " 


£379,950 



CAREW CLOSE BARRY 

• MODERN END OF LINK 
•THREE BEDROOMS 

• LIVING ROOM 

• DINING ROOM 

• KITCHEN 

• UPVC D/G & GCH VIA A COMBI 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• NO FORWARD CHAIN 

• ER - D 

£122,000 



THE GRANARY PENMARK 

• IMMACULATE PRESENTATION 

• SPACIOUS THROUGHOUT 

• THREE REC. ROOMS 

• FOUR DOUBLE BEDROOMS (MASTER 
ENSUITE) 

• PRIVATELY ENCLOSED BY GATES 

• ENCLOSED COURTYARD GARDEN 

• DOUBLE GARAGE/PARKING 

• NO CHAIN 

• ER=E 


£434,950 



MARINE DRIVE BARRY 

MID LINKED TOWN HOUSE 
GR FLR:- W.C. SHOWER ROOM 
BEDROOM/SITTING ROOM 
1ST FLR:-LIVING/DINING ROOM 
FITTED KITCHEN 

2ND FLR:- FURTHER THREE BEDROOMS 
NO CHAIN - IN NEED OF MODERNISATION 
DRIVEWAY/PARKING 
ER=F 

£199,950 



LON FFERM FELIN BARRY 

MODERN DETACHED 
LIVING/DINING ROOM 
FITTED KITCHEN,UTILITY RM 
FOUR BEDROOMS (MASTER ENSUITE) 
DRIVEWAY/GARAGE 
ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 
VIEWING ESSENTIAL 
ER = D 

£269,950 



WHITE FARM BARRY 

PERSIMMON BUILT - 1 YEAR 
MODERN DETACHED 
LIVING ROOM 
KITCHEN/DINER 
W.C. CLOAKROOM 
THREE BEDROOMS 
MASTER EN-SUITE 
GARAGE/DRIVEWAY 
NO CHAIN 
ER=D 

£199,999 


-4 




GWENNOLY MOR BARRY 

• MODERN MID LINKED 

• LIVING ROOM 

• KITCHEN/BREAKFAST 

• CONSERVATORY 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• EN-SUITE TO MASTER 

• ENCLOSED GARDEN 

• GARAGE IN BLOCK 

• PARKING 

• ER - C 

£149,950 



PORT ROAD EAST BARRY 

• DETACHED BUNGALOW 

• TWO REC. ROOMS 
•THREE BEDROOMS 

• ATTIC/HOBBY AREA 

• FABULOUS VIEWS OVER THE VALE 
•VIEWING ESSENTIAL 

• DRIVEWAY 

• NO CHAIN 


• ER =D 


£319,950 



LAURA STREET BARRY 

• MID TERRACE TRADITIONAL 
•THREE BEDROOMS 

• LIVING/DINING ROOM 

• DOWNSTAIRS BATHROOM 

• UPVC DG & GCH VIA COMBI 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• NO FORWARD CHAIN 

• ER = D 


£114,950 



BELL STREET BARRY 

• MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL 

• COMPLETELY REFURBISHED 

• STUNNING PRESENTATION 
•THROUGH LIVING ROOM 

• EXTENDED KITCHEN/DINER 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• FAMILY BATHROOM TO 1ST FLR 

• NO CHAIN 

• ER=C 

£124,000 



GILBERT STREET BARRY 

• TRADITIONAL MID TERRACE 

• BOX BAY FRONT 

• LIVING ROOM & DINING ROOM 

• TWO BEDROOMS & COT ROOM 

• FAMILY BATHROOM 

• ENCLOSED GARDEN 

• LANE ACCESS 

• NO CHAIN 

• ER = E 

£89,950 



LITTLE MOORS HILL BARRY 

END OF LINK 
LIVING ROOM 
FITTED KITCHEN 
THREE BEDROOMS 
FAM. BATHROOM 
UPVC D GLAZING 
NO CHAIN 


• ER - D 


£104,950 



YEW TREE COURT BARRY 

• FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT 

• LIVING ROOM LEADING TO SUN AREA 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• FAM. BATHROOM 

• IN NEED OF SOME MODERNISATION 

• NO CHAIN 

• PARKING IK 


_^ BLOCK 

N SHARE OF FREEHOLD 
-RE -£50.00 P.MONTH 

£99,950 



ORELLANA BARRY 

MODERN APARTMENT 
1ST FLOOR 

TWO BEDROOMS (EN-SUITE) 
BALCONY WITH WATER VIEWS 
DESIGNATED PARKING 
OFFERED WITH NO CHAIN 
SOLD AS SEEN 


■ ER-C 


£110,000 



THE PASTURES BARRY 

• MODERN MID LINKED 

• LIVING ROOM 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• DRIVEWAY PROVIDING PARKING 

• OFFERED WITH NO CHAIN 

• ER - D 


£117,950 


We, 


e are a local team with over 22 years of experience in 
Sales, Lettings and Property Management. We are more 
than confident that Nina Estate Agents Ltd can deliver an 
honest approach to you. If you are SELLING or RENTING 
then our friendly and knowledgeable staff are on-hand to 
lend their expert advice whenever you need them. 

We are a team of 10 people which is important whether it is 
answering the telephone or always accompanying viewings. 
We are large enough to cope and small enough to care. 

Moving is a busy and exciting time and we are here to 
make sure that the experience runs as smoothly as possible 
by giving you all the help you need under one roof. 

The Company has always used computer and internet 
technology, but Nina Estate Agents biggest strength is the 
genuinely warm, friendly and professional approach that we 
offer to all our clients. 

We offer a top class personal service delivered by highly 
motivated and trained staff. Our success is the fact that a 
large proportion of our business is from referrals and 
satisfied clients who have recommended us to friends and 
family. 

For professional help and advice on all aspects of moving 
home, please contact us or pop into our friendly office. 
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....CALL A l='KOI=E©©IOMAL FI^ON/I OUI^ A-Z LIST! 


Advertisers please note: deadline for 
Classified Section is 5pm Monday 
(to appear in the following week's edition). 
Telephone 01446 774484. email: 
samantha.miller@tindlenews.co.uk 
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Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 01656 349 281 


www.orsevi8ionltd.co.uk 


Cardiff iltowroom 
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1*11^ 

• -rjl TTT 

solar 

Crwm tM HMd 

Urry: 01446 41810J 

•ryc»rvd 016S4 S4047S 
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VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07974 065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS -g* J 



BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PR OBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 




'Aena 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired." 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 01446 743267 
^_ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 


DP. 

BQILDim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


PLANS DRAWN 


• PLANNING PERMISSIONS 
. BUILDING CONTROL APPROVALS 
• EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS 

• LOFT CONVERSIONS, PORCHES 

• GARAGES, CONSERVATORIES 

• FREE QUOTES 


02920514300/07584163786 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


AlSTAISTTON 

•Ju' CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Bathrooms 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairlifts 

• All Electric Work 

01446 489368 

Bricklayer lookingforiij( 

20 years experience. 

No job too smaLL 
Garden watts, extensions, 
patios, conservatory base, 
att buitding work considered. 
Att work guaranteed. 

Call Jay Thomas 
Tel: 07896 335165 


BUILDING 

SERVICES 

Extensions, Renovations 
Bricli/Blockwork 
Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting 
Carpentry & Plastering 
Di^er/Driver Hire 

01446 750705 
07583 761681 


^BLirSD SALEI^e 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uK 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 





TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 


MIKE ANDERSON 

(BuiMers extraortiinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Wetrooms and all invalidity 
Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 

Email MAbuilders2015@outlook.com 



GUHER CLEANING 
FASCIA WASH & 
WINDOW CLEANER 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~Estl987~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 


City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


NIGEL 
BOARDMAN 

Tradesman, 
Painter & Decorator 

Advanced City & Guilds 
Est 1985 • Free Estimates 

07803 571757 

r^TEyE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 

Free 

Quote... 


Go to Tlmo dEJVI for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 



01446 795520 
07891 768151/ 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 35 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446404506 
Mobile; 07914 056255 


Inexpensive 

Painting 

Exterior & Interior 
Using Quality Paint 

Tel: 01656 741586 
07704 535802 



www.bariry-toclay.co.uk 
www.cowbridge-toclay.co.uk 
www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk 
www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


to advertise your business on these pages. 
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Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges ^ 

Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice ^ 

FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
Sam - 8pm (7 days) 
www.windowtec.repair 


■viittfoMf rec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Bridge Vale Dke Savm 

Specialists in 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 

COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 T1385? 
SITE CLEARANCE or 0T921 902T29 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 
puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Brid 


inuuwb ^ yv 


& Stains 

Broken Handes/Hinges '/fcw 

' Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 
' Replacement Door Panels 
' New Rubber Seals and insurance 

' Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


BOULTON 

ELECTRICALS 


WORK UNDERTAKEN 


NICEIC (Domestic Installer) 
Qualified. City & Guilds Qualified. 
Free Quotes. Competitive Rates. 

07814166719 


CA Jones Electrical Services 

• Specialising in all types of electrical heating. 

• Registered to Install Dimplex heaters. 

• Upgrade your old fuse board to a modern MOB 
board from £150. 

• Installing, test & maintaining electrical systems. 

• Keeping standards high & our prices low. 

07889338088 / 01656 864001 

Email: cajoneselectrical@gmail.com 


Dave Ref fell 

Electrical 
Services 


a I Installer 
' Scheme 

Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d. reffell@hotmail.co. uk 


33M31 


Washing Machines 
Eiectric Cookers, 
Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 704117 


Cowhridsfi & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

AU electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contrador 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domeslic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances nol removed. 
Appoinlmenl limes given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Csrtification 


07891 965150 
01446 700182 



^0u 

HOME & GARDEN 

8k sorvico 


SPRING SPECIAL OFFER 
25% Off all fencing! 


01446 796111 07979 361520 
1 / vaiehomeandgarOen 




15% off with this advert 


LUMBERJACKS SSSt 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES '^TC 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

Call Dion on 01446 728197 

We Serve Cowbridge, 
Bridgend, Barry & The Vale 


• Tree felling 

• Dangerous tree work 

• Dead wooding 

• Thinning out & stump ' 
removal (at reduced rate • 
if we have removed tree) ' 

• Hedges, Bushes & Shrubs ' 

• Log Splitter 

& Operator Hire 


Tree preservation 
orders checked 
for free 
Dismantling 
Pruning 
Pollarding 
Crown lifting 
Chipper 

& Operator Hire 


I WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE 1 

All garden work undertaken 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured. Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


SEASONDED HARD WOOD LOGS FOR SALE 


£80 per IxM^ Loose 


Transform your Gv'diA inj2016 

ExcellentJleferences & Portfolio 



Landscaping 
Hedges 
Decking & Fencing 
Patios 
Tree Felling 
Gravel Areas 
Grass Cutting 
Fully Insured 


01446 413945 pr 07971 888151 


16 _4j_3945 p i 


lenservices.co.uk 


Arborwood Tree Care 

•Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting 'Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting • 
Tree Dismantiing • Root Pruning • Ground Ciearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood For Sale 








Arbtech Tree Services Ltd 

Covering every aspect of tree work 
with £5 million PL Insurance. 

For a free and friendiy quote caii the iocai speciaiists on 

^ 01446 719075 / 07734 943570 


or visit www.arbtech-trees.co.uk 

* to find out more and watch us work. 


n 


GacageDoorProUems? 

Call your local experts for 
•Speedy economical repairs 

• Maintenance serving the local 

• New doors community for 25 years 

• Automation - 

Call free on 0800 046 3552 

wvvw.garagedoors-direct.co.uk 


Llewellyn Garden Services 


Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 
Fencing, Garden Clearance, 
Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 


■m 

mgs I 


NEED A TREE SURGEON? 

All tree woitc uncJeitaken 

Fullg insured — 

wwwArbCgmru 

TE:«1U6l4«n7 MOB: 07113189615 


Clt)^ 

CuWf 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Advertisers please 
note: deadline for 
Classified Section is 
5pm Monday 
(to appear in the 
following week's 
edition). Telephone 
01446 774484. 
email: 

samantha.miller@> 

tindlenews.co.uk 


Andrew Allen Gas & 
.Plumbing Limited 

A family run business 
for your famiiy needs! 

W INSTALLATION, SERVICING 
& BREAKDOWNS ON ALL GAS APPLIANCES. 
ALL FIRES & FIRE SURROUNDS INSTALLED 
GAS BOILER SERVICE £50 (with certificate) 


10 Year Warranty Find US today on Facebook. 

on New Boilers TEL: 07891 348113 M 

*Subject to 
conditions 


and 07740 518131 



Combination Boiier & LPG Specialist 


I Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 / 07814 394378 




ONE MAN WENT TO MOW 


■siRiniiiniaiit 


THE 

FENCING 

DOCTOR 


All types of 
fencing xmdertaken. 
New fencing & repairs 
carried out. 
Supply & fix available. 
New gates supplied 
& fixed. 

Free quotation. 
Call Graham 


07969 039358 





Lawnmowers need 
regular servicing, so 
come to the experts, 
Cardiff Lawn and 
Garden at Ely Bridge, 
Cardiff. We offer 
advice, sales and 
service on lawnmowers 
and garden equipment, 
plus we’ll collect and 
return your serviced 
lawnmower! 


T&O Landscape 
Gardening & 
General Building 

Lawns Cut • Hedges Cut 

• General Tidy-Up 

• Rubbish Removal 

• No Job Too Small 

01446 407246 
07890332358 


Tel: 02920 569311 www.cardifflawnandgarden.co.uk 


GototheXhe OEM 
for the latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 




K&A Handyman 


“Afamily run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task too big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


D.A. Ross 

A-Z Property 
Maintenance 

Building & 
Handyman Services 

01446 408600 
07832 208769 


Lawti & biUrden 
Machinery Sales, 
Service & Repairs. 

MOWERS & RIDE 
ON MOWERS. 
CHAINSAWS 
STRIMMERS 
HEDGECUTTERS 



SERVICE & REPAIR 
Collection available. 


Unit 54, Vale Business 
Park, Llandow CF71 9PF. 

t: 01446 771999. 
www.randt.co.uk 
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....CALL A PROFESSIONAL FROM OUR A-Z LIST! 


Advertisers please note: deadline for 
Classified Section is 5pm Monday 
(to appear in the following week's edition). 
Telephone 01446 774484. email: 
samantha.miller@tindlenews.co.uk 


GUY FORD 

Qmlity Plastering 
Service 

Specialising in 
Coverage of 
Artex Ceilings 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 




• Man & Van 

• House & Garden Removals 

• Licensed Waste Carriers 


07885 

892923 




JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing'Tiling 
Plastering 'Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


^PYRAMID 


^REMOVALS 


Near or for, 
small or large 

01446 734485 
07564 162958 


IK' 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

T 

^ 0U44*t|f71 


The GEM 
01446 
774484 


ALL REPAIR WORK ^ 
UNDERTAKEN: 

' LEAD WORK, 

' CHIMNEY STACKS, 

' ALL FASCIA BOARDS 
& GUTTERING, 


07972 736806 
01446 741574 


' VELUX UPVC WINDOWS. 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent, wiring© hotmail.co.uk 


Driving School Ltd 

• Learn to drive at 14yrs old 
• Intensive 1 week courses 
• Manual & Auto • Male/Female Tutors 

0800 0280 406 

w w w.catseyesdri vingschool .co .uk 


Do you want to learn to drive? 

And be independant? 

• First hour free • Block booking discount ^ 

• Pass plus registered • Dual control car 

• Purchase lessons online Kevin Miles 

• Reliable,friendly & patient instructor D°ving*Kucto 


Mob: 07908 159 810 Home: 01446 792158 a 
E: kevindavidmiles@outlook.com www.topgeardrivingschooll21.com 


OK Environmental Services Ltd 

Local family-run business for all your 
liquid waste needs. Cesspits/Septic Tanks, 
Liquid Waste Specialists. 

Contact William Oakes on 01656 862414 
07779 255639/07870 388432 


ATLANTIC 

saFsniRiuiE 


Self Storage Containers & 

Lock-Ups sited in Barry 
Manned 7 days a week 
giving you 7 days access 

www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813134123 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


— PREMIER 

ROOFING 

Mr WALES LTD 

ALL REPAIR WORK^^S*"! * [ILE 
UNDERTAKEN: artGiMLisia 

• LEAD WORK, ® 


Jasons 

SELF STORAGE 


SECURE & 
FLEXIBLE STORAGE 
from only £5 p.w. 



FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL 0800 141 3689 

E: info@masonsselfstorage.co.uk 
www.masonsselfstorage.co.uk 

Masons Self Storage, The Storage Centre, Priority 
Enterprise Park, Cardiff Rd, Barry, CF63 2BG. 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instaUatbn 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Tiling by Tanya 

^ All aspects of wall & floor tiling 
^ Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 
4^ Friendly, professional service 
4^ No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


FIREWOOD 

i Ki.; Dftfid 

Call 01446 771567 
for bulk wintRr daaK 


WANTED 

WANTED 

Camper Van/Caravan 

Any age, any condition, including an 
unfinished project with/without MOT. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331 

Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 



Immediate payment of up to £10,000 

MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, 

Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 

Free of Charge: 

£10,000 • Light demolition 
ed vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Lead, -All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

able • Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Cars, Vans, Lorries & 
Quads. In any condition 
running or not. With or 
without MQT, insurance 
loss or third party. 

£50-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am -10.30pm 


Call Frazer’s 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


CALL US TODAY 
01446 421034 • 


www.sbssalvage.com 

07772 054534 • 


Monday to Sunday 

07410 54952 


IMBmi 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


SINGING TUTOR 

Experienced Opera singer 
^ & teacher offering tuition 

• in vocal technique & coaching 
All levels & ages welcome ^ 

Tel: 07868 840255 •v 


BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 

collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 



^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 , 

(evenings) wanted ^ 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 




HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

local, reliable, 
friendly, 

accommodating 

Call; 

07972510158 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 
07885 251742 


Ibpstak 


Go to The GEM for the latest stories 
and breaking news... 

www.banry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.poirthcawl-today.co.uk 




H Newmatliet 


I Holidays 



Durham, Edinburgh 
& Classic 
Rail Journeys 

Outstanding railway scenery! 

4 days from £279.00,22 July 2016 

This four-day holiday includes two 

wonderful rail journeys, as well as time to 

explore the cities of Durham and Edinburgh. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A single scenic rail journey from Durham 
to Berwick 

• A single journey on the Borders Railway 
from Tweedbank to Edinburgh 

• Visits to Durham, York and Edinburgh 

• Three nights’ dinner, bed and English 
breakfast accommodation at the three- 
star Holiday Inn in Washington (or similar) 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


call 0330 160 7817 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/glgl9420 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket 
Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply. Standard phone charges. IPABTA 
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Remembrance 
Service 

for 

ROBIN SLOAN 

Who passed away on 
March 10 in Spain. 

Service to be held at 3pm on 
Monday, April 25 at St Illtud’s 
Church, Llantwit Major. 
Donations in lieu of flowers to be 
made to Cancer Research. 


I®* TINSLEY 

Michael 

Peacefully on April 11th at University Hospital of 
Wales, Cardiff - Mike, formerly of Barry and 
well known of Talbot Green. Husband and friend 
to Sian, much loved dad of Rhys. Loving brother 
to Steve and brother-in-law to Lorna. 

He will be sadly missed by all his family and many 
friends. 

Mike is resting at The Vale Funeral Service, 181 Court 
Road, Barry until his service and committal at 
Coychurch Crematorium on Tuesday, May 3 at 10am. 
No flowers by request - donations may be made at 
his service or via Mike’s online tribute page at 
www.valefuneralservice.co.uk, where your personal 
messages and tributes are also welcome. 

All donations to Velindre Cancer Centre or SHINE 
(Spina bifida • Hydrocephalus • Information 
• Networking • Equality) in memory of Mike. 
Eurther enquiries to Lyndsay Ellis 01446 407962. 



EVANS 

Craig Michael (Evs) 

On Saturday, April 9 2016, Craig suddenly but 
peacefully passed away, aged 41 years - he had 
come home and was lovingly surrounded by his 
three girls. 

Craig, from Porthcawl, was the much loved husband 
and soulmate of Jemma, devoted father of Lauren 
and Natasha, beloved son of Roger and June, little 
brother of Ross and best friend of Eloyd. 

He will be sadly missed by all his family and countless 
friends and leaves a huge gap in their lives. 
Euneral Service and cremation at Margam 
Crematorium on Tuesday, April 26 at 1.30pm. 
Eamily flowers only but charitable donations in 
Craig’s memory may be made to Cancer Research 
Wales c/o Gareth and Rhodri Howell of E Esaias & 
Son Euneral Directors, 39 Bridge Street, Kenfig 
Hill, Bridgend, CE33 6DB. 

Surf the seamless skies forever. 

CARTHY 

Gladys May 

Peacefully on 10 April at Llandough Hospital, 
Gladys May, aged 93 years of Barry. Beloved wife 
of the late George. Dearly loved mother of 
Stephen, Susan, Jane, Rachel and the late Derek. 
Loved mother-in-law, cherished grandmother, 
great grandmother and sister. 

Gladys will he sadly missed by all of her family and friends. 

Resting at A. G. Adams & Son Euneral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, where flowers may be sent until 
the funeral on Monday, 25 April. Service in the chapel 
at 11am afterwards cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry 12 noon. 





I** RICHARDS 

Ann 

Peacefully on April 11 at College Fields Nursing 
Home surrounded by her loving family, Ann, 
aged 99 years, beloved wife of the late Glyn. 

Much loved mother of Keith, Jean and the late 
Michael. Special mother-in-law to Jan, Gwyn and 
Jenny. Cherished nan to all her grandchildren, 
great grandchildren and great great grandchild. 

A special mum who will be missed by all her 
family and many friends. 

Resting at The Vale Euneral Service, 181 Court 
Road, Barry until a celebration of her life at St 
Davids Methodist Church, Barry, on Thursday, 
April 28 at 1.45pm, followed by interment at 
Barry Cemetery. Elowers may be sent to the 
funeral home. 

Eor further enquiries please contact Lyndsay Ellis 
on 01446 407962. 


HATHERALL 

Herbert Charles 

It is with great sadness that Ann and family 
announce the death of Herbert. Passed away on 
April 16 at the Princess of Wales Hospital. 

Euneral details to follow. 

Enquiries to Thomas Brothers on 01446 775681. 


I®* BROWN ^ 

Sophie 

Peacefully on 16 April at Holme Towers Hospice, 
Penarth, Sophie, aged 76 years of Barry. Beloved 
wife of the late Terry, much loved mum to Steve 
and Jacqui, mother-in-law to Clare and Steve and 
a devoted grandmother and great-grandmother to 
Ross, Jonathan, Sophie and Lisa. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son, Gladstone Road, 
Barry until the service at the Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry, (where all are welcome) on 
Eriday, April 29 at 11am. 

Elowers may be sent to the funeral home. 


P* BOWEN *1 

Irene Grace 

Grace passed away peacefiiUy on April 6 at College 
Fields Nursing Home, Barry, aged 89 years. Dear 
wife of the late Sidney, loving mum to Roslyn, Lynda 
and Kevin. A much loved Nanna and Great Nanna. 
She will be sadly missed by all who knew and loved her. 
Grace is in the care of Lyndsay Ellis at The Vale Euneral 
Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until her service and 
committal at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry 
on Wednesday, April 27 at 12 noon. 

Eamily flowers only. Donations, if desired, may be 
made at her service in aid of Ty Hafan Children’s 
Hospice in memory of Grace. 

f* EVANS 

Craig Michael (Evs) 

Our very dear son-in-law Craig, taken far too 
young, far too soon. Love David and Rachel. 

Much loved friend and brother-in-law of 
Nathan and Rebecca, Dan and Sarah, Zoe and 
Dylan, and all the family xxx 
Rest in peace smiling surfer. 








DESMOND KEMP 

Frances, Paul and Deryn sincerely thank 
family, friends and neighbours for their 
many cards, flowers and messages of 
condolence and for all those who attended 
Des' funeral. Special thanks to Steve Parry 
and Park Funeral Directors. 


WILLIAMS 

Evan David 

Barbara, Peter and family would like to give thanks 
to Mr. David Brunning who gave a wonderful service 
for Dad, also the funeral directors at Fonmon. To all 
that sent messages of condolences and flowers. 
Also, a big thank you to two wonderftil neighbours 
who put on a lovely spread to come back to. 


DR JASON 
PYCROFT 

April 26,1972 - June 17,2009 

Remembering happy times Jas, 
especially on your 44th birthday. 
A very special son never forgotten. 
‘Til we meet again, Mum and Dad. 


BERKELEY 

Mary 

24.435 - 204.11 

^^Forever in our thoughts’’ 

Your loving husband Colin and family 


WILLIAMS 

Edgar John 

Peacefully at the University Hospital of Wales, 
Cardiff on April 11, John of Clifton Street, Barry. 
Will be dearly missed by his daughters Jane and 
Annie, and grandchildren Emma and James. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry until his requiem 
mass at St Helen’s RC Church, Barry on Friday, 
April 22 at 11am, followed by interment at Barry 
Cemetery at 12.15pm. No flowers by request but 
donations in lieu of flowers to the Dogs Trust. 
Please wear colourful attire, no sombre wear please. 


I®* PUGH 

Richard John 

Peacefully on April 9th at Marie Curie Hospice, 
Penarth - Richard, formerly of Craig Penllyn, 
Cowbridge and Newington Green. Cherished son 
of Carmen and the late John, loving brother of 
Elizabeth, Hannah, Michael and their families, 
also a much loved Uncle. 

He will be sadly missed by all who knew and 
loved him. 

Richard is resting at The Vale Funeral Service, 181 
Court Road, Barry until his service at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry on Wednesday 27th 
April at 2pm. Family flowers only. Donations if 
desired to support Marie Curie Care may be made at 
the service or via Richard’s online tribute page at 
www.valefuneralservice.co.uk where your personal 
messages and memories may also be made. 
Further enquiries to Lyndsay Ellis 01446 407 962. 




r EVANS 

Ivor 

Peacefully on April 13 at Llandough Hospital - 
Ivor Lewis of Hi g hli g ht Park, Barry, previously of 
The Downs, St Nicholas. 

Beloved husband of the late Maureen. Devoted father 
of Eddie, Louise, John, Alan, Ticia and father-in-law 
of Isobel, Gareth, Sue and Wendy. Cherished 
grandfather, great grandfather and brother. 

Ivor will be always in our hearts and will be missed 
by all of his family and friends. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, where flowers may be sent 
or, if desired, donations may be handed to the funeral 
director after the funeral for Cancer Research. 
Funeral service at St Nicholas Church, St Nicholas, 
on Wednesday, April 27 at 2.45pm, followed by 
cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Port Road East, Barry at 4pm. 

white 

John 

Peacefully on April 18 at College Fields Nursing 
Home, John, aged 70 years. 

A well liked resident who will be dearly missed. 
John is resting at The Vale Funeral Service 181 
Court Road, Barry until his service and committal at 
Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road, 
Barry on Friday, April 29 at 10am. 

Flowers may be sent to the funeral home. 






BREWER 

Roger Martin 

Peacefully on April 10 at Princess of Wales 
Hospital. Roger, beloved husband of Susan, loving 
father to Ian and Neil, father-in-law to Maria and 
Dany. Adored grandad of Hannah, Katie, Abbie, 
Cameron and Kyle. 

Roger’s funeral will take place at Holy Cross Church, 
Cowbridge at 2pm on Friday, April 29, followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 3.15pm. 
Family flowers only. Donations in support of Ty Hafan 
Children’s Hospice, Ty Hafan, Hayes Road, 
SuUy,CF64 5XX. 




Happy 11th Birthday 

20th April 

Lots of love ^ 
Mummy, Gareth, 
Jessica, Moby and 
Arya, Nanny and 
^ Granshi, your 
"^Aunties, Uncles and 
all of your cousins. 



I^RATTENBURY"! 

Ralph William 

Peacefully after a short illness, Ralph sadly 
passed away on April 9 at Llandough Hospital. 

He was well known of Barry Island and for his 
keen interest in bowls. A beloved partner to the 
late Val Jordan. 

He will be dearly missed by all his family and friends. 
Ralph is in the care of Lyndsay Ellis @ The Vale 
Funeral Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until his 
service and committal at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium on Thursday, April 28 at 11am. 
Family floral tributes only please. 

% 30 ! 

Happy 30th Birthday 

KevinHiscock 

Sunday 24th April 

Love & Best Wishes from 
your family & friends 
xxx 



1^ DODD T 

Chris 

Peacefully at the University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff 
on April 10, Chris of Brenig Close, Barry. 

Dearly beloved husband of Val, much loved dad of 

Nick and father-in-law of Gaynor. Loving father of 
Mike and his partner Sharon, adored bamps of George 
and James, a loving brother to all his family. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until his funeral service in the 
chapel on Tuesday, April 26 at 11am, followed by 
cremation at the Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry at 12 noon. No flowers by request but donations in 
lieu may be made to the British Red Cross. 

Go to The GEM for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.barry-today.cauk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llaiitwit-major-todayxauk 

www.bridgend-today.cauk 

www.porthcawl-todayxauk 


Mitchell 

Frank 


Special 
memories of 
Frank. 

Love and miss 
you always, 
Shirley & family 

XX 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR SITUATIONS VACANT, FAMILY NOTICES, BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES etc. 

Call Sue on 01446 774484 • email: gemsales@tindlenews.cauk 



Toyota Rav 4 VVTi 
2.0 2002 

Petrol, red, 87,400 miles, MOT 
March 2017, electric sunroof, 
twin towbar, new battery. 
Economical, VGC, bargain at. 

£1,550 

Tel: 01446 751155,, 


2001 PEUGEOT 
206 

Black convertible 
sports wheels etc 

£650 

07504 552855 


FORD Ka Zetec 
Climate 

57 reg, ocean blue 
metallic, cloth trim, MoT 

£850 ono 
01656 881057 
07707 473104 ^ 
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(^^neral ^^krectors 


PROFESSIONAL & CARING 


* Totally independent funeral directors 

* 24 hour attention, arrangements for 
weekends & evenings 

* Private Resting Rooms 

* Loved one remains in our care in Barry 

* Male and female professional staff 

* Mercedes cortege fleet 
gfun 

Call us on 

01446421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7, Tynewydd Rd, Barry, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 8HB 


•Award-winning funeral planners 





-- 

Court Road, LYNDSAY ELLIS & 

CF^EX 


A Professional & Personal Service 

TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS 


Family owned & run by husband & wife 

Lyndsay & Nicola 

- Prestige Jaguar Cortege Vehicles - 

Fully qualified & experienced members of staff 



www.valefuneralservice.co.uk 


Green Willow Funerals 

Family Centred Funeral Services. All profits donated to charity 

For caring, sensitive, bespoke funeral 
arrangements at a time of need. 


Contact Huw Parkman based at 

21a Station Road, 

Dinas Powys, CF64 4DE 

02920 514627 

We welcome no-obligation enquiries and also 
cater for 'pre-need'funeral plans which help: 

• Limit costs • Record your wishes 
»Relieve your pressure on family & loved ones 


www.9feenw1llowfuneral3.com / 


W. A Brown Son 




• Ptani 






TO ADVERTISE YOUR SITUATIONS 
VACANT, FAMILY NOTICES, 
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, ETC 
Call Sue on 01446 774484 
• email: gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 



TEA MAKER 

required by 
Cowbridge 
Cricket Club. 

Saturdays, late April to 
the end of August. 
Apply: 

jrb@rsbird.com 

07976 793629 


, FFION LILYci. 
EVANS ^ 

^ Born on 6th April 2016 

At UHW to Matthew and Lois (nee Burman), 
a precious daughter, Ffbn Lily. 

A most welcome sister for lestyn, a gorgeous 
grand-daughter for Ken, Margaret, Russell and Viv. 
A very special cousin for Ethan, Ixah and Robyn. 
Grateful thanks to the medical staff at UHW 
and West Quay Surgery, Barry 



Acorn Slimline Stairlift, 
VGC, Swivel Seat, 
Remote Controls. 
Price includes fitting 
by Brooks Acorn 
trained engineer. 

£750 

01446 711739 


FOR SALE 

4 modern dark brown 
dining chairs, real 
leather seats and back, 
hardly used. Cost 
£320. Sell for £120ono. 
Downsizing. 

01446 409725 

Barry. 

Buyer to collect „ 


BEEKEEPING 
EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE 

Hives, Comb, 
Extractor, Jars. 

Tel: 01656 860597 

(answer phone availablejig 


LICENSING ACT 2003 SECTION 34 
Notice of Application to Vary a Premises License 
NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT an application has been 
made to Bridgend County Borough Council (the 
Licensing Authority) for a 
VARIATION TO THE PREMISES LICENCE 
In respect of the premises shown below. 

Details of the application may be inspected 
between the hours of: Monday to Thursday 0830 
to 1700 hours and Friday 0830 to 1630 hours at 
Civic Offices, Angel Street, Bridgend, CF31 4WB 
or by visiting the authority’s website: 
www.bridgend.gov.uk. 

Any responsible authority or any other person may 
make representations in respect of the application, 
which must be submitted, in writing, to the 
following address before the date shown below:- 
Licensing Section, Bridgend County Borough 
Council, Civic Offices, Angel Street, Bridgend, 
CF31 4WB 

NAME OF APPLICANT: R.E.D Hopkins 
NAME AND POSTAL ADDRESS OF THE 
PREMISES: Sax Nightclub & Bar, 

Derwen Road, Bridgend, CF31 1LH. 

DETAILS OFTHE PROPOSED VARIATION: (1) 
Remove restriction of no entry/re-entry after 2.30. 
Change hours of sale of alcohol from 11-4.30 
Mon-Sun. Change hours of opening from 11.00- 
5.00 Mon-Sun. Remove condition for tables in 
smoking area. 

DATE BY WHICH REPRESENTATIONS MUST 
BE MADE: 14th May 2016 
This notice remains in force from and including the 
day after the giving of this notice to the licensing 
authority, namely 16th April 2016, for 28 
consecutive days. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. 
The maximum fine on summary conviction is 
£5,000. 

1) This must include details of changes to the 
activities, type of entertainment and appropriate 
days and times. 


Set Of 13 Golf 
Clubs with bag, 
good condition, 
suit beginner. 
Right-handed. 
£20 

01446 775810 


Full Set of Ping Eye 
2 Golf Irons. Ping 
Driver. 4 Wood. 
Putter. Bag & Rain 
Cover. VGC. 
£80 

01446 700338, 



MavisjLustin 

would like to thank the wonderful 
medics that attended Fred during 
his sudden illness, the doctors and 
nurses at A&E at POW, Bridgend 
and Lorraine and Vernon, Jan and 
Steve and all our grandchildren. 
Fred is now progressing at home. 
God bless you all. 

Love Mavis & family. 

aOOOMOOO 


THANK YOU 



Vegas was found safe 
and well in Rhoose. 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped search for him. 
We’re so happy to have him 
home after a week of being 
missing. 

Adrian and Jackie 
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MOTICE OF PU81IC 
PATH ORDER 
TCMMR AMD COUNTRY 
PLANNING ACT 1900. 
SECTION 2S7 AND PARAGRAPH 1 
Of SCHCDUUE14 
THE VALE OF OLAMOROAN COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATHS NOS. 21 AND 22 
WENVOEI 
PUBLIC PATH DtVER8N)N 
ORDER 2S1S 

ThiMaOilaMaMal>ai»Nv«Mia Ttaatel 
o« •aOda «d M to «a>rt la MM 
tm NdM iffCN 313235 1 r22Bf>lD Cto* Uada 

ftoCA 9121»1T251 S< wri a oada ai danaM 
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ofVaHaii CciCiiiiotiraO«M«in()MaDm*/ta 
thav •! fa riM or C4.M. 
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Guitar Amp Laney 
TF300 Tube Fusion. 
3 channel with 2 
overdrive channels, 
box reverb. £80 
01446 775810 


Man’s Crombie 
Overcoat, Wool. 
48” chest, 44” long 
Dark green/black 
houndstooth, lined. 

Nice condition. 
£30.01446 775810 


Nearly new Benson 
double bed. Drawers, 
headboard, posture 
mattress cover. 
Bargain £150 
Chest of drawers, 
Walnut, 3 drawers. 
Length 3ft 5” depth 2ft 
7.5” height 2ft 3.5” £70 
Display Cabinet, 
dolls or other, glass 
with dark frame. Height 
5ft 9.5” width 2ft 1.25” 
depth 1ft 1.5” £100 
Computer Desk, 
large, beech, 6 drawers, 
length 5ft 3” depth 2ft 
7.5” height 2ft 3.5” £50 
01446 415000 


Collection of Silver & 
Silver plate. Large 
beaded tray. Large & 
small goblets. Sugar 
bowl & spoon. Salt, 
pepper & mustard with 
spoon & other items. 
Some items are old. 
Excellent condition. 
Tel 07748775657 ^ 


FOR SALE 

New world chrome 4 ring gas 
gas hob. 58cm x 51cm used. 

Excellent condition £45 
Paint mate pro paint roller, rest 
tray, small pad, corner pad, 
measuring jug. Extension pole. 

New in box. £12 
Clarke 12 piece clamp set. 

Good condition. £25 
Axle stand safe working 
load 1000kg, new £14 
Power devil electric planer 
600w. New in box £15 
Powerfix precision mitre 
saw. New in box £25 
Work sonicrafter, multi 
function tool in box. Good 
condition £35 
Tel: 07748775657 


TO LET 

2 bed semi-detached with 
drive and conservatory, in 
very quiet location in 

Rhoose 

Refurbished to very high standard 

£700 per month 
07403 310516 

TO LET 

1 Bed Flat 

£525 per month 

Council tax £100 per month 
Waterfront, Barry 
Fabulous location 

07853056243 

fi!!MsKt£G83§ 


MARJORIE JOYCE KNOWLES 
(otherwise Mrs Marjorie Joyce 
Porter, Mrs Joyce Marjorie Knowles) 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of 19 Celtic Way CF62 3FT, 
who died on 24/08/2015, are required 
to send written particulars thereof to the 
undersigned on or before 22/06/2016, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

Chorus Law as Attorney for 
the Personal Representative, 

Heron House, Timothy's Bridge Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9BX. 
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Swimming Club’s 90 th birthday and gala 


BACK in the early 
1900s, the Barry 
Amateur Swimming 
and Lifesaving 
Association was 
formed. 

Mr W Douglas 
presided at the 
Association’s annual 
general meeting held on 
June 6,1926, in the Barry 
Hotel, Broad Street. 

The history of the 
BASC (which was 
formed on April 7, 1926) 
could not have been 
written without the 
opening of the Cold 
Knap swimming pool. 
Their first gala was held 
on September 11 of that 
year, with one of the 
main events a water polo 
match. 

The following year, 
the first club 
headquarters was built; a 
wooden construction 
which cost just £102. 

In 1927, a long 
distance open event was 
organised, which 

consisted of a mile swim 
for men and 880 yards 
for women. Today, we 
still have a long distance 
event of 800 metres. 

The first gala was held 
in June 1927 and 
attracted over 2,000 
spectators. This attracted 
long distance Channel 
swimmers Harry Temme 
and Kathleen Thomas, 
the Welsh diving 
champion, Leigh 

McEwen and 

competitors for the water 
polo team to represent 
Britain in the Olympic 
games. 

In February 1932 at 
the club’s AGM, they 
found at last that the club 
was free of debt and the 
cost of the club house 
had been met in full. 

Clubs from Oxford, 
Bristol and other parts of 
the country regularly 
took part in the galas at 
the Knap swimming pool 
and BASC also travelled 
to venues around the 
country. 

Over the years, the 
club has produced many 
excellent swimmers and 
has entered many 
competitions including 
the Taff Swim, the Neath 
River Swim; the Thames 
Swim and the Ilfracombe 
Sea Swims. 

It has also taken part 
in lifesaving courses 
organised by the Royal 
Lifesaving Society. 

By 1971, the club had 


to limit its membership 
as it had grown to over 
270 swimming at Cold 
Knap, with as many as 65 
attending training at the 
RAF St Athan on Friday 
nights during the winter 
months. 

In 1982, the club 
moved to the newly- 
opened Barry Leisure 
Centre, which offered 
all-the-year-round 
facilities to the club. 

In 1986, the club took 
a turn in fortunes when 
they had to use Penarth 
Pool for training and 
with the extra cost, its 
membership dropped and 
the club almost closed. 

But it did survive and 
today it still produces 
excellent swimmers. 
The success of any club 
is not in the amount of 
silverware it 

accumulates, but in the 
atmosphere it creates in 
organising social and 
other events and in its 
coaching. BASC has 
been fortunate in both 
spheres with the 
appointments of its 
coaches and an active 
social calendar. 

The club celebrated 90 
years on April 7. 

It will be holding a 
90th anniversary gala 
which takes place at 
Barry Leisure Centre on 
Sunday, April 24 at 2pm. 
There will be three clubs 
joining Barry - 
Llantrisant (RCT 

Swimmers), Rhondda 
and Celtic Dolphins. 

A cup will be 
presented to the winning 
team and the guest of 
honour will be Jane Hutt. 
Visitors and ex-members 
are welcome to come 
along and join in. 


Elliot moves up 
squash rankings 

ELLIOT 
MORRIS is 
Welsh Junior 
Closed and Open 
Champion under- 
19, and recently 
led the Welsh 
under-19 team to 
a semi-final place 
and a final 
position of fourth 
in the under-19 
European team 
championships. 

He is consistently in 
the quarter finals and 
above of the European super series events. 

He came fifth in the German Junior Open and 
seventh in the French Junior Open, and also played 
for the Welsh under-20 mixed team that came second 
in the Home Nations test matches. 


Colwinston’s pupils 
show sporting promise 


Joseph (left) and Aaron 
(right) with their 1-1 
coach, former 
Glamorgan and 
England Darren 
Thomas. 


RIGHT: 

Ben Moore with his 
medal. 


Champi 
held this 
r 


Rhoose success 
at GB Stillwaters 
Championships 

ON Saturday, championships for the 

March 26, the teams Open and Masters team 
from Rhoose with the Nipper and 

Lifeguards Jnniors competing in a 

competed at the weeks'time. 
SLSGB Stillwaters , ^ 

, . Starting to prepare for 
O n S n 1 p S and summer 

year at training and we’ll be 
C a T d i f f reporting on the first club 
International Pool, events once they get 
A busy weekend was underway, 
had in the capital with the Open team 

World Half Marathon ^ut of the 

Championships also jg competing and 

toking place the same 

With Dorn and Karen ‘he 14 teams, a good 
representing the masters result all round given a 
team and Simon, Ellie, relatively small team 
Alex, Kelsea, Kirby, attended. 

Kathryn and Rhys Individual medals 
competing for the Open winners :Karen 
age group, many of the O’Donoghue-Harris - 
competitors once again silver manikin carry, gold 
acMeved^ personal bests manikin carry with fins, 
gold manikin tow with 


in the various races. 

Special 
congratulations go to 
Dom and Karen for 


fins; Dom Lee - bronze 
obstacle race, silver 
winning gold ‘BritiSh manikin carry, gold 
Champion’ medals in manikin carry with fins. 


their races. 


gold rescue medley, 


This marks the end of silver manikin tow with 
the pool and indoor fins. 


THREE year-6 
pupils from St 
David’s Church in 
Wales Primary 
School, 

Colwinston, have 
had representative 
honours at their 
chosen sport. 

Aaron and Joseph 
Davies are rising stars 
in the world of Welsh 
cricket. They divide 
their time between 
club cricket at 
Bridgend Town, 
County Cricket with 
Cardiff and the Vale 
under- 11s and the 
Wales National 
Development Squad. 

There are certainly 
benefits to being 
identical twins when 
playing on the same 
team though - Joseph 
bats right but bowls 
left arm, and his 
brother Aaron bats left 
but bowls right arm. 

This definitely has 
the effect of confusing 
everyone, especially 
the opposition! 

The school is 
delighted to 
congratulate them on 
being selected for final 
20 players for the 
Wales under-11 team 
and wish them all the 
best in their final trials 
in May. 

Ben Moore has had 
a huge year in the 
sport of judo. Ben 
started judo two years 
ago after he decided to 
go along to a class to 
improve his rugby! 

He fell in love with 
the sport immediately. 
Over the past year he 
has won several A 
band events and won 


his regional schools 
trials in his age and 
weight category in 
Wales. 

While many enjoy a 
restful Easter break, 
Ben was extremely 
busy. 

He travelled to 
Scotland to compete in 
the International 
Sportive event. This 
was a huge event with 
countries from as far 
away as Canada. Ben 
performed fantastically 
well and did Wales and 
St David’s proud, 
coming second in his 
weight/age category. 

One weekend later, 
he was off to Sheffield 
for the British Schools 
Championship, 
representing St 
David’s, Colwinston. 
There were 28 
different schools in his 
group and he had ten 
fights - a mixture of 
year-7 and year-6 and 
amazingly he came 
away with another 
medal; a bronze. 

His training efforts 
and determination have 
seen him surpassing all 
our expectations week 
in week out. 

We would like to 
congratulate all three 
of our national stars 
and hope to hear of 
their continued success 
when they move on to 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive at the 
end of this school year. 

L Croke-West 


Island cafe 
and Barry 
Athletic’s 
cricket youth 
section link up 


The Cadwaladers training jackets. 
WHAT started out come from this recently 
as a Facebook reformed youth section, 
message has We wish the whole team 


finished with a 
fantastic 
sponsorship deal for 
Barry Athletic 

Cricket Youth 
Section. 

In January this year, 


great success in their 
upcoming games. 

“With the new season 
fast approaching, the 
children will look 
professional in their 
jackets as the under-9 
and under-11 teams take 
Mark Ellis, the youth their place in the new 
section coordinator, sent Cardiff and Vale Junior 
a message to League. 

Cadwaladers in the hope “This is the start of a 
of securing a really good relationship 
sponsorship deal.^ with Cadwaladers. We 

With the cafe being really hope youth section 
positioned 40 yards from members, players, 
parents, grandparents 


the ground, 
Cadwaladers 


would 
be 


been really 
with the 


and visitors to the 

interested in wortang m 

partnership with the ^0 per cent VIP 
cricket club ! , ^ 

Cadwaladers quickly 
responded and a meeting . , 

was set up with the 
operations manager, Paul foresight of Cadwaladers 
Morton. ^ following up my 

Mark suggested request for assistance 
training jackets for the fo® hope is that both 
children, a VIP discount parties will benefit from 
card and an ice cream the sponsorship deal.” 
cart situated at the For those interested in 
ground during training visiting Cadwaladers, 

and matches, which in the cafe on the Island is 
return would generate located at 11 Paget Road, 
business and custom for Barry Island. 
Cadwaladers. Training for Barry 

Paul was keen to put Athletic Cricket Youth 
this to the directors. It Section starts outside at 
was agreed by ground on Barry 
Cadwaladers, who island on Tuesday, April 
matched the enthusiasm, 19 5 _ 730 pm. 

commitment and ideas ^ew players (boys 

and put forward an offer welcome 

to support the club. _ 

Two Saturdays ago .. _ ° , 

the first part of the deal 1 

was secured, the children ^evel 1 

receiving their training ^ , 

jackets and parents and , under-9 and 

associates receiving 20 under-11 league matches 
per cent off VIP discount 
cards. onwards. 

Paul Morton For more information 

commented: on both the youth section 
“Cadwaladers are proud ond adult section of the 
to be associated with club, contact me on 
such a good cause and 07826 020707. 
expect great things to MARK ELLIS 


Panthers are up for the cup! 


CONGRATULATIONS 
to Porthkerry Panthers 
under-12 team, who 
won the cup final 2-0 
against Cowbridge 
Town Reds in a game 
held at Jenner Park on 
Friday, April 15. 

Victory was secured with 
goals from Ollie Bradley and 
Adem Tor! Special thanks to 
their coach Andy Bradley. 

JH 
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Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Football 
League 
round-up 


VALE UNITED 
won the Supporters 
Cup with an 
emphatic 4-0 win 
over Barry 
Belgrade at Jenner 
Park. 

The Division One 
league cup victory was 
made all the sweeter 
for the Ewenny-hased 
cluh, after being on 
the wrong end of two 
cup hnals last season. 

Skipper Richard 
Evans hagged a 
double while Thomas 
Hopkins and Mike 
Rowsel also scored as 
United claimed 
redemption. 

Meanwhile in the 
Premier Division, all 
three title-chasing 
sides were victorious - 
leaders St Athan won 
3-1 against SP 
Construction, Wenvoe 
Arms defeated bottom 
side Island Marine 3-0 
and Cardiff Airport 
routed Penarth Town 
9-1. 

Elsewhere in the 
division, Dinas Powys 
Athletic put seven past 
AFC Rhoose in an 
impressive 7-1 away 
win and Cowbridge 


Town oved up to fifth 
with a 5-2 victory over 
Masons Moving 
Group. 

Division One and 
Two had a few games 
called off after a 
downpour left many 
of the Barry Sports 
Centre pitches 
unplayable. 

Cogan Coronation 
went top of Division 
One with a 4-1 win 
over Cardiff Airport B 
and must be seen as 
firm favourites for the 
title now with five 
games left to play. 
Elsewhere, Glenbrook 
played out a 2-2 draw 
with Cadoxton 
Athletic. 

There was only one 
game in Division Two 
this week, with Knap 
EC drawing 1-1 with 
EC Pumas B. 

This week sees the 
Premier Division top 
three all in crucial 
midweek games before 
the weekend’s game of 
the day - St Athan 
hosting Cardiff 
Airport. 

HD 



NEW SPONSORS FOR MENS 
BOWLS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


STRACHAN Travel are the new 
principal sponsors of the prestigious 
men’s open singles championships of 
Wales bowling competion, which will has 


been hosted by the Dinas Powys Bowls 
Club since 1908. 

This year’s event will take place from May 27 to 
June 3, and Angharad Griffiths, sports group 
executive at Strachan Travel, presented a cheque to 


PGIO open 
days in July 


AFTER celebrating 
another record- 
breaking season with 
thousands of junior 
players taking part 
in football activities, 
PGIO Coaching, the 
F A W / U E F A 
accredited football 
provider, which has 
development centres 
across Wales and is 
also linked and 
endorsed by Premier 
League giants 
Everton FC, have 
announced its plans 


for its academy 
status for the 
2016/2017 season. 

Players are 

encouraged to enrol in 
the open days for next 
season which will be 
held at Vale Sports 
Arena in Penarth on 
Sunday, July 10, and 
Sunday, July 17 - to 
book in please email 
petegriff 10 @hotmail .co 
.uk phone 

07955270870 or visit 
w ww.pg 1 Ocoaching .co. 
uk. 

PG 


Tim Hurcom, chairman of the tournament 
committee. Also present were Ken Beecher, the 
manager of Group Travel and officers of the Dinas 
Powys club. 

Entries for the competition must reach Richard 
Cowling by May 15 - for more information call 
01446 722444. 

_ 

Evan’s Ayr winner 

LLANCARFAN trainer Evan Williams 
landed the £28,475 Scotty Brand Chase 
(Listed 1) at Ayr Racecourse last Saturday 
when his 10-year-old De FaoithesDream 
finished one-and-three quarter lengths 
ahead of the well-fancied UltraGold. 

De Faoithesdream was a 20-1 chance and was 
ridden by stable jockey Paul Moloney. At Bangor- 
on-Dee, Normandy King, trained by Aberthin's Tim 
Vaughan, won the £3,249 Excel Signs Hurdle 
(Division 2) by three lengths from Fiddler’s Flight. 
A 9-2 shot, Normandy King was partnered by Alan 
Johns. 

BRIAN LEE 


The Barry 
and District 
Ladies Skittle 


League 

LATEST results for 
the Barry and 
District Ladies 
Skittle League for 
April 4 are as 
follows: 

Division One: 
Breakaways (C Parfitt 
32) 280, SV Gals (T 
Warner 31) 324; Barry 
Stars (C Lambeth 33) 
298, Special Angels (R 
Niblett 35) 329; Eamily 
Affair (L Thomas 31) 
257, Space Einders (L 
Jones 30) 263; Eamily 
and Eriends (H Pro vis, J 
Kirby 24) 237, Coppers 
(S Lord 25) 251; Castle 
Bandits (D Collard 31) 
248, Bakers’ Dozen (M 
Lewis 30) 286; Colcot 
Ladies (H Edwards 26) 
228, Bobby’s Girls (P 
Soloman, A Seldon 25) 
225. 

Division Two: SV 
Lights (A Brid, P Snook 
28) 241,Pila Palas (M 
Jones 27) 275; Clickies 
(ABatt31) 305, 
Castaways (M Winder 
28) 2789; Red Admiral 
(G Williams 25) 203, 
Vixens (M Marks 25) 

196; After Eights (M 
Hellpr 31) 281, Little 
Devils (J Jones, P 
Weston 30) 280; Rhoose 
Starlights (J Ockwell 31) 
260, Merry Makers (C 
Hatcher, R Collins 26) 
253; Witchill Widows (S 
Hum 35) 315, Rhoose 


results 

Ravers (A Robinson 37) 
248. 

Division Three: 
Twilights (S Boulton 23) 
207, Hill Billies (D 
Stewart 24) 205; Dolly 
Mixtures (E Bryan 23) 
207, Persuaders (B 
Organ 25) 201; Roller 
Coasters (C Thomas 26) 
234, Westenders (S 
Moran 26) 233, Eriends 
and Neighbours (J Parry 
27) 258, La Belles (S 
Davies 28) 249; Eallen 
Angels (T Lawrence 28) 
265, SV Ladies (N Batt 

29) 260; Airways Angels 
(A Crook 27) 232, 
Etcetera (J Barton 28) 
245. 

Division Lour: Nite 
Outers (C Mitchem 22) 
178, Guardian Angels (S 
Aston 26) 183; Hell 
Raisers (S Norris, L 
Ellett 25) 209, 
Challengers (A 
Richards) 233; Witches 
(V Walters, L Carey, S 
Beer 25) 246, Witchill 
Wanderers (C Nicholson, 
S Reynolds 22) 169; 
Living On A Spare (A 
Linn 34) 322, Uptown 
Girls (J Bromilay 37) 
319; Socialits (S Marks 

30) 277, Off The Rails (1 
Rosser 31) 246, 
Aristocats (M Moore, T 
Weston 24) 213, Odd 
Bods (V Jackson, T 
Ceriani 24) 218. 


c GREAT BRANDS. GREAT SERVICE. 


c BEST DEALS AVAILABLE 

c THOUSANDS OF TYRES 

ALWAYS IN STOCK 

c OUR PRICES ARE ALL 
INCLUSIVE WITH NO 
HIDDEN EXTRAS 

c NITROGEN INFLATION 

CALL US NOW FOR THE BEST 
TYRE DEALS FOR YOUR CAR. 


NONKaNe 


<-■ 


O 




The tyre 
with a lifetime 
hazard warranty 


NAMKaum 







Bridgend Induslriel Estate 

01656 657424 

Bridgend i$ Open 7 Days a wreett. 


Brindley Rd, oft Penarth Rd. ' 7 

029 20 221201 

Cardiff IS Open 6 Days a week. "—^ 


TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES BRAKES SUSPENSION MOT 
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GARY WATSOU MOTOR CO. 


if. 


10 SMART Fortwo 
Pulse MHD Auto 

In bronze, metallic, 46,000 miles, 
1 owner 

£3,995 


62 VW Polo 1.2 Match 
5-Dr 

In red, 20,000 miles, 1 owner, 
superb throughout 

PT oo*; 


1 i 


59 HONDA Jazz 1.4 
V-Tec Ex 

In electric blue, sought after 
model with panoramic roof 

REDUCED TO £4,995 



61 NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 
Acenta 

In black, 33,000 miles 

REDUCED BY£500 TO £8,995 


62 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 SE FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr 
5-Dr In met-blue, 54,000 miles with 

Verde lime, 22,000 miles, 1 owner n/r nllovc; ptr 

“DUCEDBVEIOOOTO £5,995 ^^£ 5,295 


11 MINI Cooper 1.6 60 JAGUAR XF 3.0 Diesel 

Convertible Premium Luxury ‘S’ 

In interchange yellow with black Black with black leather, 49k miles 
roof, 60,000 miles with chilli pack £15 495 

£8,995 


JAGUAR XF 3.0 Diesel Premium Luxury ‘S’ In 

black with black leather, 49,000 miles .£15,495 

MERCEDES C220 CDi SE In black, 67,000 mile 

diesel saloon, with sat-nav.£10,995 

NISSAN Juke 1.5 Diesel Tenka 5-Dr In radiant red, 

25,000 miles with leather etc.£9,995 

FORD Focus I.STDCi ZETEC ‘S’ 5-Dr in met grey, 

41,000 miles, fantastic mpg.£9,495 

NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 Acenta In black, 33,000 

miles, a/c, alloys . REDUCED BY £500TO £8,995 

MINI Cooper 1.6 Convertible In interchange yellow 
with black roof, 60,000 miles with chilli pack..£8,995 
MINI Cooper 1.6 Chilli In British racing green, 

22,000 miles.£8,495 

VW Polo 1.2 Match 5-Dr In red, 20,000 miles, 

1 owner, superb throughout.£7,995 

VOLVO C30 R-Design 2.0 Diesel in white, 43,000 

miles, stylish coupe .£7,995 

FIAT Diablo 1.6 Multi Jet Diesel Eleganza In met 

grey, 41,000 miles, 1 owner. REDUCED TO £7,495 

SKODA Fabia 1.6 Diesel Scout Crios Estate In 

met grey, 23,000 miles. REDUCED TO £7,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZ4 5-Dr In black, 16,000 miles, 

1 owner, high spec.£7,495 

MG3 3 Style 1.5 VTi 5-Dr In yellow, 3,000 miles with 

a/c alloys etc. REDUCED TO £6,995 

KIA Venga ‘2’ Automatic 1.6 5-Dr In black, 37,000 

miles, 1 owner, with parking sensors etc.£6,995 

SKODA Roomster 1.6TDi SE Plus In black, 39,000 

miles, 1 owner. REDUCED BY £500TO £6,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 ZETEC 5-Dr In black, 36,000 

miles with parking sensors etc.£6,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.4 SI 5-Dr in white, 44,000 miles, 

very nice spec .£6,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.4i - Vetec EX 5-Dr In met-grey, 

38,000 miles, glass-roof panel.£6,995 

VW Golf Plus 1.4TSi SE In silver, 50,000 miles, host 

of extras, superb example .£6,995 

KIA Picanto ‘2’ 1.0 5-Dr In white, 12,000 miles, 1 

owner, free road tax, bluetooth etc .£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZ3 5-Dr In red, 27,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£6,495 

PEUGEOT 208 Active 1.2 3-Dr In shark grey, 

19,918 miles, £20 road tax .£6,495 

SKODA Octavia 1.4 TSi SE Plus 5-Dr In met-grey, 

55,000 miles, 1 owner with sat-nav.£6,495 

SEAT Altea 1.6 Diesel SE Automatic In met-blue, 

49,000 miles.£6,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 SE Turbo 5-Dr In silver, 55,000 

miles, nice example .£6,495 

VOLKSWAGON UP 1.0 Black Edition 51,000 

miles, high spec, low running costs.£5,995 

HYUNDAI 120 Active 1.2 5-Dr In black, 40,000 

miles, a/c alloys etc .£5,995 

ALFA Romeo 1.4 Mito Veloce 3-Dr In nero etna metallic, 

53,000 miles with leather trim etc.£5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Tom-Tom 

Coupe In black, 36,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.2 TDi Greenlink 5-Dr In red, 

50,000 miles, 1 owner, “Free road tax” .£5,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 VVTi TR 5-Dr In blue streak 

metallic, 12,100 miles from new .£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 ZETEC ‘S’ In silver, 49,000 mile 

local car on offer at .£5,995 

MAZDA MX5 1.8 In met-grey, 30,000 miles, from 

new, superb throughout.£5,995 

SEAT Ibiza 1.4 SE 5-Dr In verde lime, 22,000 miles, 
1 owner. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 


60 FIAT 500 Lounge 1.2 In white, 37,000 miles, glass 

roof, a/c etc.£5,795 | 

61 HYUNDAI i30 Comfort 1.6 CRDi 5-Dr in silver, 

59,000 mile diesel hatch .£5,695 | 

64 SUZUKI Alto S23 5-Dr In white, 10,000 miles, 1 

owner, free road tax.£5,495 

12 FIAT Punto 1.4 GBT 3-Dr In passion-red, 15,000 
miles, 1 owner, alloys, air conditioning etc ....£5,495 
11 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 VVTi T-Spirit 5-Dr In met-grey, 
63,000 miles, high spec.£5,495 

10 RENAULT Twingo 1.6 Gordini Sports In malte 

blue, 33,000 miles with leather etc .£5,495 

61 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDi Edge Econetic 5-Dr In silver, 
71,000 miles, fantastic MPG & free road tax £5,495 | 

61 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 TSi Sport 3-Dr In red, 53,000 miles, 

air-con, alloys etc.£5,495 | 

62 SEAT Mii SE 1.0 Automatic In white, 46,000 miles, 

1 owner.£5,295 

59 FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 54,000 

miles with a/c, alloys, etc. REDUCED TO £5,295 

63 HYUNDAI ilO Active 1.2 5-Dr In silver, 17,000 

miles, 1 owner, under Hyundai warranty.£4,995 

59 HONDA Jazz 1.4 V-Tec Ex In electric blue, with 

panoramic roof . REDUCED TO £4,995 

11 SKODA Fabia 1.2 S’ 12V Estate In pacific blue, 

32,000 miles, very economical .£4,995 | 

11 CITROEN Cl VTR-i- 5-Dr Automatic In electric blue, 

29,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

60 SKODA Fabia 1.6 Diesel SE 5-Dr In silver, 56,000 
miles, low running costs.. REDUCED BY £700TO £4,995 

58 FORD C-MAX Titanium 1.8 Diesel In silver, 63,000 

miles, practical hatchback .£4,995 

09 KIA Ceed 1.6 Diesel GS 5-Dr in white, 39,918 
miles, £30 road tax, fantastic mpg.£4,695 

10 RENAULT Megane 1.6 i-music 5-Dr In white, 

59,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£4,495 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8 ES 5-Dr In electric blue, 52,000 
miles with pan-roof.£4,495 

11 TOYOTA Aygo Blue’ 1.0 5-Dr 54,000 miles, £20 

road tax, low insurance .£4,295 

10 TOYOTA IQ 1.0 VVTi In met-white, 54,000 miles with 

a/c alloys, Ipod connection, superb value.£4,295 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-Dr In black, 25,000 
miles with a/c, alloys etc.£4,295 

10 SMART Fortwo Pulse MHD Auto In bronze, 

metallic, 46,000 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

59 SMART Fortwo Passion Auto In red/silver, 21,000 

miles, glass roof etc . REDUCED BY £300TO £3,995 

09 PEUGEOT 308 XL 1.6 Diesel 5-Dr In met-grey, 
76,000 miles, low running costs .£3,995 

11 SUZUKI Alto SZ3 1.0 5-Dr In red, 47,000 miles, low 

running costs, plus £20 road tax.£3,695 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel SRi 150 In met- 

sahara gold, 79,000 mile 7-seater at.£3,695 

07 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 Zinc 5-Dr Auto In met-silver, 

65,000 miles.£3,695 

06 MINI Cooper In British Racing Green, 61,000 miles 

with over £2000 of extras . REDUCED TO £3,695 

58 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 HDi VT In met grey, 53,000 

mile diesel family hatch .£3,495 

06 NISSAN Micra 1.2 ‘S’ 5-Dr In black, 45,000 miles, 

2 owners.£2,995 

60 KIA Picanto 1.0 5-Dr in white, 1 owner, low 

insurance, £30 road tax.£2,695 


ALL CARS SUPPLIED WITH NEW MOT AND 3 MONTHS RAC WARRANTY 


01446 722600 

www.GARYWATSONMOTORCOMPANY.co.uk - 


black orse 
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PLENTY OF DRAMA ON 
SECOND FINALS WEEKEND 



VoGAFL co-vice chair Alan Smith presenting 
Vale United captain Richard Evans with the 
Supporters Cup. 



VoGAFL mini secretary Lee Saunders 
presenting Porthkerry Panthers captain 
Sebastian Kenefick with the Brian 
Riseborough Memorial Trophy. 



Barry Town United manager Gavin 
Chesterfield handing the Classic Sportswear 
Cup to Cadoxton Imps Dragons captain 
Connor Davies-Beare. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


WEEKEND two of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Cup Finals for 
2015/16 saw the first junior 
match on Friday, April 15, 
with the Year 7 final for the 
Brian Riseborough Memorial 
Trophy between Cowbridge 
Town and Porthkerry 
Panthers. 

A very close game, competitive and 
entertaining was edging towards extra 
time with no side able to score, but 
with seven minutes to go a ball down 
the left for Porthkerry Panthers saw the 
Cowbridge Town keeper commit 
himself, but a dinked shot by Oliver 
Bradley saw Porthkerry Panthers take 
the lead 

Cowbridge Town tried to get back 
into the game quickly but two mi nutes 
later a similar attack from Porthkerry 
Panthers saw another passage of play 
down the left side and Adem Tor 
chipped over the keeper from a closer 
range to see Porthkerry Panthers go 2- 
0 up, a cushion big enough to see them 
lift the trophy. 

Sunday, April 17, was the first 
double-header of the season with the 
Year 11 final in the morning for the 
Classic Sportswear Cup between 
Cadoxton Imps Devils and Cadoxton 
Imps Dragons, and then the Division 1 
League Cup final for the Supporters 
Cup between Barry Belgrade and Vale 
United. 

Starting the day was the historic 
Year 11 final as this was the first ever 
Vale of Glamorgan Association 
Football League final contested by two 
teams from the same club. 

Having won the coin toss, Cadoxton 
Imps Devils were assigned the home 
changing room but this also meant they 
had to change their kit, leaving 
Cadoxton Imps Dragons to play in the 
traditional club colours of blue and 
white stripes. 

Cadoxton Imps seemed somewhat 
put off by the kit change as they went 
into the half-time break 3-0 down. 


They kept their heads up and kept 
fighting but a fourth goal 25 minutes 
into the second half was the final nail 
in the coffin. 

Cadoxton Imps Devils managed to 
get a consolation goal scored by Josh 
Hobbs, the final score 4-1; the 
Cadoxton Imps Dragons scorers were 
Brad Payne with a brace, captain 
Connor Davies-Beare and Raied Jones. 

Onto the afternoon for the Division 
1 final between promotion chasers 
Barry Belgrade and Vale United. 

The match turned into a war of 
attrition but only for Barry Belgrade; 
the first two problems were two goals. 

The first came in the second minute 
and the second in the 29th minute after 
Vale United beat the offside trap. A few 
minutes later Barry Belgrade lost their 
first player through injury after a heavy 
tackle, forcing a substitution. 

Vale United went on to get a third 
goal beating the offside trap again 
before a second injured Barry Belgrade 
player forced another unplanned 
substitution. At half-time the score was 
3-0. 

Like Cadoxton Imps Devils earlier, 
there were no bowed heads and Barry 
Belgrade fought to stay in the game but 
without coming too close to a goal. 

Then in the space of five minutes 
late in the game. Vale United got their 
fourth from an own goal before 
another injury caused Barry Belgrade 
to make their third and final unplanned 
substitution due to injury. 

Other goals for Vale United came 
from captain Richard Evans and a 
brace for Thomas Hopkins. 

This weekend sees two junior 
games. Firstly on Friday night it’s the 
Year 8 League Cup Final for the Billy 
Butlin Trophy, kick-off 6.15pm. 

Then, on Sunday, the Year 9 League 
Cup Final for the Harry Gratton 
Trophy takes place at 10.15am. 

Entrance fees are £1 for adults and 
50p for children. Spectators are also 
reminded that they are not to encroach 
onto the pitch before, during or after 
the match. MD 


First members of hall 
of fame are announced 


WALES Rugby 
League have chosen 
Billy Boston and 
Gus Risman as their 
first two inductees 
in their newly 
formed official hall 
of fame. 

It was a natural choice 
as both are already in the 
RFL’s Hall of Fame and 
were immortalised on the 
recently-unveiled rugby 
league statue outside 
Wembley Stadium. 

The first celebration 
dinner takes place on 
Monday, April 25, at the 
Village Hotel Chester St 
David’s in north Wales 
and Boston is amongst 
Wales players past and 
present who has already 
confirmed his 

attendance. Also 

attending will be 1970s 
Welsh international John 
Risman, the son of Gus. 

As well as officially 


inducting the two players 
into the hall of fame, the 
players from last 
season’s Wales senior 
side, who won the 
European Championship 
after beating Scotland, 
France and Ireland, will 
be presented with their 
winners medals. 

Wales Rugby 

League’s chairman, 
Brian Juliff, who was 
also a Welsh 
international, said: 
“Choosing individuals 
from so many worthy 
candidates has been 
ridiculously difficult but 
we already have some 
key names listed in the 
rugby football league 
hall of fame to help us on 
our way. 

“On that basis we have 
agreed that our first two 
inductees will be Billy 
Boston and Gus Risman. 

“Gus and Billy are of 
course are already 
immortalised on the 


bronze statue at 
Wembley Stadium which 
in itself is quite a 
remarkable in that two 
out of five people on the 
tribute are of Welsh 
heritage. 

“Choosing modern 
players to sit alongside 
our immortals will 
always be a challenge but 
having already canvassed 
support on our 
candidates for selection, 
have no doubt that our 
future choices for 
induction will be warmly 
received.” 

To book your place at 
the historic first WRL 
hall of fame and Wales 
Rugby League medal 
presentation dinner, e- 
mail: 
WalesTeamManager 
@ walesrugbyleague .co 
.uk or chris.thair® 
walesrugbyleague .co.uk 
or call 07734598600. 

IG 


Dinas back to 
winning ways 


DINAS POWYS EC 
finally got back to 
winning ways with 
this fine win against 
an Ammanford side 
some nine places 
higher in the table, 
proving that with 
the right 

instructions you can 
compete and win at 
this level, despite all 
the squad coming 
from around a five 
mile radius of The 
Murch. 

The 2-0 scoreline 
could have been a lot 
wider, with Nicky Bruce 
hitting the crossbar twice 
and Dinas having two 
blatant penalties turned 
down by the referee. 

Ammanford had the 
first half-chance when a 
free kick close to the left 
comer flag was driven 
over the crossbar by 
Ashley Richards under 
pressure from Scott Muir. 

Sam Adamson was 
battling well with 
Ammanford's powerful- 
looking Craig Frater and 
Dinas keeper James 
Curtin had to be alert to 
take a high ball in from 
Euros Griffiths. 

Dinas began to get 
their passing game going 
and exert some pressure 
and a good run down the 
left by Adam Johns 
ended when he appeared 
to be brought down in the 
box - but the referee 
waved play-on. 

This was followed by 
an excellent tackle and 
cross by Reuben Bryl, 
starting a Welsh League 
game for the first time; 
unfortunately Scott Muir 
just failed to connect 
with his head to the cross 
when well placed. 

The Ammanford 
number six Ben Soal was 
then booked for a two- 
footed tackle of Nathan 
Donnelly, back in the 
heart of the Dinas 
defence after a holiday. 
Dinas were then awarded 
a 20 yard free kick taken 
by Bmce bringing a good 
save from Daffyd Jones. 

The game was fairly 
even at this stage with 
Dinas playing the better 
football. Ammanford 
then had a free kick near 
the left comer flag which 
Curtin attempted to take 
but was fouled giving 
Dinas the free kick. 

A sweeping move by 
Dinas involving 

Adamson, Bryl and 
Johns enabled the striker 
to get a shot away but 
Jones gathered his effort 
without too much 
trouble. 

A ball from Bruce 
across the Ammanford 


box reached Bryl and the 
youngster put in another 
telling cross which Muir 
was just unable to get a 
foot to. 

The half ended 
goalless with Dinas 
having the better 

chances. 

Things went downhill 
for the visitors in the 
second half, having to 
use three different 
goalkeepers. Dinas 
started the half well with 
a Bruce free kick forcing 
Jones to gather. 

Rhys Owen was 
shown a yellow card for 
tripping Johns from 
behind. Johns then fed 
Bmce with a good ball 
and hit a tremendous shot 
which beat Jones but 
cannoned off the crossbar 
and was cleared. 

Unfortunately for the 
visitors Jones sustained a 
leg injury and couldn't 
continue, Ashley 

Richards donning the 
keeper’s jersey and 
Owen Jones coming on 
to replace him. 

Despite this 

Ammanford began to 
mount some pressure of 
their own; a deep free 
kick from Nathan Jones 
reached Doyle Salvage 
but his cross was dealt 
with by the Dinas 
defence where James 
Bloxham and Donnelly 
were having immense 
games. 

At the other end a 
double shot from .Johns 
still didn't get the home 
side on the scoresheet, 
with stand-in keeper 
Richards parrying the 
first attempt and his 
second volley cleared the 
crossbar. 

Dinas then rang the 
changes, Myles Case 
replacing Scott Muir. The 
Dinas pressure 

eventually told and a 
superb strike by left 


midfielder Kieron James 
from 20 yards hit the 
back of the net to give the 
Villagers the lead some 
20 minutes into the half. 

James is proving that 
he is one of the best 
players at this level in 
this position in the 
league. 

Things got worse for 
Ammanford with 15 
minutes remaining when 
Case was fouled by the 
stand-in keeper in the 
box and was shown a red 
card and Dinas were 
awarded a penalty. 

Matthew Harding then 
took over between the 
sticks but he could do 
nothing to stop Johns 
netting from the spot to 
give Dinas a 2-0 lead. 

James Ferret was then 
introduced, replacing 
Paul Caulfield and a few 
minutes later Luke 
Swaffield took young 
Bryl's place. Dinas 
couldn't add to their tally 
but the 2-0 win was well 
deserved. 

Squad: 1 James 

Curtin, 2 Sam Adamson, 
3 Paul Caulfield, 4 
James Bloxham, 5 
Nathan Donnelly, 6 
Nicky Bruce, 7 Reuben 
Bryl, 8 James Marr, 9 
Adam Johns (1), 10 Scott 
Muir, 11 Kieron James 
(1), 12 Myles Case, 14 
Rhys Palmer, 15 Luke 
Swaffield, 16 James 
Perret. 

The bottom club in 
Division 2, Chepstow, 
are the visitors to the 
Murch next Saturday, 
April 23, with a 2.30pm 
kick off and the 
management team have 
requested that as many 
supporters as possible 
could attend to give the 
Villagers some 

encouragement in what is 
obviously a massive 
game for both clubs. 


PK 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£25 PER DAY 


• Nissan Micra 

• Ford Focus 

• Ford Focus 
Estate 

• Ford Fiesta 

• Kombi 
Transporters 

• 6 seater Volkswagen 

• Volkswagen 9 Seater Minibuses 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: 

01656660160 

(ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT) 



IF INJURY PREVENTED YOU FROM W0RKIN& 

HOW WOULD YOU PAY YOUR BILLS? 

PROTECT YOUR INCOME TODAY ^__ 

and get paid from the 1st day you're signed off nvorfr mi monsTER 


r-COVER 


CALL: 01446 356103 


Accident & Sickness Insurance 
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Defeat leaves Athletic 
in precarious position 



ABOVE: Mike Powell crosses for a try. 
ALL PICTURES BY GLENNSPORTS 


BRIDGEND 

ATHLETIC 

succumbed to a 35- 

11 defeat to 

promotion 

contenders 

Pontypool. 

This leaves the 
Athletic with a potential 
relegation scrap away to 
fellow smugglers 
Glynneath in their final 
match on April 30. 

The Athletic had the 
worst possible start as 
they kicked off into the 
Pontypool 22. The 
Gwent side, defying the 
old Ray Prosser logic, 
did not opt for an up 
and under but ran out of 
defence and a 
Barbarian-style passing 
movement saw them 
cross for a first minute 
try for lock Derryn 
Jones, converted by full 
back Clayton Gullit. 

The Athletic were 
opting to match 
PontypooTs enterprise 
and a flowing back 
move saw wing Dan 
Howells cross in the 
corner, only to be 
recalled for a foot in 
touch. 

The second 

Pontypool try also came 
from deep. An Athletic 


player went for, and 
missed, an interception, 
leaving a huge hole 
which Pontypool surged 
through for wing Josh 
Hurley to finish and 
Gullitt to once more 
convert. 

A third try followed 
in the 20th minute when 
following a series of 
five metre line-out 
drives and five metre 
scrums prop Garin 
Harris forced his way 
over. Gullit’s 
conversion put the 
Gwent side, to chants of 
‘Pooler, Pooler’, 21-0 
ahead. 

From the restart 
Athletic captain Sean 
Williams was shown a 
yellow card for a high 
tackle. To the Athletic’s 
credit they did not fold 
and just as at Bargoed 
when they found 
themselves in arrears 
early they raised their 
game. 

During the 10 minute 
period with 14 men they 
actually reduced the 
deficit to 21-6 with two 
penalties conceded by 
Pontypool. 

The Athletic 
supporters were also 
incensed when a high 
tackle laid out wing 
Dan Howells for the 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

vvvvw.bariry-today.co.uk 

vvvvw.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

vvvvw.llantvvit-major-today.co.uk 

vvvvw.bridgend-today.co.uk 

vvvvw.porthcawl-today.co.uk 



referee to only award a 
penalty and show no 
card, as he had earlier 
shown Williams. 

Williams return saw 
the Athletic on top for 
the remainder of the 
half. The scrum, with 
the front row of Dan 
Matthews, Nathan 
Holman and Lewis 
Davies, were out- 
scrummaging their 
heavier rivals. 

This remained the 
case throughout the 
remainder of the game 
when replacement prop 
Matt Muir and hooker 
Lee Murphy joined the 
fray. 

Outside half Lewis 
Evans picked up a 
dropped Pontypool pass 
on halfway and sprinted 
away down the 
touchline. He chipped 
the full back and was 
only outsprinted to the 
line by Athletic wing 
Mike Powell, who 


gained the touchdown 
to see the Athletic claw 
their way back to a 21- 
11 deficit at half-time. 

Territorially and 
possession-wise the 
second half was evenly 
fought. However when 
Pontypool broke the 
defensive line they were 
efficient and clinical in 
finishing with a further 
two tries from centre 
Mark Thorley and Terry 
Edwards, both 
inevitably converted by 
Gullit. 

Outside half Lewis 
Evans and centre Ryan 
Owen made a series of 
breaks but either lack of 
support or delaying the 
pass until contact 
prevented the ball 
reaching speedy wings 
Howells and Powell, 
who had the pace to 
finish the moves. 

Eor the Athletic the 
back row of Williams, 
Ben Howe and Stuart 


Edbrook again gave 
another all-out display. 
Lock Jonathon Stoker 
won good lineout ball 
and Griff Davies 
worked tirelessly. 

Coach Stuart Morris 
praised the side’s effort 
but rued their inability 
to throw the defining 
pass at the right time to 
finish off the breaks that 
deserved more reward. 

He recognised they 
will have to work on 
this aspect of their play 
if they are to potentially 
save their season at 
Glynneath in their final 
game on April 30. 

The club would like 
to thank their former 
players for sponsoring 
the fixture, and they 
urge all their supporters 
to make the journey to 
Glynneath for one of the 
most important games 
in the Athletic’s history. 

AB 



Kenfig Hill RFC 
news round-up 


YSTALYFERA 
started this game 
quickly and the 
pressure told early 
on when Kenfig Hill 
collapsed a scrum 
which resulted in a 
penalty try. 

The Mules responded, 
they attacked the 
Ystalyfera 22 and 
eventually Tom Briggs 
went over for a well 
worked try. Lloyd Giles 
converted. 

Prom the restart errors 
by the Mules led to 
another Y stalyfera 
converted try. The Mules 
fought back - they ran it 
from their own half and 
fine inter-passing up the 
field resulted in a try for 
Dan Jones. 

The Ystalyfera outside 
half was then sent off for 
a foul tackle and the 
penalty was converted by 
Lloyd Giles. 

Even with superior 
numbers the Mules 
struggled and fine 
forward play by 
Ystalyfera led to their 
loose-head scoring in the 
corner. The Mules’ weak 
defending led to another 
try for the opposition 
before the half-time 
whistle. 

Lloyd Giles converted 
a penalty early on for the 
Mules but things did not 
look good for the home 
side. 

Although a Shaun 
Burnell break led to 
another try for Tom 
Briggs, the Ystalyfera 
side pushed on and 
scored two more 
converted tries. Pinal 
score 25-38. 

Kenfig Hill made a 
stunning second half 
comeback from 16-5 
down to retain the 
Enoch-Lewis Cup, 
winning 16-22 at a 
sunny but cold Cefn 



Tom Briggs 
carries the ball. 


Athletic ground. 

Both sides fielded 
strong squads with 
silverware on offer for 
the winners. 

Bridgend Athletic 
started strongly, putting 
pressure on the Kenfig 
Hill scrum, and were 
more aggressive in the 
tackling and around the 
park. 

They moved 7-0 in 
front after an accidental 
collision between Dale 
Smith and Jac Briggs 
following a high ball led 
to a score under the 
posts. 

Brigend Athletic 
moved further in front 
with a penalty as 
indiscipline by Kenfig 
Hill was penalised. 

Captain Dan Shaddis 
finally went over for 
Kenfig Hill after a drive 
from a lineout to bring 
the score back to 10-5. 

Kenfig Hill thought 
they had moved in front 
as the referee awarded a 
penalty try as the 
Bridgend Athletic scrum 
came under pressure 
from the Kenfig Hill 
front three of Joe 
Williams, Chris Leyshon 
and Gerwyn Stone. 

Sadly the linesman 
called play back for a 
technical infringement. 
This looked like it would 


cost Kenfig Hill dearly as 
Bridgend Athletic 
immediately went 
upfield and scored 
another penalty to move 
13-5 in front at half-time. 

More indiscipline 
from Kenfig Hill after 
the break saw Bridgend 
Athletic move 16-5 in 
front with another 
penalty. But the Mules 
then took control for the 
remainder of the game 
with their superior fitness 
as the Athletic pack tired 
and eventually saw them 
move to passive scrums. 

Prom such a scrum in 
the Kenfig Hill half, the 
half-backs Matthew 
Tossell and Nicky Giles 
moved the ball quickly to 
Connor O'Connell who 
went through a gap and 
put fellow centre Curtis 
Kerton in under the posts 
to bring the score back to 
16-12. 

The Kenfig Hill back 
row of Kyle Davies, 
Jacob David and Ryan 
Jenkins began to make 
ground off scrums and 
were playing mostly in 
the Athletic half. 

Prom a period of 
sustained pressure, scrum 
half and man of the 
match Matthew Tossell 
went through the tiring 
defence to score under 
the posts as Kenfig Hill 
moved in front for the 
first time in the game. 

Kenfig Hill brought on 
several substitutes as 
they moved further in 
front with a penalty from 
fly half Nicky Giles and 
easily saw out the game 
in the Athletic half to 
make the final score 16- 
22 . 

Thanks to all players, 
first aiders, supporters 
and especially team 
manager Gareth Russell 
who have followed the 
seconds on another 
successful season. 

DHD 



Buggy Deal 

At Cottrell Park from £45 
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holes of golf 
players and 
1 buggy 



T&Cs apply. 2pm-5pm Midweek & Sundays after 1pm. Subject to course conditions. 












































